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To M. Le Chevalier de BRUAN TFT. 
WAS not at when your letter came * 


you embarraſs me greatly; I ſhall only an- - 
{wer you for the pleaſure of entertaining” © 


myſelf with a man who is much better able © _ © 
to reſolve the doubts which he propoſed, * + 7 
than the perſon to whom he ſent them. 
I am not of your opinion with regard to : 1 
deſpotiſm and deſpotie princes. It appears 


* 


* The three firſt letters are not Voltaire's, but 4 
fappoſed to be written by the celebrated nutbor of 
L'Efprit des Loix, and ſeem worthy of him. 
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T's 1 


to me Eldred and abſurd to the laſt degree, 


that a whole people ſhould blindly ſubject 
themſelves to the caprice of one, even if he 


were an angel. For my own part, I Would 


not live under him a ſingle day. This an- 
gel may become in a moment a monſter, 


e blood. Deſpotiſm 1s to me 
them 


abominable and diſguſtful of all 
bad governments; man is perpetually cruſh- 
ed, debaſed, and degraded by it, Look 


into hiſtory, ancient ud modern, if ever 


there was One pen earth that was not an 


inſult on mankind, and the diſgrace of hu- 


man nature. Monarchy would doubtleſs be 
the beſt of governments, if it was poſſible to 
find ſuch kings as Henry IV. the only one 
whoever deſerved the homage and venera- 


tion of his ſubjects. Kings ſhould, always 


be brought up in the ſchool of afffiction, 


as this great man was; ſuch alone are truly 
great, and the lovers of mankind. , Before 


s can feel for the misfortunes of others, 


we miſt” ourſelves haye been unfortunate. 
But on che other hand, the hearts of princes, 
corrupted b proſperity and the ſlaves of 
pride and folly, are inacceſſible to pity, and 


inſenſible of true glory. 


3 1 am not at all ſurpriſed, that in monar- 


Uhies, and eſpecially in our own, there ſhould | 


be ſo few princes worthy of eſteem. Incircled 
by. corruptors, knaves, and by i they 
eme themſelves to log ; 


; 8 R fel- 
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Jow-creatures; with diſdain, and ſet no . 
on any but the ſycophants, ho careſs their 
vices, and live im perpetual idleneſs and inac- 


tivity. Such is generally | the-condition of a 


mb gatat. men are always fcc, ant 


great kings ſtill more fo. Adil to this, hat the 
ſplendor of a monarchy is ſhort / and tranſi- 
tory. France is already funk rintoimſery and 
diſgrace; an age more will annihilate her, or 


quergr<-: | 500! ee ee WOT NOR: 


Dit Irie en EY blag 201! fig 
The Engliſh government has nothing 40 
ſupport it but a deluſive outſide, extreme 


try where it is more eaſy to create ſuck open 
diſſentions as may overthrow the ſtate. A 


man of ſenſe and generoſity may, in ten years 


time, erect himſelf into a deſpotie prince with 
more ſafety at London than at Moſkow: re- 
member Cromwell. Money alone is ſufficient. 
to corrupt the whole parliament, 


The great, ever fond of riches and Poe 


and proſtrate at the feet of fortune, who al? 
ways attends the throne, will promote the 


views of their maſter; and the great once 
gained over, this fantom of liberty, which 


appeared at intervals in the convulſive mo- 


tions of the commons, which awakens, 


Hupkes itſelf, and. ſoon vaniſhes, will be to-- 
| Y A. 4. tall Wy 


« T7; 
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fhewillfall a prey to the firſt intrepid. con. ; 


* 


flattering to the people, whoTanify dum IAV es, 
the fole governors. I do not know any 'coun- | 


$ 


er, er 


* | 


11 1] | 
tally annihilated at the firſt * ous by 
* ſupreme er een 


I know indeed 4 no monarch in is 
fixed, conſtant, and perfect; the onarhy that 
oppreſs their ſubjects to arrive at deſpotiſm. 
Adieu, my friend; live in freedom and ob- 
ſcurity. Solitude will procure you the beſt 
and trueſt pleaſure, ſelf- content. The fool- 


* Aſh and the wicked ſeen afar off, will only 


excite your compaſſion; to look nearly up- 
on them, would raiſe your contempt and 


nee, | 


ire this in haſte; we will treat this 
matter more fully in the free intercourſe of 


88 A 
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L. ET T ER I 


1 0 aſk me in what country a man» 


may enjoy the moſt perfect liberty? In eve- 


ry place, my dear Philinthus, where there 
are men · and laws. The wiſe man is free 
even in the court of a tyrant, becauſe his 
happineſs depends on himſelf. Reaſon and 
conſcience are the throne of his liberty. It 
is not in the power of fortune, injuſtice, or 
any thing elſe to unhinge his ſoul, or diſ- 
turb his repoſe. He rejoices in himſelf, and: 


light 


* * ». 


Would you, my friend; dere 500 . 2 


violence and iniquity ev - 
by wicked miniſters, by t 


by almoſt every man in place and power; 


would you therefore intirely baniſti yourſelf © | 
from. that ſociety to which you are adebred | 


for every thing; and for which ever 


and good member of it ſhould yield u — gt 
without repining at the injuries Which he 
ſuffers from it? Becauſe a prince Hines Him: 


ſelf in ſloth and debauchery; because 


your friends, and deſert the — af. 
rer who- apply to you for relief, and 
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his jo * always calm, OY apd 57 85 | 


rich and great, g 


on 
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ſecutes, oppreſſes, and deſtroys, ſhall 5 
become an exile from your cou 


©. 
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rend your heart with their complaints? No, 
my friend, you have too much ſenſibility. 
Deſpiſe the unjuſt and cruel prince; but 
love mankind, and above all the unfortunate 
and diſtreſſed. Avoid the impetuous whirl- 

winds of a court; forget, if poſſible, that 
your king is ſurrounded with perverſe, 
wicked, and oppreſſive men, who laugh at 
his i Ignorance, and avail themſelves of his 
weakneſs. | Fly to retirement, in ſearch of 
that repoſe, friendſhip and felicity, which 
are never to be found in the feats of power 
and grandeur, or in the dangerous and de- 
luſive tumults of a noiſy metropolis. Bring 
with you a few friends, as worthy and ſen- 
ſible as yourſelf. Read Plato, Montagne, 
Charron, and Rabelais; exercife yourſelf in 
acts of kindneſs to the poor labourers,, the 
only creatures upon earth who are always 
miſerable, perpetually toiling to ſupply the 
1 le — nature, and victims to the cruel 


rapacity of 2 e e Srind 
8 8 | 


95 Thus wil you enjo ** iſe delicate 
and lively of all 285 ures, the pleaſure of 
doing good, the only conſolation that can 
reconcile us to the miſeries of human lite. 


When once you are habituated to a country 

Ute, Joy and peace will revive in your diſ- 
uieted Con mind, which will grow | 
ong and great, railing itſelf by degrees to 

the W regions of en and philoſo- 


phy 


SO 


U oy I 3] ; 
phy. There, free as the air you ee "it 


throw out your tho as they ariſe; your 
ſoul will then ſhoot forth ſuch divine flames 
as ſhall warm and. enlighten even the ed 
and ignora orant. When you have filled yaur - 
paper, 2 ge and correct the Whole, and 
= — ou with” the utmoſt fresdem 


| opinion of it. Adieu, my dear friend: wit 
; a heart of ſuch delicate ' ſenſibility as Foe: | 
þ is, youth, health, and a tolerable fortune, 
] you muſt be happy, 1 n be is 7550 pot 
y tion ww virtue. £ | | 
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. U are right, my dear Philinthus, in 
believing and aſſerting to all your Friends 
that education makes the man. That alone 
is the parent of every virtue; it is the moſt 
. | — the moſt uſeful, and at the ſame 
time the moſt neglected thing in almoſt 
every country, and in every ſtation of life. 
But too many vague and impracticable rules 
have been laid down on this important ſub- 


ſtructor of mankind, is ſometimes miſtaken, 
hke other writers. All education ſhould 
have an eye to government, or we loſe our 
eim. The man of patience and underſtand- 
ing will conſider well the mind he has to 
© form and inſtruct; he will infuſe by little 
and little maxims adapted to his age, and 
ſuited to his genius, rank, and capacity. 
Il know that there are ſome foils barren and 
© _ ungrateful, and which will never anſwer 
he labour of the cultivator. But beſides 
=. that ſuch are very uncommon, I am in- 
clined to ſuſpect, that frequently the tiller 
haas neither ſtrength nor ſkill enough to dig 


mto and 1 Improve it as he ought. 


There is one radical vice in 8 
which may perhaps never be extirpated, 
"TH | becauſe it comes from the women, Who, 


a amongſt 


ject. Even the wiſe Locke, the great in- 


ang 


co 


Ls |] + 

— us, interfere in every ching, and 
in the end ruin and deſtroy every thing. 
A child is ſoon ſpoiled in their hands, from 
two years old to ſix, when he is delivered 
up, without conſideration, to a man whom 
he has neither ſeen nor known. The tutor, 

perhaps a fellow of no character, takes 
charge of him, not from inclination, but 
merely for his own intereſt. For ten ſuc- 
ceeding years he vegetates in the narrow 
circle of a college, or in the unimproving 
converſe and ſociety of prating females of 
quality. Theſe tutors are generally ap- 
pointed by the women, who ſeldom look 
any further than the outſide; never conſi- 
dering perſonal merit, which they have not 
ſenſe enough to diſtinguith, having never 


habituated themſelves to reflect one moment 72 


on any ching ſerious or uſeful. 


- Another Aten dee highty pr pre -udiciah 3 
to education, and which diſguſts 5 deters 
men of merit from engaging in it, is the 
little regard paid to the tutor or preceptor, 
ha ought to be reſpected as a father, whoſe. 
place he is in a great meaſure intended to 
ſupply: he to whom is intruſted the heir 
of an illuſtrious name and family; he who - 
is to form the worthy citizen, and the g 
ſubject g wh is to do honour to his fan 
andoharedter, and become the glory of bis 
country. Such are the men, charged as they 
are ſo important an office, who, in the 
+ 85 faſhionable 


Aten 


Saſhionablle world, are ſo often deſpiſed and ſu 
ill- treated, and even ſometimes ſuffered to Ex 
periſh” for want. Such abuſes, if they be- th 
eome general, muſt point out a ſhameful ce 
and univerſal depravity of manners. Our ui 
nobility indeed are free from this reproach, an 
if they pay but indifferently, they make th: 
amends by the weight of their intereſt, and me 
a thouſand engaging civilities, for the ſmall na 


appointment which their fortune will permit ſec 
"them to allow. Your rich financiers, on wh 
the other hand, Who are naturally moroſe, | int 


proud, and oſtentatious, ſeldom pay a man his 
without affronting him; having nothing but {lar 
—_— to give, 15 gorge you with it. 


10 F rance the women ruin every thing, and 
becauſe they think themſelves fit for ay. cru 
thing, and the men are weak and childi 


3 | 5 enough to humour their caprice. Nature g1V« 
FE” notwithſtanding made them but to obey, || phe 
E and the weakneſs of their conſtitution every. mes 
«way points out to us the weakneſs of their || all « 
” © ex: With regard to education, it is worſe. | not 
%  _ at court than in any other place; the go- amt 
vernor having a — power over his who 
pupil, ſuffers him to grow up in ignorance ver 
and idleneſs, fills his head with the nonſenſe | men 
of faſmon, and puffs him up with the no- a tri 
tion of his own rank, and a contempt of the | crific 
ünſigaificant ereatures that crawb: beneath | Into; 
bim. b eee image 
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LS 1 
ſubſervient to his pleaſure or advancement. 
Every thing is to falt down before him on 
the firſt notice. He never talks to him con- 

_ cerning the royal virtues that adorn @ throne, 
juſtice, courage, beneficence, intrepidity, 
and the love of glory; and therefore it is, 
that, amongſt our kings, we never ſee a great 

| man; for I call not the conqueror by that 
name, but rather conſider him as the terror, 
8 ſcourge, and diſgrace of human- kind; one 
5 


whom the people are bound b their oun 
, | intereſt to deſtroy, as ſoon as the flame of 


N his ambition breaks forth in projects of 
t. ſlaughter and oppreſſion. 


Lewis XII. was honeſt and juſt, but weak 
z, | and ignorant. Francis I. a vain boaſter, 
y cruel, and a pretender to wit. Henry IV. 
fi brave and magnanimous; but too much 
re given to women ever to become a philoſo- 
y,. | pher. Lewis XIV. at once the greateſt and 
ry. | meaneſt of mankind, would have excelled 
eir | all the monarchs in the univerſe, if he had 
rſe not been corrupted in his youth by baſe and 
o- |- ambitious flatterers. A flave during his. 
his | whole life to pride and vain-glory, he ne- 
ice | ver really loved his ſubjects, even for a mo- 
nſe | ment; yet expected at the ſame time, like 
Ja true hay prince, that they ſhould ſa- 
crifice W to his will and pleaſure. 
Intoxicated with power and grandeur, he 
' 1magined the whole world was made but to 
promote his happineſs. He was feared, obey 


h ed, 


1 
ed, idolized, hated, mortified, and aban-. 
ned. He lived like a faltan, and died: 


hke a woman. His reign was immortalized. 
by the loweſt of his ſubjects. | 


* 


It is therefore, my dear Philinthus, impoſ- 
ſible there ſhould ever be a great man” a- | 
mongſt our kings, who are made brutes and L 
fools of all their lives, by a ſet of infamous. 
. wretches, who ſurround and beſet them. 
from the cradle to the grave. 
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L'EE-TERT 


To M. LU Abbe D'OLIVET, Chancellor of 


the French Academy. 


Ferney, Aug. 20. 1761. | 


Yo U adviſed me, my dear chancellor, 


to write notes only on thoſe pieces of: Cor- 
neille which are in poſſeſſion of the ſtage. 
This I ſuppoſe you did with a view of light- 
ening my burden, and I acquieſced in it; 
not ſo much from idleneſs, as from the de- 
lire I had of gratifying the public with more 


expedition: 


— 


ol 
7 
* 
2 5 
. 
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expedition; but I perceive that my retrea 
has afforded me greater leiſure than I 152 
gined it would; and having already com- 
mented all the plays that are acted, find that 
I have ſtill time to make ſome uſeful ob- 
ſervations on the reſt. 


There are ſome curious anecdotes worth 
knowing, particularly with regard to my re- 
marks on the tanguage. I find, for inſtance, 
ſeveral words grown obſolete amongſt us, 
and even totally forgotten, which our neigh- 
bours the Eng! iſn make uſe of with fagceſs. 

They have a Name Bel ae comic 
pleaſantry, that gaiety and urbanity, thoſe 
natural ſallies which eſcape a man even with- 
out his own conſciouſneſs of them. "This 
1dea they expreſs. by the word. * humour, 
which they pronounce yimour, and which 
they imagine is poſſeſſed by t themſelves a- 
lone, and that other nations have no term 
Which l 1 out this ſpecies of 

wit: 


be definition which Mr. Voſtaire has here 05 
us of humour, confidered as a ſpecies of wit, 

to be a very imperiet one. Mr. Addiſon has indeed 
obſerved (ſee Spectator. Ne 38.) that it is much eaſier 
to deſcribe what is not . — than what is, and 
very giffcult to define it, "other wile' than as Cowley 
has done wit, by negatives.” Mr. Addiſon bas like 
wiſe Temarked,: in another place Spectator Ne 616.) 
- that ridicule. is never more | firagg, chan wh it is con- 


: That true Humepr i ies in the 


gene in gravity. 
ought, and ariſes: from the repreſentation of i images 


in odd circumſtances, and uncommon lights. I 


tho 


it J 


wit: it is notwithſtanding an old word in 


our language, and uſed in this ſenſe in ſe- 
veral of the comedies of Corneille When 


I fay that this humour is a kind of urbamty, 


I apply myſelf only to the man of letters, 
who muſt know how ſtrangely we have 
wreſted the word “ urbanitas to politeneſs, 
ugh the Latin was certainly received at 
Rome in another ſenſe, and meant preciſely 


what the Engliſh call humour; in this ſenſe it 
is taken by Horace, when he ſays, £454. » 


Frontis ad urbanz deſcendi prœmia; 


and never in any other in that ſatire at- 
tributed to Petronius, and which ſo many 


taſteleſs orities have aſeribed to a conſul of 
| that name. | ; f p 1 | | ul 


5 ©. : 


N j | | „ a Nigg 
The word partie (or part) is likewiſe to 


be met with in Corneille's comedies, and 


made to ſignify wit: ſuch a man has parts, 


as the Engliſh ſay: the term is an excellent 
one. It is the property of man to have no- 
thing but parts; he has one ſpecies of wit, 


one kind of talent, but never poſſeſſes them 


all together. The word wit is too vague 
an expreſſion, and when they tell you ſuch a 
2 \ n wa OT" wo 5 | ; man 


Te hominem aon ſolum ſapientem, verum etjaw 
ut nude loquimut, arbauum, ſays Tully. And ia 
another place, Homo facetus, inducis ſermonem face» 
tum & urbanum, | 


3-34 
— 3 
- 


8 I 
man has wit, you have a right to aſk, of 
what fort? | 


-2» 


How many words do we want now, 
which had great energy and ſtrength in the 
time of Corneille, and how much have we 


much delicacy! A time or a rendezvous was 
affigned or appointed; he who arrived at the 
place agreed on, and did not meet with the 
perſons who had made the promiſe, was 
* diſappointed, We have no word at pre- 
ſent to expreſs the preciſe ſituation of a man 
who keeps his word whilſt another breaks, 
wy WE o | | 


WMe have given up ſome phraſes abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, which the Engliſh have 
happily availed themſelves of: a ſtreet or 
path-way, without a thoroughfare, was very 
Properly expreſſed by the word nonpaſſe, or 
mmpaſſe, which the Engliſh» have imitated. 
We are forced now to, make uſe of that 
low and vulgar phraſe cul-de-/ac, which 
occurs ſo often, and diſgraces the French 
es It ſeems rather exrtraordinary that when Mr. 
Voſtaire was comparing the Engliſh and French words 
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not obſerve, as he has done with regard to the word 


' = that time, moſt probably took it from us. 


loſt, either from mere negligence, or too 


together, he ſhould forget our word diſappoint, and. 


— hymour, that Mr. Corneille, and other writers of 


8 


cr 


n 
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EF. 3 
I ſhould never have done with this ar- 
ticle, were I to enumerate all the happy 
phraſes which we borrowed from the Ita= 
lians, and have lince loſt: not that our own 
language wants copiouſneſs or energy, but 


that it certainly might have more. What 


has robbed us of our moſt valuable ſtock is 


that heap of frivolous books which have 
lately appeared, written in the.ſtile of eom- 


mon converſation, and ſtuffed with modiſh 


phraſes, and improper expreſſions. We are 
impoveriſhed by our abundance. 


But I proceed to an article of more im- 
portance, and which has determined me to 
purſue my comments 'even to Pertharite. 
Amidſt theſe ruins we may find ſome hid- 
den treafures. Who would imagine, for 
example, that in Pertharite/ one ſhould dif- 
cover the ſeeds of Pyrrhus and Andromache, 
or that Racine had borrowed from it the ſen- 
timents, or even the expreſſion? And 
nothing is more true or ſelf-evident. 0 
moald, in Corneille, threatens Rodeling that 
he will deſtroy her child in the cradle, 18 me 
will not conſent to marry him. 2 


* Son ſort eſt en vos mains; aimer ou deduigner, © 
5 va faire prir, ou le faire rEgner. * 


"only 081 7 F $1 "22 4:15 The . 
W. given the original s well as a d trandation | 


of theſe paſſages, that thoſe who underſtand the 
French 
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+ 
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= on them. 


L 22 J 


The choice is thine, to love or to deſpiſe; - Ne 
| To give your ſon a crown, or ſee him Aue De 
On 
Pyrrhus five exactly the ſame dog in the Plus 
ſame ſituation: | ' | fi 
Je vous le dis, il faut, ou perir ou r&gner. Ne 
I ſay again, a crown or death await you. Unk 
Grimoald, in Corneille, | is » far puniſhing: wed 
S 
Tr Sur ce fls i innocent 8 Of a 
La duretẽ d'un coeur fi peu reconnoiſſant. Thar 
5 ö 1 | Reno 
On the guiltleſs . 41371 2111145 IN Hed 
| The ervel mother” J * nme: Nbigt 
n geb 


 Pyrchus fas, in Racine: 1 8 Saclene 
| 97'; +02 Seign 


| Le file me -repondra de mepris de la mere. rad 
T 7 foal anſwer for the mother” 8 ene, 458 r 

| Ar. N Bagg? 
| Rodelind ſays to Grimoald: Sr e 
Compte, penſes y — & pour m*avoir ame (I 
N'imprime point « de tiche a a tant de renommee.. . Sans l. 
5 Uns 9 N Ne 18 


French ns | may be better able to determine 
with regard to the propriety of Mr. Voltaire N 


F & * o 1 * 
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Ne crois que ta virtu; laiſſe la ſeule agir, 
De peur qu'un tel effort ne te donne à rougir; 
On publiroit de toi que le cœur d'une femme 

Plus que ta propre gloire, auroit touch ton ame; 
On diroit qu'un heros ſi grand, ſi renomme 
Ne feroit qu” un tyrant, s "il Wavoit point aimé. 


8 


Think well on this, my lord, nor ſtain a name 
Unſpotted yet, with inbumanity. | 
Let virtue giddate, leſt you bluſh Wen * 
When tis too late; it will be ſaid, the heart 
Of a weak woman had more pow tful influence 4 
Than fame or glory: that this hero, long 
Renown'd in arms, had been a ruthleſs un 


Had he tiotdovid ——— ot 


Andromache fays to Pyrthus: sss 
Seigneur, que faites vous, & que dira la Grece® _ 
Faur il qu*un fi. grand cur montre tant de foibleſſe, 
.. qu'un geſlein fi fi beau, i grand, f. genereux | 1 
pour le tranſport d'un eſprit amoureux d Fi i 
W nop, EL un ennemi reſpeQer la miſere, "4 v5 
Sauver des malheureux, rendre un fils a ſa mere, 
De cent peuples pour lui combattre la rigueur, 
Sans lui faire payer ſon ſalut de mon cœur, Fug 
Malgre moi, ſi'l le faut, lui donner un azile; 
Seigneur, voila des ſoins dignes du fils d' Achille. 


onſider, fir, how this will ſound: in Greece! 
ow can ſo great a y dera ſuch weakneſs? = 
Yoon 5 Er 2 * ; Let 


Fr 7 


Let not men fay ſo gen*rous a deſign - * 
Was but the wanſporr of a heart in love. 


( g, Pu , Philirs's Diſtreſs'd- Mother. 


The reſemblance, you ſee, uns «through 
the whole, and the imitation is apparent; but 
I can tell you more, and what will aſtoniſh 
you: all the ſcenes of Oreſtes and Hermione, 
at leaſt the foundation of them, are taken 


from Garibald and Enduige, two obſcure. 
characters in this obſcure and wretched. 


piece; ſuch barbarous names alone would 
have been ſufficient to damn the play, which 
Boileau * n oi where . ys. 


Qui de tant hs Toro va choifir Chil. 


Amidſt ſo many heroes, who would.chooſe ,; 
A Childebrand ? 


But Garibald, all Garibald as 8 


Plays 
exactly the ſame part with Enduige a as s Oreft 


does With Hertnione; Enduiz e | ves Gri- 
moald, as Hermione does Pyrr us; ne de- 
ſires Garibal to revenge her of a traitor, 


who quits her for Rodelind; as Hermione 
requeſts Oreſtes to revenge her on Pyrrhus, 
who deſerts her for a igh-ivf en 


| 


* 4 111 3 ! + 4h 
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Enduige Got: bel ah er 21297262 


Pour gagner mon amour il faut fervir ma e oi. 


| To gain my love you muſt aſſiſt my hate, 5 


Hermione 


Ave 


E 
Hermione fays, : : KA: 5 5 = 53 1 : Lt 


Vengez moi. Je eros h AT, olog} 30) 
211 272138 


Avege my wrongs,. and Lbelieve ee 1 
n Mother: 


4 
- x © 
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Le pourrez vous, madame? & ſavez — 
Savez vous de Pamour quelles ſont les amorces, 
Savez vous ce qu'il peut, & qu'un viſage aims 

Eſt toujours trop aimable à ce qu'il a charmE?ꝰ 

Si vous nem abuſez, votre ccœur vous 1 og dc. he 


n 


— 


ata 


Ae can you, madam ! Know- you ey 105 ne 
Know you the ſtrong deluſive pow'r of love? 
Know you the face ſhe once admir'd is I 


Moſt beauteous in a doting woman's eye ? * 
ys Ik you deceive not me, you are deceiv'd TR 
FR len 2 
ry THIGH COMBE ach le 
e- Oreſtes, - 
Fo, ien 
ne Et vous le haiſſez.? W madame; 3 : 
ns, | Lamour reſt. Pax; feu q 'on enferme en une, | 
HF aime; f 11 RV 
A Tout nous trahit; la voin, ae len yeux; | 
14D f 
Et les . ne M or = 
(1941 Ant or 9 [tha ES 1 
ore (ff n Mete <Q: g lis #7 | ( 
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Tou bate him then: alas! the flames of love 
K ce not ſo ſoon extinguiſh'd or conceal'd. 

© | Our looks, our words, nay. ev'n our ſilence, ot 
©. Betrays us; and the fre thai's ſmother'd oer 


* I A2 ruty, be hr 

ĨYöbeſe ideas which the genius of Corneille 

- threw out by chance, without improving on 
them, the taſte of Racine gathered up, and 


the gold de fter tore E1nnn. THOtr1s b 69 
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” whilſt Racine, took the advice of Boileau; 


lication of Heraclius, always: declined ; the 
latter roſe every, day into higher reputation. 


and diſgraced the ſtage by the love ſcenes 
* which he A r brought upon it; but 
truth obliges me to 


of the ſame fault. 


; : 
* A 


4 = 


it properly, never ſpoke to the heart, or 


* . 


Cid, which are taken from the Guillain of 
de Caſtro; Corneille- introduced love even 
into the terrible ſubject of Oedipus, which 


"Ras 


.A4 


6 A * 


n e e e e, ß | 
"588 Breaks out afreſh, and only burns the ftercer.. 


formed into a complete work ; he picked out 


Corneille never conſulted any friend, 


and for this reaſon the former, from the pub- 
It is generally believed that Racine enervated 


to acknowledge, that' Cor- 
neille, and before him Rotrou, were guilty 


There is not one of thejr pieces which ig. 
not, partly at leaſt, founded on this paſſion,” 
the only difference is, that they never treated 


made any impreſſion on it. Their love was 
| ne der affecting, except in thoſe ſcenes of the 


you 


1 * 
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EN 3 
may remember I was Bold enouglr u 
attempt about ſeven and forty ycats ago. 
have now by me a letter from Mr. Dacier in 
1714 to hm I ſhewed my third act, im- 
tatedi fror Saphockes, uherein he ad viſes me 
to reſtore the ancient chorus, and by n 
means to talk of love in a ſubject ſo ill 
adapted to it. I followed his advice; and 
; read my, piece to theicomedians, who inſiſted 
N on my withdrawing part of the chorus, and 
I at leaſt bringing in ſome remembrance f 
| love in th part of Philoctetes; that his fentis: + 
„ ments might make ſome” amends; qteyi aid, 
„ forthe! inf a Mam nah” "ol 
0 JIA eee 
© Even the little part of the chorus "which 1 
= retained was never ſpoken: Such Ws the 
d | horrid taſte of thoſe times: Bum yen after, 
s, Athahah, that maſter· piece of dramatic writs! = 
19 ing, was exhibited; the nation ght have /* 
. learned from thine thatthe ſtage could fub- 
y || fiſt without that ſpecies of —— Whicg 
ſo often decal im intoceclogues and idyl-: 3 
2 lnuns. But as Athaäh wäs ſupported bỹx 
is. | the-pathos'of religion]? ed: "1 
1; vas a meceſſity for Joven'all prophane ſub- 
ed J 177 key q E Vote) 3 A 400 1 I? 
or ; fell A »d [od 1; RN bed ll 
as' | At gange eve ße and Oreſtes area * 
ed abe eyes of the public. I am ſatisfied the 
of author of E Electra muſt think as I do in 5 
© anch that he would IR i on 


cn | diced tyo nd aa into W moſt, ſüb- 
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lune end awful fiſhject E antiquity; Ihe had 


not been to it hy the tete hed cuſtom | 
eſtabliſhed - F disfiguring every thing by vw 
theſe Faſhionable puerilities: the ridicule: W. 
nee r 

| Nat EU FSIOTR SHY = 111 Ci wa 
een int ol 39) Ah 0 ttt th 


5 — laughed at us for a dong ame, 
but wWe knew nothing of it; we imagined it 
was impoſſible for a woman to appear on the 
ſtage without faying I love, a hundred dif- af 
ferent ways, and in verſes loaded with | 
botching dithets Nothing was heard but ad 
flamine and ame, feux and veux, cœur and 
vainqueur. But Corneille roſe far above 
theſe trifles 1 in his Horace, Cinna, Pompey, 
c. allhis- pieces will furniſh me with en- 
| tertaining anecdotes; and intereſting: reflec- 
tions- Do net be furpriſell if my'comMmen» 
taries ſhould ſwell inte us nan volumes as 
your Cicero Pretaib on the academy to 
continue its kind protection to me, and its 
inſtructions,” and above all aſſiſt jt with pot | 
own example Ther böckſgllers of Geneva 
who have undertaken this edition by conſent: 
2 aſſure me that nothing was 
i at ſo low a price; it is neceſ- 
dy ibdeed that it ſhould be fo, that thoſe 
whoſe/fortune-is not {equal to tlieir taſte and 
SH DIRE s 1  Fidng +17 knowledge 


. 2 ih 771 oh j - 3 | 14 Proper hem 40 —— 


Th. „Fife, Foul . breg x6 | © 
3 theſe. don't Thimm in Eng TS me het yy 7 5 0 5 "pre 
be krauſlatelf: iftheawvthor had Written 3 in our rong 865 os: 
de would have ſaid, fire, defire, arme, charqhs, "4 | 15 
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t 29 | 
knowledge, may enjoy the benefit of it It 
u bad to be mad d preſent of to thoſe. 
| who are not in a capacity to purchaſe ir: 
| works are generally given to che rich and 
F -great; though the contrary Harn moſt cer 
rainy to take place, which is with regard 0 
5 thig edition, the intention of ſome? — the 
moſt conſiderable perſons in the nation, who. - 
, make ta point to pay all poſſible honotius to. 
he great Corneille, almoſt a hundred & 
F ron ir and in rhe defy: of tim 5 

A Da as 5 ee vill 
: 1 5 Merry hiſtory cannot furmiſn us Wich 
an example of any thing fo extraordinary as: 
what has happened in regard to this. affair. 
Two perſons whom I never had thezhonowr- 
of ſeeing, hom I never ſo much as wrote 
to or ſolicited, voluntarily undertook the taſſæ 
with that zeal and allueins without which it 
<a not N 2 ſucceeded. 
L 14 E003 £87 eVf13D 
19 Olubofivhans.i is as Qutchels of Gramont, . 
who warmly patroniſed the ſcheitie,” prevailed 
on a conſiderable. number of —_— to. 
ſubſcribe to it, and who, in ſhort 


erofity and greatneſs of 
Auge; for Mr. Corneille, though an utter 
could have 


ſtranger to her, every ching rh. 
been expected ftom a moſt intimate friend 
and acqubimance. aſſlire you the fineſt 
tt pieces of the great Corneilte himſelf never 
«Qed: me more than this incident. 
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16 
Our other benefactor, would you believe 
e the court Banker, Mr. Delaborde 
who, without — knowledge of me, or ac- 
duainting we with his intention, procured 
above a e ſubſcriptions, which we ne- 
ver even heard of here till after it was done. 
Thus generouſly ſupported and encouraged, 
WT” . the liberty to addreſs the king, our 
FSreat protector, to permit his name to be 
Placed at the head of the ſubſcription : I flat- 
. tered: myſelf he would condeſcend to take 
fifty copies; he took two hundred. I appli- 
ed for a dozen from his royal highneſs the 
infant duke of Parma, x4 ſubſcribed for 
thirty. Almoſt all the princes of the blood 
ae us their names. The duke of Choiſeul 
et thimſelf down for twenty the marchio- 


'W des ef Pompadour, to whom I; had not fo 


much as written, took fifty, her brother 
twelve. Amongſt the members of our aca- 
demy, the count Clermont, cardinal de 
-  Sernes, marſhal Richelieu, and the duke of 
Nie mois diſtinguiſned themſelves. 7 OPM 
or. enge To 12d un 21d awibil 

vis Mr. Wareler, not only takes five copies, 
_ thiit is ſo good as to deſign and grave the 
frontiſpiece, aſſiſting us both with his genius 
and his purſe. But what will you; ſay when 
1-tell yourthat Mr. Bouret! whom: F-ſearce 
mma for four nndaweoty ?. 

g Allg % 18279 i Yo. 2295 
All this, was done before, any: notice, was 
given of printing it, and before it was e 
what 


b 
1 4 1 


what would be the price of it. The com- 


pany of farmers- general ſubſcribed for ſixty, 
and ſeveral other ſocieties have followed 
their example. This noble emulation 'be- 
; comes general: ſcarce was the firſt r 
of this edition ſpread in Germany, before the 
elector palatine, and the duschels of Saxe- 
gotha exerted themſelves in favour of it. 
At London we have my lord Cheſterfield, 
lord Middleton, Mr. Fox the ſecretary of 
ſtate, the duke of Gordon, Mr. Crawford, 
and ſeveral ohen, 


* (4 ' 4 4 * ee „5 1 
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You ſee, my Was Srother; how, whilſt | 
politics divide kingdoms, and fanaticiſm ſe- 
parates fellow-citizens, the belles lettres re- 
unite them: what can reflect more honour | 
and praiſe on the polite arts? As much as © 
men deſpiſe and contemn thoſe who diſgrace © 

literature by their infamous periodical abuſe, 
and thoſe alſo who perſecute and oppreſs it, 
ſo much do they reſpe& and honour Coe.” 4 
neille in every part of Europe. 1 


DR . 0ST 


2: _m_ 


The bookſellers of Geneva who hah un- 
dertaken this edition, enter generouſſy into 
the deſign of it. They are 2 family who 
many years have been in the council; _ of 
them is a member. They are in ſhort men 
who think as they ought to think, and con- 
ſult not their intereſt but their reputation. 
They will receive no money from any one 
till — the _— 7 . firſt volume; 


* aud 


e 


* 


N 16 } 

and give twelve or thirteen volumes in octa- 
vo, with three and thirty fine prints for two 
Jouiſd'ors: a great deal muſt certainly be 
Joſt by & it could not be done therefore 
y way of precaution to ſecure the ſale of the 
Sopies; it was abſolutely. neceſſary, and 
Without the benefactions of the king, and 
the generoſity of thoſe who aſſiſted, the 
ſcheme, like many other projects, would 

have been firſt n of, and Raw Zo 
to the ground. 


I aſk pardon for the length of m 3 
but commentators never know when yl leave 


off, and yet ny * may: e to 0p 
[purpoſe 


: : 


* If you "Kt a mind I ſhould. fy gnod 
—__ write to me, & c. 
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Mr. VOLTAIRE's Anſwer to; the Duke 
of BOUILLON,, who had Written him 
a Letter in Verſe, on the Edingn, of 
CORNEILL Public X 1 

e that 


the Benefit fit ec . 


Man. 200016 ＋ 139 MN "TESA 9; 1&1) 
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o e deb lc n la Farre; 
my lord, wh& began to diſcbveri his genius 
for poetry at about y 
certain more valuable talents ſeemed to d 


- 


*% 


cline, and to-acquaint- him chan there, were. 


other pleaſures reſerved for him. His firſt 
verſes, werg dedicated to 78 ſegonch to 


the abbe, d Ae e CEE 


offered to me lor — 9 
e er 1907 more A0 ed 
you for jt. Rog oe I have always 
triumphed Gebr. y Bene to you 4 5 
indebted for my greateſt triumph en 
1215 eit 016919) ION ' lgnrom tb: de 
*Midft barrelirodiadha!tuelltelt peas plays .4/ 
Whilſt Corneille's daughter liſtens to his «yg 


Nor ſhall regfret ahy banks, delightful Seine, 
Whillt bells prait'd and fung by great, T Turenne. 
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age; when ſome 5 A 


1 
it * 


[ 95 1 
There ever is a kind retreat for me, 
Or with Bellona, or Melpomene; 


Favour'd by theſe, and ſuch as theſe alone, 


1 laugh at folly, malice, and Freron. 


Ti double joy, and makes our bliſs complete 


To fee pale env) 'proſtfate at bot feet, | 
To brave the ray ous  harpies, thus deere, 


Fon « n dan er, bes nei, 785 to ch the feat; 102 


eee, 
ks di ſtance heard, are pleaſant harmony. d 


We Fest! it is, w hilſt in my Chloe's arms * 


Conpent.l ſi, enrapipr'd with ber; n 
Totwrite, inſpir hy my fuperigr . br 


. Atwire on mywetched rivals fate, aq. 10 
Tb make me whining otin WH fabanity" iz 


ow v boch abe ref and the Mt? Bs io 
22 if? 10} D 7 . 27 2911 1 940 <3; * $i , 


01 But is, %ou?l} (ay, is not a Chriſtivn's path, 
En all my heart; oy 
"hep l lea? But ileßn has 
ow! fown * th m me t hat cpr ens are 'but- nen: 
The wor! by fate of warfare,” and we 1 7 
inev ry place hath ev man a ſoe .. 


Miaſt mortals here eternal quarrels riſe; 


5 


Nay, we have heard of battles im Ihe ſkies; ss 


el eid ot ens 191d guats d gllignmo Dd MM The 


Tree Ginn &f ibele“ lente Wildt Wi 


in a. nate, that his Rerthier was, formerly a Jesuit, 


ſſed enemy of genius and literature z a kind 
loyed by ſome devotees of the court, ea, 
ived 3 : 
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For wealth, for pow'r, for We op and for 


* 
65 
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The court, the army, and the church have fought 


nought; a 
Ev'n fair Parnaſſus, to Ra | 
Hath fought with ardour for an empty name. 
ei . „ : ne 1 10 1 . NI 
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We ſit above, my friend, ho better know, 
And laugh at all the litile crowd. below. 
|  Tavghers as we are, my lord, we may aun 
be dag good © Your lordſhip Fam ſure wilt 
to Mrs. Corneille. Tou have — me to 
tax you for as many copies as I pleaſe; If I 
conſulted your heart only, I ſhould rate 
like the king, and put you down for two hun- 
dred; bur as I kh] you are perpetually 
ſcattering your moneyabroad in evety placc, 
till ſornetimes you are left without a ſhilling; 
I ſhall reduce you to fix, and increaſe the 
number as ſoon as I find you are turned oeco- 
nomiſt:. H Ain chr ai ah. e ee 
Mano; why; 2914 98917 22687 af.30 acer 25 


I beſeech your highnefs to p reſerve; your 
pg for your poor Swils, wil 919 OT 
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de chivalry, by thus expoſing yo 55 — own 


perſon in defence of your faithful followers, 
when in danger; but the little error which 
= mts” Va ava en ns 
ing your pro ition. n. Few gr 
coners. would have delivered the Sermones. 
tui, printed in 1602. Raillery apart, to 
Put eurſell in the breach <qr-300; I 


Action worthy of your noble heart. 1 


. n asp D. 418880 T's: 1 e 
on told me, in your firſt letter; that 
Urceus Codrus was a great preacher; your ſe- 
cond informs me he was a great libertine, 
but no cordelier. Nau 1aflk pardon of St. 
Francis and all the ſeraphic order, for the 
canferbpt ita winch I am fallen. Tj join with 
Vou, and put on my penitentials; but it ſtill 
remains true, that the myſteries repreſented 
at the Hotel de Bourgogne were more de- 
cent than moſt of our modern ſermons. 
Place who we pleaſe in the room of W 


. Codrus, and we ſhall L you VE 
| . 


* 
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There i is not a word in the myſteries offen- 
five to piety and good manners. Forty peo- 
ple would never agree to write and act ſacred 
in French, that ſhould diſguſt the 
public by their indecency; and of courſe ob- 
lige them to ſhut up t doors. But an 
ignorant preacher, ho works by himſelf, 
and is accountable to none for what he does, 
who has no idea of decorum, may very pro- 
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fF | bablyadvance'ſome ridiculous" things in his 
x | ſermon, eſpecially when he delivers it id 
* Latin Sdeh, for inſta ce, are the diſcouts | 
n ſes of the Crdelier Maillard, which you un- 
- doubtedly have in your large and valuable A | 
d colleQtionz in his ſermon on the Thurſday ©» 
1 in the ſecond week of Lent, he addreſſes 
e || himſelf thus to che lawyers wives 9 wore wo 
N gowns embroidered With gold. Dee 2 = 
l . 
a | "© ou ay you are doathed according to 4 
„een g6 to de deri ladies, you and” = 
een together.» You” will ation MN 
© perhaps, our Vb: don't gives theſe .4 
„ee wo ee them bycthoindulicy YN 
ne || of our: e rcer Vodkes: the t 2 F 
h en induſtry, wear B =_ 
il 5 dies too. Na I 4 11 Ait! LOVE 
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not were likewiſe famous for their filthineſs. 
The Pulpit was not indeed always polluted 

| by, obſcenity; but for a long time ſermons 
were little better than the e of 38s 
Ol de Doutgagye: 2: ni ant c iki 
n muſt be e 5 ge mem- 

bers of what they call the reformed churc!: 

m France, were the firſt that brought rea 

ſoning and argument into their diſcourſes. 
When we want to change the ideas, and al- 

ter the principles of men, we muſt make 

uſe of reaſon; but this was ſtill very far 
- from eloquence. The pulpit, the bar, the 

4 ſtage, philoſophy, literature, theology, every 
IF Þ We. could 2 of 1 in thoſe; times, ſome 
W.particulars excepted, were beneath the 
common pieces exhibited at a country Kite 2 


Fru taſte as not eſtabliſhed amongſt us ſary, 
du the reign of Lewis XIV., It was this || king 
Which long ſince determined me to. ttempe || in th 
2 light ſseteh of that,glotious-@era ;-abd you Þ| the g 

have Obſerved; in that, fee ee age- of m 
3 my hero more than Lewis himſelf, what tend. 
reſpect and Grate ſoever may, Nan due, to He i. 


his memory. 807 2915 eil ſh 

| the h 
. TY true indeed that, in gegeral, dur ly, 2 
neghdour made no greatex 2 than 0017 Bate, 
| ſelves... Hey, happened it that | hat 
preach for Ser, and yer F \preachy; ig — v1 whie] 

85 2 EY Wal afh 1997037 - 2 nbog um heart: 
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and that the Italians, who had ſo long before 
ſhook. off their barbarity in other reſpects, 
with regard. to the pulpit were but ſo many 
harlequins with ſurplices on! Whilſt at the 
name time the Jeruſalem of Taſſo tival'd the 
lad, and Orlando Furioſo ſurpaſſed the 
g Odyſſey; Paſtor Fido had no model in all 
J antiquity, and Raphael and Paul Veroneſe 
actually performed what was 3985 magned 
| of FOOT «and Apelles. O "129 


i. Ad i... hs 


1 110 Dat tigt 
> Fon muſt certainly, my lord, 2 wad 
7 the council of Trent. There is not a 
ein the kingdom, I ſuppoſe, who does not 
y Þ| peruſe ſome part of it every morning. -You 
e remember the ſermon at the opening of the 
e cet IF, the biſhop,of Bironto. , 0 
| i ( i} 2 cell L 
"Hep IP, firſt, that the 9 is nedeſ- 
18 ſary, becauſe ſeveral councils. have depoſed 
18 kings and em erors. Secondly, becauſe, 
bt. in the Fneid, Jupiter aſſembles 4 council,of 
u- the gods. -Fhirdly, becauſe, Atithe creation 
ze of man, and the building of Babel, God) at- 
attended to it in the manner of a council. 
to He inſiſts on it, a little after, chat the coun- 
- [cl ſhould reduce themſelves to thirty, like 
the herons in the Trojan horſe, And, -final- 
r I, 9s, that the Bate, of Paradiſe, and the 
, wh ot, the council was the ſame! thin 
hat living Wpter flowed; from it, wa 
whieh the holy fathers ſhould ſpginkle. their 
* whic were as dry lands; or, in lieu 
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not were likewiſe famous for their filthineſs. 
The Pulpit was not indeed always polluted 
dy obſcenity; but for a long time ſermons 
were little better than the en of 5 


1 


Z L #1 
* 


3 1 


'h muſt be 898 5 . mem 

bers of what; they call the reformed church 
m France, were the firſt that brought rea 
ſoning and argument into their diſcourſes. 
When we want to change the ideas, and al- 
ter the principles of men, we muſt make 
uſe of reaſon; but this was ſtill very far 


from eloquence. | 


The pulpn, the bar, the 


ſtage, pit loſophy, literature, theology, every 
thing we could beaſt of in thoſe times, ſome 
few particulars excepted, were beneath the 
common pieces exhibited at a country ie 2 


Trae: taſte was not eſtabliſhed amongſt, us 


au the reign of Lewis XIV., 


Which leng ſince determined me 


2 flight ſketelyof that gloriouis æ ra; 
have Obſer ved: in that hiſt 
is my chero more than Lewis hi 
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and that the Italians, who had ſo long before 
ſhook. off their barbarity in other reſpects, 
with regard to the pulpit were but ſo man 

harlequins with ſurplices on! Whilſt at the 
ſame. time the Jeruſalem of Taſſo rival'd the 
ſliad, and Orlando Furioſo ſur paſſed the 
Odyſſey; Paſtor Fido had no model in all 
antiquity, and Raphael and Paul Veroneſe 


performed what was, 722 imagined 
of Zeuxis and Apelles. ord, e 


. 
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"You muſt certainly. my lord, and 
the council of Trent. There is not a 
in the kingdom, I ſuppoſe, who does. not 
peruſe ſome part of it every morning. Jou 
remember the ſermon 5 the opening of the 
n by, the: biſhop.of Bont. Bo 

8 9017 1 | 04 

He proves, firſt, that the por is negeſ- 
ary; becauſe ſeveral. councils: have depoſed 
kings and emperors. Secendly, becauſe, 
in thegRneid, er aſſembles a gouncib;of 
the gods. Thirdhy, becauſe, at the creation 
of man, and the building of Babel, God:aty 
tended to it in the manner of a council. 
He inſiſts on it, a little after, that the gaun- 
cil ſhopld reduce themſelves to thixxy, like 
the heroeg in the Trojan horſe, And, final: 
ly,: ny the Bate, of Paradiſe, and ih 
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of this, that the Holy Ghoſt would open mw 
their mouths like this rr of. Balaam and lette 
Caiphas. k ro ac afoot WY WEB! 
This, my lord, was presched before" All dr 
the general ſtates of Chriſtendom. © The ſer- 
mon of St. Antony of Padua to the fiſh is 
ſtill more famous in Italy than that of the bi- 
ſhop of Bitonto; we may excuſe, therefore, 
our brother Andrew, brother Garaſle, nod 
all the Giles's of our pulpits in the ſixteenth 
and' ſeventeenth centuries, as they were but 
on a level with our maſters the Italians. 
What could be the cauſe of this groſs igno- 
tance, ſo univerſally ſpread over Italy in the 
time of Taſſo; over France in the days of 
Montagne, Charron, and the chancellor de 
PHoſpital; and over England in the age 
of Bacon ? How happened it that theſe men 


in? We muſt attribute it to the colleges 
Where youth were educated; to that onkiſh 
theologic ſpirit which Hniſhed the barbariſm 
that hh colleges had introduced.  A-genius, 
as Taſſo was, read Virgil, and produced the 
Jeruſalem. A merchant read Terence, and 


wrote Mandragora; but what menk or 855 5 
rate, at that time of day, read 1 r D Corn 
moſthenes? A poor we wretched Gele iter 


| foi half an ideot by being obliged,” for 
years together, to get John De autere 
by Pz 22 127 1 by fu ng 

$ a theſis 
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a theſis de rebus & partibus, on thoughts 
and categories, received his cap, and his 
letters of recommendation, and away he 
went to preach to an audience, three parts 


„of whom were greater fools, and worſe 
Il Wl educated than himſelf. 


A. 3 


5 The people liſtened to theſe 8 
'- farces with outſtretched necks, fixed eyes, 


and open mouths, as children do to ſtories of 
N witches and apparitions, and returned home 


perfect penitents. The ſame ſpirit that made 
ut them give ear to the nonſenſe of a fooliſh mo- 
8. ther, led them to theſe ſermons; which they 
attended the more diligently, as it coſt them 
He YI nothing. It was not till the time of Coef- 

of feteau and Balzac that ſome preachers began 
to talk rationally; though at the ſame time 
ge they were very tireſome. Bourdaloue, in 
ſhort, was the firſt man of any eloquence in 
ed the pulpit. Of this, Burnet, biſhop of Saliſ- 
ges WW bury, bears teſtimony, in his Memoirs; 
where he tells us, that, in travelling through 
France, he was aſtoniſhed at his ſermons; 
and that Bourdaloue reformed the preachers 

of England, as well as thoſe of France. | 


Bourdaloue might be ſtiled almoſt the 
Corneille of the pulpit, as Maſſillon became 
ffterwards the Racine of it. Not that I 
mean to compare an art, half profane, to a 
miniſtry well-nigh holy; nor, on the other 
: _ the little aificulty of making a good 
ſermon 


by + 
ſermon to the great and inexpreſſible one of 
compoſing a good tragedy. Ionly fay, that 


Bourdaloue carried the art of reaſoning as 
far in preaching as Corneille did in the dra- 
ma; and that Maſſillon ſtudied to be as ele- 
gant in proſe, as Racine was in verſe. True 
indeed it is, that Bourdaloue was reproach- 

ed, as well as Corneille, for being too much 
of a lawyer, for preferring argument to paſ⸗- 
ſion, and ſometimes producing but indiffe- 
Tent proofs. Maſſillon, on the other hand, 

choſe rather to paint, than to affect; he imi- 
tated Racine as much as it was poſſible to 
do it in proſe; not forgetting, at the ſame 
time, boldly to aſſert, that all dramatic au- 
thors would be damned. Every quack, 
you know, muſt cry up his own noſtrum, 
and condemn thoſe of others. His ſtile is 
pure; his deſcriptions moving and pathetic, 
Read over this paſſage on the OY of 
the great. 


« Alas! if any of us have an excuſe fu 
„being moroſe, whimfical, and melancholy, 
« burthen to ourſelves and all about us, it 
« muſt be thoſe miſerable wretches, whom 
«© misfortunes, calamities, home-felt _ 
„ tity, and gloomy cares perpetually 
round. They might! be forgiven, 'f with 
* mourning, bitterneſs, and deſpair already 
in their hearts, the marks of it ſhould 
= ſometimes n in their external be- 
| F © 'hayiour. 


LY 
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« haviour. But ſhall the great and happy 
” __ world, whom jo Joy and pleaſure ac- 
66 whilſt ev ery thing ſmiles around 


N 
« them; . theſe pretend to derive, even | 
« from their felicity, an excuſe for their 1 
« churliſhneſs and caprice? Shall they be | 


« melancholy, diſquieted, and unſociable, 


« b=cauſe they are more happy? Shall they 
« look upon it as the privilege of proſpe- 
«rity to oppreſs with the weight of their 
« ill humour the poor and unfortunate, who 
« alieady groan beneath the yoke of their 
„ power and authority! * 


Recollect, at the lane time, theſe lines 1 in 
Britannicus: 


Tout ce que vous voyez conſpire a vos deſirs 
Vos j jours toujours ſerins coulent dans les plaifirs 
L'empire en eſt pour vous l'inẽpuiſable ſource, 
Ou ſi quelque chagrin en interrompt la courſe, 
Tout l'univers, ſoignant de les entretenir 
S' empreſſe a |'cffacer de votre ſouvenir. 
Britannicus eſt ſeul, quelqu' ennui qui le preſſe, 
Il ne voit dans fon ſort que moi qui l'intereſſe, 
Et n'a pour tous plarfirs, ſeigneur, que quelques 
pleurs | | 
W lui font e ge oublier ſes malheurs, 


Whate" er thaks leeſ} confoires;t to Oy then, happy, 
Serene thy days in endleſs pleaſures flow | | _ 
From the wide empire's unexhauſted ſpring; 3 * 1 
25513 - 2 
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Or if intruding forrow, for a while, 

Breaks in upon thy joys, the world itſelf, 

Still anxious for thy good, with ardour ftrives. * 

To blot out every painful ſad idea, 

And give thee peace again. — Britannicus, 

Meantime, is left alone; when cares. oppreſs, 

J, only I, participate his griefs, | 

And all his comfort is the tears I ſhed,, | 

Which ſometimes makes the wieich, forget his for- 
rows. 


Ia comparing theſe two paſſages together, 
I perceive the ſcholar, as it were, contending 
with his maſter. I could ſhew you twenty 
more examples of the ſame nature, but that 
Tam afraid of being tedious. 


Maſſillon and Cheminais knew Racine. by 
heart, and diſguiſed the verſes of that divine 
poet 1n their pious proſe. In the ſame man- 
ner ſeveral preachers learned the art of de- 
clamation from Baron, and corrected the 
geſture of the-comedian by that of the ſacred 
orator. Nothing can be a ſtronger proof 
than this, that . arts at leaſt are brothers, 
though the artiſts themſelves are far from 
being ſo. 


The worſt of ſermons is, that they are on- 
ly fo many declamations pro and con. The 
ame man who affirmed laſt Sunday that 
there was no felicity in grandeur, that 

| crowns 


joy is 


16 ] 
crowns are thorns, that courts are full of 
nothing but illuſtrious wretches, and that 
fpread over the faces of the poor, will 
tell you, the Sunday after, that the lower 
part of mankind is condemned to miſery and 
ſorrow; and that the rich and great muſt one 
day pay for their dangerous proſperity. 


They will inform you, in Advent, that 
God is perpetually employed in removing all 
the wants and neceſſities of mankind ; and, 
when Lent comes, aſſure you, that the earth 
is barren and accurſed. Theſe common 
places, with a few flouriſhing phraſes, carry 
them on from one end ef the year to the 
other. 


The preachers in England follow another 
method, which would not ſuit us at all. 
The deepeſt book of * metaphyſtes which 
they have is Clarke's ſermons: one would 
imagine he had preached only to philoſo- 
phers, who perhaps too, at the end of every 
period, might have required of him a long 
explanation; and the Frenchman at London, 


1% whom nothing could be proved, would 
ſoon have left the preacher there. His dif- 
f | N courſes, 


®; Clarke's; ſetmom are hy _ means — Mr. Vol- 
aire bers, aſſetts, all metaphy ſical: thoſe; indeed. on, 
he beg of a God, Uo. ye certainly ſo; but there 
are withal as many excelle 
ain 


| t, plain, 'praQical difcour - 
this colleclion, as in any of our beſt writers. 
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Sn however, make an excellent hin 
which very few underſtand. What a diffe- 
rence there is between ages and nations! and 
how far off are brother Garaſſe and Ft, 
Andrew from Maſſillon and Clar ke! 6 


From my ſtudy of biſtdry | ** at leaſt 
learned, that the times we live in are cer- 
tainly of all times the moſt enlightened, in 
ſpite of our bad books, as they are alſo the 
moſt happy, in ſpite of ſome caſual misfor- 
tunes: for what man of letters can be igno- 
rant that good taſte was brought into France 
about the time of Cinna, and the Provincial 
Letters! or where is he, who has any know- 
ledge of hiſtory, that can point out a period 
of time, from the days of Clovis, more 
happy than what has paſſed ſince the ra 
when Louis XIV. began to reign by him- 
ſelf, down to the preſent moment? I defy 
the-moſt malevolent to tell me what age he 
would prefer to our own. | | 
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we muſt 4 juſtice; z we l m 
chat, at preſentz''a geometritian of four- and- 


twenty knows more than ever Deſcartes did; 


and that a country vicar preaches more ſen⸗ 
ſibly than the grand almoner of Louis XII. 
The nation is better inſtructed, our ſtile 
in general is much improved, and conſe- 
quently the minds of men gr 95 7 e 
now to What Ls were ee 
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You will ſay,” perhaps, that our age is at 
preſent on the decline, and that we have not 


ſo much genius and abilities amongſt us as 
we had in the glorious days of Louis XIV. 
Genius, I grant you, decays; but know- 
ledge is increaſed. A thouſand painters, in 
the time of Salvator Roſa,” were nat worth a 
Raphael, or a Michael Angelo; but the 
thouſand painters formed by Raphael and 
Michael Angelo compoſed a Cool; iafinitely 
ſuperior to that which thoſe two great men 
found eſtabliſhed. We have not, indeed, at 
the cloſe of our fine age, a Maffillon, or a 
Bourdaloue, a Boſſuet, or a Fenelon; but 
the pooreſt of our preſent preachers is a 
Demoſthenes, in compariſon with all thoſe 
who preached from the times of St. Remi to. 
thoſe of brother Garaſſe. 


There is more difference between the 
worſt of our modern tragedies and the pieces 
of Jodelle, than between the Athaliah of 
Racine and the Maccabees of La Motte, or 
the Moſes of the 'abbe. Nadal. Upon the 
whole, in the productions of the mind our 
artiſts fall ſhort of thoſe who flouriſhed in 
the dawn and meridian of our golden age; 
but the nation itſelf is improved. We are 
over - run indeed with trifles, and mine are 
always adding to the number: theſe are but 
ſo many inſedts, which denote the abundance, 
of fruits and flowers; you ſee none pf them, 
in a Barren ſoil. You will obſerve, 0 in 

theie 
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' theſe little pieces that are perpetually coming 
out, deſtroyed one by another, and all of 
them, 1n a few days, condemn'd to eternal 
oblivion, there is often more taſte and deli- 
cacy than you will find in all the books writ- 
ten before the Provincial Letters. Such is 
our affluence in wit, when compared to the 
poverty of twelve hundred years paſt. 


If you examine into the preſent ftate of 
our manners, laws, government, and ſocie- 
ty, you will find my accompt ſtrictly juſt, 
I date from the moment Lewis XIV. took 
the reins into his own hand, and would aſk 
the moſt exaſperated critic, the graveſt pa- 
negyriſt of times paſt, whether he durſt 
compare the preſent period with'that when 
the archbiſhop of Paris went to parliament 
with a poignard in his pocket? Or would he 
prefer the preceding age, when the firſt mi- 
niſter was ſhot, and his wife condemned to 
be burned for a witch? Ten or twelve years 
of the great Henry IV. appear happy, after 
forty of abominations and horrors, that make 
one's hair ſtand an end; but whilſt the beſt 
of princes was employed in healing our 
wounds, they bled on every fide. The poi- 
ſon of the league infected every mind; fa- 
milies were divided; the manners of men 
harſh and diſagreeable. Fanaticiſm reigned 
univerſally, except at the court. Com 
merce, indeed, began to increaſe; but was 
not, as yet, attended with any great advan- 


tages. 
* 
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tages. Society had no charms, our cities no 
police; all the comforts, in ſhort, and con- 
veniences of life were ſtill wanting. Figure 
to yourſelf, at the ſame time, a hundred 
thouſand aſſaſſinations committed in the 
name of God. Amidſt the ruins of cities 
laid in aſhes, - even to the time of Francis I. 
ou will ſee Italy ſtained with our blood, a 
Bag priſoner at Madrid, and the enemy in 
the midſt of our provinces. my 


The name of Pater Patrie was given to 
Lewis XII. but this father had ſome very un- 
fortunate children, and was ſo himſelf : dri- 
ven, out of Italy, duped by the pope, con- 
quered by Henry VIII. and obliged to bribe 
him to marry his ſiſter. He was a good 
king, over a poor uncultivated people, with- 
out arts or manufacture; the houſes of his. 
capital built with lath and plaiſter, and moſt 
of them covered with thatch Who would 
not rather wiſh to live under a good king, 
over a people opulent and wiſe, though dog- 
matical and miſchievous? | 


The further you go back into former ages, 
the more ſavage you will find them; which 
renders our hiſtory ſo diſguſtful, that we 
have been forced to make chronological 


abridgments in columns, where every thing 


neceſſary is inſerted, and only that which is 
uſeleſs omitted, for the ſake of thoſe curious 
readers who are deſirous of knowing in what 


C year 


. 
3 
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year the Sorbonne was founded, and are in 
doubt whether the equeſtrian ſtatue in the 
Gothic cathedral at Paris is of Philip of a- 
lois or Philip the Fair. 


To ſay the truth, we have not really and Te 
toperly exiſted above ſix ſcore years. Laws, 
police, military diſcipline, trade, navigation, 
the fine arts, magnificence, taſte, and ge- 
nius, all began in the time of Lewis XIV. I 
Some of them are ripening to perfection in the 
our own age, which I meant to inſinuate, wh 
when I advanced, that every thing hereto- ma 
fore was rude and barbarous, andthe pulpit wr 
amongſt them. | Urceus Codrus moſt cer- ho 
F. * tainly was not worth talking ſo long about; tha 
but he has furniſhed me with reflections col 
which may not perhaps be intifely uſeleſs; the 
we ſhould endeavour to draw ſome advantage che 
en every thing. 
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To my Lord LY.T.TLETON; a 
| London. ; We 


HAVE read the ingenious 8 of 
the Dead, lately roars by your lordſhip, 
where I find myſelf — of as a_ baniſhed 
man, and guilty © y exceſſes in my 
writings. I am oblived, —_ forthe 
honour of my country, publicly to declare, 
that I never was baniſhed, becauſe I- never 
committed thoſe erimes which the author of 


the Dialogues has thought fit to — to en 4 


charge. 


No man ever exerted himſelf more ſtre- 
nuouſly than myſelf in favour of the rights 
of humanity, and yet never have I gone be- 
yond the bounds of that virtue. I am not 
eſtabliſhed in Swiſſerland, as this author, 
who has been miſinformed, ventures to aſ- 
ſert. I live on my own eſtate in France. 
Retirement is fit for old men, who have 
liyed long enough in courts to deteſt and 
avoid them, and who enjoys new life in a 
peaceable retreat, with a few ſenfible and 
faithful friends. I have indeed a little coun- 
try houſe near Geneva; but my reſidence 


C- 2 and 


* 


[+ 32+ ] 

and ſeat are in Burgundy. The king's 
goodneſs to me, all the privileges belonging 
to my eſtate, and the exemption of it From 
all taxes, has moreover firmly attached me to 


dis perſon. If I had been baniſhed, I could 


not have procured paſſports from our court 

for ſeveral of the Engliſh nobility. The 

ſervice which I did them gives me a claim 
© that juſtice which I expect from the au- 
hor of the Dialogues. 


With 5 to religion, I think, and 1 
believe he thinks ſo too, that God is neither 


Preſbyterian nor Lutheran, high or low 


«church, but the father of all mankind, of 
Jord Lyttleton, and of 1255 


From the caſtle of Ferney, 
in Burgundy. 


LETTER 


VOLTAIRE. 
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LETTER V. 


To the Abbe TRUBLET, who had ſent 
him his diſcourſe on his being admitted a. 
Member of the French Academy. 


FT” ww TW Off nr WW = WS Www 


Chateau de Ferney, 27: April, 1761. 
Yo UR letter, Sir, together with your 


generous manner of acting, prove that you 

are not my enemy; though, by your book, 

I ſhould have ſuſpected you of being ſo. 1 

had much rather give credit to your letter 
than to your book. You have ſaid in print, 
that I made you yawn; and I have faid in 
print, that I laughed at it. It only follows 
from hence, that you are not eaſily diverted, - -. 
and. that I am a bad joker. Upon the whole, . 
both in yawning and in laughing you keep 
me company! and we muſt forget every 
thing like good Chriftians, and good Aca- 


Py. = my ot 


4 


* 


demicians. 


1 like your diſcourſe extremely well, and 
q am obliged to you for ſending it me; as to 
R your letter, 2 


| Nardi parvus Onyx 
Eliciet cadum. 


C3. I beg 


84 J . 


I beg pardon for quoting Horace, which 
your heroes' Fontenelle and la Motte never 
did; and muſt tell you, that I was not born 
with more malice in my heart than yourſelf, 
and am at the bottom an honeſt fellow. It 
is true indeed, that having, ſome years 
ago, taken it into my head that one got no- 
thing by being fo, I grew a little gay, be- 
cauſe they ſaid it would be good he my 
health. Beſides that I did not think my- 


ſelf fo conſiderable and important as always 


to diſdain certain illuſtrious enemies, who 
attacked me perſonally for the ſpace of forty 
F and who one after another ſeemed re- 
ſolved on my deſtruction, and perſecuted me 


"With as much zeal as if J had contended 


Vith them for a biſhopric, or the place of a 


-farmer-general. I fell upon them, at laſt, 
out of pure modeſty, and actually believed 


— Myſelf upon a level with them; as Tully 


ſays, „ 
* r e 
7250 4 i + 
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In arenam cum æqualibus deſcendi. p 
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Believe me, Sir, I make a great difference 
between you and them; but I well remem- 
ber, when, I was at Paris, both my rivals 
and myſelf were people of very little conſe- 
quence; poor ſcholars of the age of Lewis 
XIV. ſome in verſe, ſome in proſe, ſome 
half one and half the other (of which num- 
ber I had the honour to be one) indefati- 


gable writers of very,middling performances, 


great 
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great compoſers of trifles, weighing moſt , 
gravely the eggs of flies in ſcales of ſpiders © 


webs. I ſaw ſcarce any thing but a little 
quackery, and am perfectly convinced of the 
nothingneſs of my own writings; but as I 
equally perceive the nothingneſs of all the 
reſt, I imitate the Vejanius of Horace, 


Vejanius, armis 


Herculis ad pofiem fis, latet abditus agro, 


It is from this retreat, I now aſſure yqu 
with the greateſt ſincerity, that I find a 
great many uſeful and agreeable things in 
what you have wrote: that I moſt cordially 
forgive the pinches I have received. from 
you, and am ſorry for the little ſcratches: 
which 1 have given you: that your manner 


of procegding has for ever diſarmed my re- 


ſentment; that good-nature is better than 
raillery : and that I am, my dear brother, 
with the trueſt eſteem, and: without a com- 
pliment, as if nothing had happened between 
us, with all my heart, yours, &c., 


* 


We. } 


I. * 8 
* 
* ' A * 


En 


LETTER VI. 


EPISTLE wo SOPHIA. 


2 I Rome of old, as ancient poets ſing, 
And I believe, dame Flora was the thing; 


DiQators, heroes, conſuls, all the crowd 

Of Glory's fav'rites at her altars bow'd ; 

The rich, the poor, the giddy, and the grave, 
Or prince, or peaſant, proud to be her ſlave : 
With Cupids then the Roman eagles play'd, 

And ſported with her in the claſſic ſhade; 

. Crown'd by the gen'ral voice the queen of flow? 6 
In feſtive mirth ſhe led the jocund hours; | 


For many an age ſhe kept th' imperial ſeat, 


And ſaw the world's proud conqu'rors at her feet. 
At length her reign is o'er, the time is come, 
When Paris in her queen ſhall rival Rome. 

At length to thee, Sophia, nymph divine, 
Her crown the vanquiſh'd Flora ſhall reſign 
The joyful news to ev'ry zephyr known, 

They welcome their new Flora to the throne. 

In crowds the willing ſlaves obſequious ſtand, 
And waft their ſpicy odours thro? the land. 

The lover's month, ſweet roſy-finger'd May, 
Shall hail with dimpled ſmiles th? auſpicious day ; 


Whilſt 


— 


or In ,, << 
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Whilſt fair. Vertumnus, leader of the year, 

The God of ſpring, ſhall in her train appear. 
Fear firſt made gods, a, truth to heathens known; 
But goddeſſes are made by love alone. 


But goddeſs is a title ſtill too mean 
Por ſweet Sophia, pleaſure's honour'd queen, 
My lovely fair one, youthful, gay, and free, 
Shall-ne'er aſſume this falſe divinity, _ 
But leave to city dames ſuch proud idolatry. 
To. her thy temple, harmony, is giv'n, 
A-nobler palace, and a fairer heay*n, 
Whether in Pſyche's form, whilſt lighnings play, 
And thunders roar, ſhe joins the plaintive lay; 
Or whilſt the real flame her hearers prove, | 
Points the keen pangs of diſappointed love. 
Say, ſweet enchantreſs, by what pow'r unknown, 
Can'ſt thou with matchleſs {kill unite in one. 
The wit of ſmart Thalia's flippant tongue, 
And Polyhymnia's elegance of ſong? _ 
O how I love thee. when thy ſportive vein, . 
Ev'n whilſt it mocks, diverts the lover's pain! 
Whilſt, pleaſure's little prieſteſs as thou art, 
Thy lively ſallies captivate the heart. 
Never in thy delightful train is ſeen _ 
The ſurly pedant, with affe ted mien 
And ſolemn face, impenetrably dull, 
Nor the proud mipcing faſhionable fool; 
Nor in the weaker ſex wilt thou permit 
& Impoſing airs to paſs for ſterling wit; | 
| "x | C 5 Ner : 


19 


Nor lov'ſt thou thoſe proud dames, who think it H 

brave L 
To treat alike the lover and the ſhave. T 
Nature we find with thee, or that alone "= 


Which rivals her, the art of fair Ninon; 
That art which he who ſees through ſtill believes, 
Which without fraud agreeably deceives ; 
With thee we trifle, ſport, and laugh, and play; 


Ft] With thee we chat the chearful hours away. 


Conſtraint, the bane of bliſs, is never ſeen 
To enter there, nor hyp, nor ſickly ſpleen. 
There, free from noiſe and tumult, is the ſeat 
Of private happineſs, the dear retreat 

Of gentle peace and ſoft ſecurity, 

Where by the public's perſecuting eye 

No longer ſeen, beneath the, tented ſhade, 
Around us all the loves and graces play'd, 
Whilſt to the more than gocs, of lib'ral ſoul, 
Our beauteous Hebe pour'd the nectar'd bowl. 
There lounging liberty, her elbows plac'd 
On the free table, in her arms embrac'd 

Two nymphs divine, which ev'ry bliſs improve, 
Sweet. ſmiling pleaſure, and all-healing love. 


What are thy titles, mn what, O fame! 
Are all thy honours but an empty name! 
This ſweet delirium, this enchanting hour 
In life's ſhort day, is more than wealth or pow'r. 
Live then, Sophia, eaſy, free, and gay, 
Nor caſt thy dear-Jov'd liberty away. 
*: Henceforth, 


( 89 J | 
Henceforth, my charmer, take the wifer part, 
Let all partake, but none enſlave thy heart. 
Thy love wou'd fix one happier than the reſt ;. 
But thy indiff'rence makes a thouſand bleſt. 
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LETTER VIL 


LY 


To Mr. PALISSOT, Author of a Comedy 
called the PyiLosoPHERs. ' 


I RETURN you thanks, Sir, both for your 


ſetter and for your performance. Be fo 


kind as to prepare yourſelf for a long an- 
ſwer: old men love to prate a little. In the 
firſt place I muſt tell you, I think your piece 
is extremely well written. The philoſopher 


TCriſpinus, walking on all fours, muſt have 


raiſed a good laugh, and I make no doubt 
but my friend * John James will be the firſt 


to join in it. It is an innocent jeſt, and has 


no malice in it. Beſides that the citizen of 
Geneva, being certainly guilty of læſa come- 


dia, it was natural for comedy to return the 
compliment. 4 255 


It is a very different thing with the citi- | 


zens of Paris, whom you have brought on 
the ſtage; that is to be ſure not a laughing 


matter. I can eaſily conceive that one ſhould 
endeavour to ridicule thoſe who would ridi- 
cule us. Self-defence is always juſtifiable; 


and 


® The celebrated Jean Jaques Rouſſeau; of Ge- 


NCVA. | 


guilt of philoſophy. 


[ br 


and I know, with regard to myſelf, if T was 


not fo old, I would have a (cuffle with Meſſ. 
Freron and de Pompignan, the former for 
vilifying and abuſing me five or ſix years 
together, as I am told by thoſe who read 
ſach traſh; the latter for having pointed me 


out before the whole academy as an odd 
dotard, who has ſtuffed his hiſtory with falſe += 
anecdotes. I was ſtrongly tempted to mor 


tify him by a full juſtification, and convince 


him, that the ſtory of the iron maſk; the 2 


teſtament of Charles II. of Spain, and ſeve- 


ral others of the ſame kind, are abſoluteiy 4 | 


true; and that when I mean to be ſeri 
I have done with poetical fictions 


I have the vanity to think myſelf worthy 
of a place amidſt the crowd of Philoſophers, 


who are always conſpiring againſt the ſtate, 
and Sho moſt certainly are the cauſe of all 

the misfortunes that happen to us by ſexand  _ 7 
land. For, to confeſs the truth, I was the fiſſtt 


who wrote in France in favour of attraction, 


againſt the great vortices of Deſcartes, and 1 


the little ones of Malebranche. I defy the 
moſt ignorant wretch, even Freron himſelf, 
to prove that I have ever falſified the Ne 
tonian ſyſtem. The ſociety at London ap- 
prove my little catechiſm of attraction; moſt 
undeubtedly, therefore, I muſt be deemed 


- 


5 #6. 


1 


Lo 
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If Thad vanity, I ſhould think myſelf ſtill 
more criminal, according to the report of a 
certain large book, intitled, The Oracle of 
Philoſophers, which has reached even as far 
as my retreat. This oracle, may it pleaſe 
| you, is no other than myſelf. I ſhould haye 
rſt with vain-glory, but unhappily my 
"vanity was taken down, when I found that 
- the author of this ſame oracle had pretended 
frequently to have ſeen and dined with me, 
at a ſeat near Lauſanne, which I never ſet 
eyes on. He tells you, that I received him 
very well, and, in return for this kind re- 


.ception, he acquaints the public with all. the 
. "ſecrets I had intruſted him with. 


i ech bern, in Gems, that Lind been with 


5 
- 
. 


de king of Pruſſia, on purpoſe to eftabliſh 


the Chineſe religion there. Thus you ſee I 
am become at once one of the ſect of Con- 
fucius, and have therefore a right to re- 


ſent all affronts put upon philoſophers, 1 
E acknowledged, at the ſame time, to this au- 


on me, continues to me the place 


thor, that the king of Pruſſia had diſcarded 


. 


me; a circumſtance _ poſſible, 'but very 


: falſe, and concerning which this gentleman 
nas told a downright lye. 1 Seng: 6: 
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had no attachment to France, at à time 
when the king is perpetually heaping favours 
gentleman in ordinary, and obliges me hy an- 
DAE 4+” — 3 
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of his 


eſtate. All this F frankl 


Wort 


ved in the world, I was ſcarce ever pre- 
dic not exerciſe his raillery on one é 


to raiſe the laugh 


— 1 1 63 ] 
nexing the moſt valuable privileges 
by acknee e ge 


hy perſon, only that I might 
amongſt the philoſophers. _ 


I have moreover dipped into the ;nferdal 
cabal of the Encyclopedia. There are at 


leaſt a dozen articles of mine publiſhed in 
the three firſt volumes, and had prepared 
for the ſucceeding part a dozen more, which 
would have overturned all the orders | in the 


ſtate. 


am withal one of the Grit who ite 3 


uſe of that vile word humanity, againſt 
which you have made fo brave an attack in 


your pretended comedy; after this, to re- 
fuſe me the name of a philoſopher, would 
certainly be the moſt crying injuſtice. * 


So much for myſelf. As to the ne 


whom you have attacked in this work, if 


they have injured you, you have certainly a 

right to Tenne It. has always 1 * 
deemed lawful in ſociety to turn into Tifli- 
cule thoſe who have at any time done us the 
ſame little favour. I remember, when 1 


ſent: at an entertainment, where fame laugher 


the 
company; Who, in his turn, endeavouted 


againſt his Aceh fee 


| Urn do he frm at the bar 
riters © 


* 


| AN 

writers I know: ridicule one another as much full 
- as they poſſibly can. Boileau laughed at cha 
PFontenelle, and Fontenelle at Boileau. The pro 
fſirſt Rouſſeau made a jeſt of Zara and Al- pen 
1 AZira, and I did the fame by his latter epiſtles; tori 
ga acknowledging at the ſame time, that his 


ode on Conquerors was excellent, and moſt \ 
of his epigrams very. clever; for above all in 
things we muſt remember to be juſt. moi 

| * "308 


Examine your conſcience, and. ſee- if you. © lt is 
are ſo in repreſenting D'Alembert, Dide- pair 
rot, Helvetius, Fee and the reſt of well 
_"themas ſo many ſcoundrels and pick-pockets. tlen 
Again I ſay, if they laughed at you in their app. 
books, you have a right to laugh at them. calu 
again; but, by heaven, your raillery is too 
_ | ſtrong; if they really were ſuch as you have 
made them, they ought to be ſent to the 
L  gallies, which is by no means a comic ſcene. 
L.0o ſpeak plainly to you, thoſe whom you 
>; endeavour to reflect on are known to be 


4 | . ſome of the beſt men in the world; and I am 
Aut certain whether their honour, and inte- 
grity are not even ſuperior to their philoſo- 
Phy. ee e 
* 


I I frankly avow to you I do not know a 
more reſpectable character than Helvetius, 
Who has given up two hundred and fifty 
thouſand livres a year for the advantage ef 
cultivating the Belles-Lettres in peace and 
quiet. If he has, perhaps, in 4 
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full of new and ſublime things, advanced, by 
chance, half a dozen raſh and ill-ſounding 
propoſitions, he has already ſufficiently re- 


pented of them, without having his wounds 


torn open by you on a public ſtage. <þ- 


Mr. Duclos, ſecretary to the firſt academy 
in the kingdom, had certainly a title to 
more regard than you have ſhewn him. His 
book on Manners is by no means a bad one. 
It is the performance of an honeſt man, who 
paints ſtrongly what he has himſelf ſeen and 
well obſerved. In a word, have theſe gen- 
tlemen publicly offended you? It does not 
appear to me that they have. Why then 
calumniate them ſo outragiouſly ? "8 


Jam a ſtranger to Mr. Diderot, nor did 
Jever ſee him; I only know he has been 
unfortunate, and unjuſtly perſecuted by ſome 
ignorant and cruel tyrants. This conſidera- 
tion alone ſhould have made you drop the 
pen. I regard withal the deſign of the En- 
cyclopaedia, as one of the fineſt monuments 


we could raiſe to the arts and ſciences. 


There are in it ſome excellent articles, not 
only by D'Alembert, Diderot, and Jaucourt, 
but by ſeveral others, who, without any 
motive of profit or ambition, took a pleaſure 
in contributing towards that immortal work. 
There are indeed (ome parts of it through- 
ly contyyhptible, and mine perhaps may be 


of 
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'of the number; e d for en e A 
of the good than of the bad, that all Europe alw 
deſires a continuation of the Eucyclopœdia fou 
The firſt volumes have already been tranfla- thir 
ted into ſeveral languages. Why then ex- mil 
poſe and ridicule on the ſtage, a work be- epiſ 
dome neceſſary to the inſtruction of man- pea 
kind, and Bo glory rd nation? I que 
0 give 
— 1 "ay own to you Tam kſtoniſhed at whit the 
yo tell me concerning Mr. Diderot. He 42 gc 
publiſhed, you aſfure me, two 'libek to E 
3 againſt two ladies of the firſt rank, who pa- ¶ kno 
tronize you. You ſaw his name to them in 
mis own hand- writing. If it de really ſo, 
Is have no more to ſay. I deſcend from the 
1 2 renounce 5 and Philoſo- 
5 chothing or the future | my plough 
— ſeed-bag. But you will me leave 
to aſk you, which I r Juſtice de- 
2 mand, ſome certain proo of this. Permit it, « 
mie to Write to theſe ladies friends; ſhould I con 
de glad to know for certain whether Tut the! 
a hbfſolutely burn my library. But if Mr. lem! 
Diderot was really wicked enough to abuſe !ette 
two reſpectable ladies, and what is more, two] for 
"fine women, did they order you to revenge hope 
their — And the other characters whom nobl 
ou brin the ſtage, have they been ſo pern 
ke as to 0 affon els Raw alk ©4472 I who 
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e Though I never ſaw Mr. Diderot, I have 
row had the greateſt reſpe& for his pro- 


— very pleaſant in his Father of a Fa- 


yet, prefixed to this piece, there is an 


'e 
i found knowledge. Not that I find any 
4 
* 
e- 


pille to the princeſs of Naſſau, which ap- 
n- | peared to me as the maſter- piece of elo- 
I | quence, and the triumph of humanity. For- 
give me the expreſhon. Twenty people of 


2 good and noble heart. I ſhould be 
know the truth. 


the utmoſt freedom. 
wrong, tell me ſo; make me acknowledge 
the Encyclopaedia, except perhaps Mr. D'A- 


N who writes me a Lacedæmonian 


for him the greateſt regard, and fincerely 


noble 
per 


don to conſult Mr. 


the beſt characters have aſſured me, he has 
to be undeceived, ä I would gladly 


it, and correct me. I aver to you I have no 
connections with any perſons concerned in 


letter once in three months. I have indeed | 


hope he never was wanting in reſpe& to your 
atroneſſes. Once more beg * IF 


Such is the weakneſs of our nature, moſt IMP © 
we wiſh to learn, what we moſt. dread to | 
know. I have given you my opinion with: - 
3 find in the bot- 
tom of your own heart that I am riitn, ob- 


ſerve what you have to do. If I am in tze 
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I have the honour, Sir, to be, with the 
trueſt eſteem of r abilities, and the 
ſtrongeſt deſire of — peace which * Meſſ 
Freron, Pompignan, and ſome other bad 
writers would fain deprive me of. Your 


moſt obedient, c. Sc. 


* The French es of theſe letters tells us, in 
note on this paſſage, that Paliſſot was remarkable for 
abuſing and calumniating his beſt friends, and benefac- 
tors; that Mr. Helvetius, when he was, in great dif- 
treſs ſeven years ago, lent him a, hundred lovis d'ors: 
that he made ſongs upon Freron and his Wife, who 
ſupported him for four years: and that, in return for 
their good offices, he made the following madrigal, 
which has ſome archneſs in it, and which therefore | 
hall: give the reader in the original, together. with a 
tranſlation ah it: 


3 : J. 


Freron 1 Pan literaire 

Met ſon nom & fait fort bien. 

Car il paye ce qu'il fait faire; 

Mais des enfans d'un tel pere, 

Si chacun reprenoit le ſien, 
-Manſicur Freron n'auroit ping, rien, 


Il. 


C'eſt dont A tort qu'on le blame p 
D'etre mordant comme un chien, 

Il peut faire une epigramme; 12 
Mais, demandez le à ſa femme, 

Si chacun reprenoit le ſien, 
Monſicur Freron n'auroit plus: rien. 


: 


un 
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"Is III. 
11 eſt loge comme un prince, 


Mais il doit, je ne ſcai combien, 


Fai bien peur qu'on ne le pince. 
Car ſon credit eſt ſi mince, 

Que fi chacun reprend le ſien, 
Monſieur Freron n'aura plus rien. 


IV. 


Auſſi malgre Vetalage 

De ſes talens & de ſon bien, 

Et de fon noble comperage 

Tant enfans, meubles, qu'ouvrages, 
Quand chacun reprendra le ſien, 
Monfieur Freron n'aura plus rien. 


I. 


Freron, a candidate for fame, 

To his review has put his name; 

And well he might, for he, you'll ſay, 
May thoſe who do it for him pay, 

The children for their father writ; 

But from this mingled maſs of wit, 
Were ev'ry one to take his own, _ 
What would be left for poor Freron ? 


II. 
Tis wrong to tax him with ill- nature, 
Freron's a poor but harmleſs creature; 
Tho), to preſerve a poet's name, 
He boaſts of many an epigram; 
Yet ſhould you atk the poet's wife, 


She would confeſs, I'll lay my life, 


Were ev'ry one to take his own, 
Few would be left for poor Freron. 


Hl. Lodg d 
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III. 


Lodg'd like a monarch, he forgets, 
Like other kings, to pay his debts; 
His creditors, a numerous train, 

Who threaten hard, his pockets drain, 
And ſcaice the needy bard, I fear, 
Can hold it out another year; 

Were ev'ry one to take his own, 
What would be left for poor Freron ? 


IV. [ A 


Spite of this pompous long parade tion 
Of genius, and of fortune made, 
. His wealth, his family, and birth, peace 
is wit, his humour, and his worth, mela 
With all the offspring you can find, com 
Or of his body, or his mind, | an A 
TIM Were ev'ry one to take his own, | ſuper 
1 W hat would be left ſor poor Freron ? 
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To Mr. PALISSOT./ 


* 


81 R, Chateau de Ferney, 28 June, 1960. 0 


[ AM very ang with yau, : My reſolu- 


tion was to laugh at every thing in my. 


peaceable retreat; but you have made me 
melancholy. You load me with praiſes, 


compliments, and friendſhip. I bluſh like 


| 
- 


aft Agnes, when you tell the world that I am 
ſupe 
tacked. 


believe I can write better vetſes than 


them, and perhaps know as much of hiſtory 
as they do; but, by my God, and upon my 


ſoul, (as the Engliſh ſay) old as I am, Iam but 1 | 


a ſ{chook-boy to them in every other reſpect. 


But proceed we to ſomething of more con- 


ſequence. 


A fend of mine, of icreproachable charac 
ter; and worthy: of all attention, has aſſured 


me, and indeed proved in his laſt letter; 


that Mt. Diderot is not. guilty of the facts 


which yon lay to his charge. Another pers - 


LETTER VII. 4 


to all thoſe whom you have at- 


8 
1 


72 1 


SH ſon, no leſs reſpectable, has ſent me a long 


detail of that whole affair, from whence it 
inly appears, that Diderot had no con- 
in thoſe infamous letters imputed to 
I have never ſeen, nor know any 


bert in a work which I read every day with 
- freſh pleaſure; a work, beſides, of no leſs 
than fix hundred thouſand crowns value in a 

library, which has already been tranſlated 


2 into three or four layguages, and yet 
. "INE f | gi rabbia della gelofjia 


was quickly armed againſt a work, which 


would have been an honour to: our nation, 
and towards which above fifty perſons of the 
firſt diſtinction were eager to contribute; 
but one Abraham Chaumeix took it into his 
head to write a paper againſt the Encyclo- 
pedia, where he makes the authors ſay what 
they never meant to ſay, and even argues 
againſt what they may ſay hereafter. He 
miſquotes the fathers of the church, as well 
as the authors of the dictionary. Abraham 
Chaumiex notwithſtanding is believed, the 
licence withdrawn from the bookſellers, and 
proceſs iſſued out againſt the authors, and I, 
amongſt others, am pointed out in the indict- 
ment, penned by the eloquent and fublime 
Kobin, that great benefactor to, and glory 
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B. 
of his age; the eagle of magiſtrates, and the 
t pheœnix of France. Whilſt things are in this 
—diſagreeable ſituation you write a comedy 
o againſt the philoſophers, and wound them 
y | when they are / gladio. The part, no 
doubt, of a Chriſtian full of humanity and 


iS 


1- charity. 
ch 7 = | 8 
ſs You tell me, in excuſe, that Moliere 


a laughed at Cotin and Menage, It may be 
ed ſo; but he never aſſerted that Cotin and Me- 
nage advanced immoral tenets; whilſt you 
attribute to theſe gentlemen the moſt dread-. 
ful maxims, both in your play and the pre- 
face to it. *p 


on, You aſſure me that you never accuſed 

the Mr. Jaucourt, who notwithſtanding is moſt 
te; ¶ certainly the author of the article Go. RN 
his MEN, there is his name in great letters im- 
lo- mediately under it; you have extracted ſe- 
hat I veral paſſages from it, which may do him 
races great injury, detached from what goes be- 
He fore, and what follows them, and yet, if 
well N taken all together, are worthy of Tully, | 
1am I Grotius, or de Thou. You ſeem beſides not 
the ¶ to know that Mr. Jaucourt is of a very illuſtri- 
and I ous family, and no leſs reſpectable for his 

I, character than for his birth and fortune. 


Vou find fault with a paſſage in M.. 
D'Alembert's excellent preface to this Wor xx 
Whilſt not a word of any ſuch paſſage is to 
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be found in it, and impute to Mr. Diderot 
what is to be met with only in the Jewiſh 
letters. Certainly fome Abraham Chaumiex 


mut have furniſhed you with this paſſage, 


as he did the Orator of juſtice: but you have 


done more; you have added to your ac- 


cuſations of ſome of the worthieſt men in the 
world, ſome ſhocking things, taken from 
a gk pamphlet, called The Happy Life, 
or Man @ Plant, which a filly fellow, one La 
Mettrie wrote in a drunken fit at Berlin, 
above fifteen years ago. This ſatire of La 
Mettrie, long ſince forgotten, and revived 
by you, has no more relation to philoſophy 
and the Encyclopaedia than the porter of the 
Chartreux by maſter Gervaiſe has to the hiſ- 
tory of the church; and yet you join all theſe 
accuſations together: and what is the conſe- 
quence? Your information falls perhaps into 
the hands of a prince, a miniſter, or a ma- 
,giſtrate, buſied in affairs of importance; 
perhaps of the queen herſelf, ftill more buſy 
in reheving the indigent, and doing good, 
and who withal is too much taken up with 
the neceſſary forms attendant on her high 
ſtation to have much leiſure. One may 
have time to read curforily over your pre- 
face, which contains but a ſheet, and yet 
not have time to examine and confront with 
it that immenſe work to which you impute 
ſuch abominable tenets. No body knows 


who this La Mettrie is; many perhaps believe 
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he is one of the writers in the Encyclopaedia, 
whom you attack. Thus the innocent, now 
living, may ſuffer for the guilty, who are no 
more. You have done, therefore, more miſ- 
chief than you thought of, and more than you 
ever intended; and certainly, if you reflect 
cooly upon it, muſt one day feel the moſt. 
frequent and bitter remorſe for it. 


Shall I then tell you my ſentiments with 
freedom; Your comedy has been played, and 
has ſucceeded. You have now another kind 
of glory to acquire, and the only way you. 
can do it is, to make in all the journals a 
public declaration, carefully drawn up, where- - 
in you ſhould acknowledge, that not having 
a copy of the Encyclopcedia in your own - 
poſſeſſion, you had been miſled by ſome un- 
faithful extracts which had been given you; 
that you were, as you very reaſonably might 
be, alarmed at ſuch pernicious tenets; but 
that having ſince carefully conſulted thoſe 
paſſages in which ſuch maxims were ſup- 


poſed to be contained; having read with at- 


tention the preface to that work, and ſeveral+ - 
other articles equally worthy of admiration, 
you eſteem it a pleaſure, as well as duty, to 
do all deſerved juſtice to the immenſe labour 
of the authors, the ſublime morality ſpread © _ 
throughout their works, and the purity of 
their manners. This procedure would not, 
in my opinion, be conſidered as a retractation, 


which is the buſineſs of thoſe who had miſin- 
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formed you. It would, I think, do you a 


great deal of honour, and put a happy end 
to a very unfortunate quarrel. 


This, Sir, is my advice; good or bad! 
know not; after which, I will never in any 
ſort _ trouble myſelf with the affair; it has 
given me uneaſineſs, and I would fain ſpend 
the reſt of my life in peace and happineſs. I 
love to laugh. I am old and lickly, and hold 
+ gaiety to be a better remedy even than the 
pf!᷑feſcriptions of my dear and honoured friend 
9 Fronchin. I ſhall laugh as much as I can 
aß thoſe who have laughed at me. This will 

- divert. me, and can do me no harm. A 

Frenchman who can't be gay, is out of his 
element. You are a writer of comedies; be 
joyous therefore, and do not make the ſtage 
a Criminal amuſement; that may involve you 
in difficulties, and perhaps ruin you. You | of 
ate now at your caſe; have a reſpect for your | 

9 and protectors. Fortune is blind; 

er fayours, if you can, by honeſt means, 
| and be happy amongſt your worthy n 
if, vou. have a. ſuch in your terte. | 


/t | bins th 
* teu Pp writer mentioned i in the above | 


letter, was formerly urider-maſter in a ſchool. His 
principal, a great” Janſehiſt and caballer, brovght ig 
up, and made a convulfioniſt of him. This wretch, ' 
after having practiſed ſevetal ſorts of trades. at Paris“ | 
driven from every place, at laſt has taken tefuge at 
Peterſburgh, where he is now ſtarving, in the 1 famous 
FO of a parafite,” to which he is ingire]y evoted. 
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Paliſſot, ſo univerſally known and deſpiſed, did not 


venture to appear at Paris for a long time, being 
obliged by higereditors to”Teave'rhit ſtage of fortune, 


where knaves play ſo many capital parts; at length 


{ome people of faſhion, to whoſe pleaſures this ſatiti- 
cal poet had been ſubſervient, found themſelves under 
the neceſſity of protecting him, and gave him an op- 
portunity of paying his debts. Raſcals are ſute of 
meeting with encouragement from the great. He ſoon 
ſue wed his whole character. He was carefſed and em- 
ployed. By attending to the means of raiſing his for- 
tune, he was in a capacity of acquitting himſelf to his 
patrons; but, in ſpite of all the favours he received, 
Was forced at laſt to hide himſelf in one of the pro- 
vinces on the publication, of the Dunciad, a work e- 
qually contemptible and malicious. This was the only 
means he could poilibly take to avGtg, a beating, which 
he would moſt certainly; have teceived. That which 
he experienced for his comedy of the Philoſophers 
1 4 him, that a relapſe in theſe caſes is generally 
atal. Nene. ; ti A $8 »$ * 


N. B. Theſe two notes are by the French editor 
of the letters. | $4; A 5 
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LETTER TIX. 


To Mr. de la HARPE, Author of the Earl 
of Warwick, a Tragedy, which was well 
received. | 


SIR, Nov. 1763. 
Ne XI to the pleaſure of reading your 


excellent tragedy, was that which I received 


- from the letter you did me the honour to 
© Write on that occaſion, Your principles are 


good, and your piece confirms them. 


Racine, the firſt writer amongſt us who 
had taſte, like Corneille, was the firſt who 
had genius alſo. The admirable Racine, ne- 


ver ſufficiently admired, thought as you do. 


The pomp of ſpectacle is never a beauty but 
when it makes a neceſſary part of the ſubject, 
otherwiſe it is no more than decoration. In- 


. .Ccidents have no merit but when they are na- 


tural, and declamation is always childiſh, 
eſpecially when it is ſtuffed with bombaſt. 
You — yourſelf for never writing verſes 
that are to be got by heart, and I, Sir, have 
found out that you make a great many ſuch. 
The verſes which I get by heart with the 
oreateſt eaſe, are thoſe where the maxim = 
turn 


9 00 


hs, 


turned into ſentiment, where the poet ſeems 
leſs ambitious of appearing himſelf than of 
ſhewing his characters, where no opportu- 
nities are ſought after to elevate and ſurprize; 
where nature alone ſp2aks, and nothing is 
ſaid but what ought to be ſaid. Theſe are 
the verſes which I like; judge if I have not 
reaſon to be fond of yours. 


You have a great, deal of merit, and there- 


fore muſt expect a great many enemies. For- 


merly, when a man had written any thing 
good, fom-body. told brother Vadeble that 
he was a Janſenift, brother Vadeblè told it to 
father Tellizr the Fat, who told it to the 
king; at preſent, i 
gedy, they will ſay you are an atheiſt. It is 
pleaſant enough to hear the abuſe which the 
* abbe d' Aubignac, the king's preacher, has 
laviſhed on the author of Cinna. At all times 
D 4 there 


* D'Aubignac, ſays the French editor, in a note on 
this paſſage, a bad preacher, and a till worſe winter 
and poet, publiſhed two volumes on the theatre, which 


are deteſtable. He was an enemy of the great Cor 


neille, aud abufed him frequently in the groſſeſt man- 
ner. * 


D'Aubignac's Pratique du Theatre, or Practice of 
the Stage, is notwithſtanding, with all due deference 
both to Mr. Voltaire and his editor, a very good book, 


and contains many uſeful oblervativas on the conduct 
of the drama. 


you write a good tra- 


( 


*_, 


5 ** 


: 4 - 
33 — 


| [ 80 ] 
there have been * Frerons in literature; but 
they ſay, one muſt have gnats for nightin- 


gales to devour, that they may ſing the bet- 


_ | Ws. 


* Mr. de la Harpe was abuſed by Freron, and 
nick named by him the Baby of the Stage, after the 
name of the king of Poland's dwarf. De la Harpe, 
to be revenged on this hangman. of Parnaſſus, wrote 
the following tolerable epigtam: 


Bufo prepar'd to bid the world good night, 

Bends for his prieft to ſet all matters right; 

Struck with remorſe, he makes a long confeſſion 

Of many a heinous vice, and foul tranſgreſſion, 

Whoring and drinking, baſe hypocriſy, 

Impudence, lying, and malignity. 

And is this all, cries Dominic? Run o'er- 

"The reſt, my friend. — Indeed 1 baye no more. 

Von have forgot, reply'd the prieſt, by chance, 
One crying ſin — the ſta of — ignorance. 
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re Mr. * BLIN, Author of the” heroie 
Epiſtles of GABRIELLE DESTREES, 
miſtreſs of Henry IV. 


Ferney, Feb. 1762. 


| HANKS to my friend — when men like you 
admire, | 


It ſooths our pride, and fans the poet's fire. 


Never was love in ſweeter ſong diſplay'd; 
Never was tfuth-with finer art betray'd. 
Critics, perhaps, the taſteleſs world may tell 
Your dying Gabrielle only talks too well; 
But feeling hearts compaſſionate her pains, 
Pity her paſſion, and applaud her ſtrains. 


She 


* Mr. Blin, as the French editor of theſe letters 
informs us, is author of ſeveral heroic epiſtles, and 
other pieces of -poetry univerſally admired. His ftile 
is ealy, and his manner agreeable. He exerted him- 
ſelf with great warmth and humanity in the affair of 
Calas, which was reheard by the chamber of requeſts, . 
compoſed of forty-five ſenfible and upright judges, 
who gained immortal honour by their deciſion of it. 
There are ſeveral good copies of verſes of Mr. Blin's 
in the collection of poems in three volumes, 12mo. pub- 
liſhed by Mr. Lunan de Boiſgermain. 
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She look*d for pardon to offended heav'n, 
And hop'd a fault like hers might be forgiv'n. 
And ſo it might, for was a pious thing 
To love ſo dearly our moſt-chriſtian king. 
Such fond and tender hearts ev'n ſaints approve ; 
The damn'd are thoſe alone who nothing love. 
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LETTERM. 


Suppoſed to be written by Father CHARLES 
GOUJU to his Brethren the Jeſuits. 


I Conjure, not you only, my dear fellow- 
countrymen, but all my dear brethren of Ger- 
many, Italy, and England, to reflect ſeriouſly 
with me, for your edification, on what is at 
preſent going forward with regard to our right 
reverend fathers the J-ſuirs, boch the well- 
doing and the well-ſay ing. 


I am couſin to Mr, Cazot, and related 
to Mr. Lionci, whom the right reverend fa- 
ther la Valette, the apoſtolical firſt lord of 
trade, has totally demoliſhed. The lord will, 
no doubt, have mercy on his firſt director; 
but I would beg leave to ak any man who 
makes uſe of his reaſon, whether it is poſ- 
fible that father la Valette, after ſtudying 
theology for two years, had really any be- 
Hef in the Chriſtian rehgion, when, after 
making a folemn vow of poverty, and con- 
ſulting the goſp:], he traded for ſix mil- 
hons? Is there the leaſt probability in na- 
ture, that a grave divine, of ſo much faith 
and piety, ſhould, with ſo much eaſe and 
indifference, run the hazard of his ſalvation, 


by 


4 4 1 
by doing any thing ſo inconſiſtent with his 


vows, and ſo directly oppoſite to his re- 
ligion? 


That one of the faithful, miſled by the 
violence'of his paſſions, ſhould: for once- be 
guilty. of a crime, and repent of it, might be 
expected from the frailty of our nature; but 
when the maſters in Iſrael rob and plunder, 
whilft they are preaching and ſhriving; when 
they exerciſe themſelves in this manner for 
whole years together, I muſt aſk you, my 
dear brethren, if you think it poſlible that 
they ſhould thus be always perſuaded them- 
ſelves, and always deceiving. others? That 
they ſhould think of carrying God in their 
hands at maſs, and pillage their neigh- 


bours as ſoon as they! come from the * 
table? | 


It appears from the depoſitions of he con- 
ſpirators at Liſbon, that their confeſſors the 
Jeſuits had aſſured them, they might ſafely, 
and with a good conſcience, aſſaſſinate the 
king. I would only beg to know whether 
thoſe who made uſe of a ſacrament to excite 


men to a parricide, could really believe in 
that ſacrament? 


But to paſs from theſe enormous crimes to 
iniquities of another kind. Do you imagine 
{that the Jeſuit Telher believed in Jeſus Chriſt? 
Do you even ſuppoſe he could believe in a juſt 
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God, the rewarder of good and evil; whilſt 
he abuſed the ignorance of Lewis XIV? i in 
religious matters, on purpoſe to perſecute 
the virtuous cardinal de Noailles, when mak - 
ing no ſcruple to commit forgery, he ſhewed 
his penitentiary letters from ſeveral biſhops 
which thoſe biſhops had never written? - 
Does not this conduct, perſevered in for ſe- 
veral years, ſufficiently demonſtrate that the 
confeſſor did not himſelf haves a ward: of 
what he taught? 1.39 


The adverſaries of the ID likewiſs, 
who pretended to convulſions and ſo many 
other miracles, and who have been convicted 


of ſo many impoſtures, were they, er 
believers than aner Teles f dd 


I fay again, a mManimey believe i in God, | 
and yet kill his father; but is it poſſible he 
ſhould believe in God; and paſs his whole 
life amidſt deliberate crimes, and an unin- 
terrupted ſeries of fraud and impoſture? He 
muſt, repent at laſt, in hig laſt moments; 
but Idefy you to find in hiſtory one ſingle di- 
vine who ever acknowledged 1 crimes on | 
tus death-bed. | +; ih 

. 

Amongſt the W we frequently FR men. 
who have, been guilty: of inceſt and murder, 
making public acknowledgement of their 
ſins; but Iwill be bound to forfeit ten thou- 
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true unbelievers, great or little, ſhaved or 


i 
which father la Valette robbed me of, if you 
can produce me one penitent divine. 


Shall I give you ſome ſtill more noble ex- 
amples? Take them from your firſt popes. 


Julius II. with his helmet and coat of ar- 


mour, the voluptuous Leo X. Alexander VI. 
polluted with inceſts and aſſaſſinations, ſo 
many ſovereign pontiffs ſurrounded by miſ- 
treſſes and baſtards, laughing at the credulity 


of mankind in the boſom of riot and de- 


bauchery, think you that theſe ever lifted up 
to God hands filled with gold, or ſtained 
with blood? Did one of them ever repent in 
their retirement? Whilſt we behold Charles 
the fifth chaunting his de profundis to every 
In every age the 


mitred, have been all, divines. 


If I am not miſtaken; this is the manner 
in which they all argued. The Chriſtian re- 
ligion which I teach is moſt certainly not 
that of the primitive times. It is clear that 
the communion of the firſt Chriſtians was 
not a private maſs; it is equally indiſputable 
that the images we invoke were forbidden 


for more than the two firſt centuries; that 


auricular confeſſion was for a long time ut- 
terly unknown; that all our rites have 
been changed, not excepting one of them, 
and our tenets alſo, We know when the ad- 


dition was made to the ſymbol of the apoſtles, 


touching 14 
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3 the procedure of the Holy Spirit. 


Amongſt all thoſe opinions, which have 
coſt ſo much bloodſhed, there is not one 
which can be fairly deduced from the goſ- 
pel; all is our own work, and all arbitrary: 

ve cannot poſſibly therefore believe what we 
teach; we have nothing to do then but to 
avail ourſelves of the folly of mankind ; we 
may venture, without fear, to ſhrive our 
neighbours, and plunder them; to aſſaſſinate 
Wa 4 give os extreme union. 


It is apparent not only-that they maſk have 
argued thus, but that ĩt is impoſſible theyſhould 


c . SP ac. on EY 


have argued 4n any other manner; for once 
more I affirm, it is not in nature for a man 
to ſay, I firmly believe what I teach, and 
et act the direct contrary during my whole 
(2 and even at the laſt moment of 1 It. 
xr | The laity, indeed, eſpecially among the 


" great, have imitated the clergy in all reli- 

it 505 ns. Muſtapha ſaid, my mufti does not 
lieve in Mahomet, I ought not therefore 

$ " believe in him myſelf, and may ſtrangle 


te brothers without any fear or ſcruple 
T 4 tſoever. | gs: | 
at | 
"WM 3 That at ſ logie my Mi 5 


ye falſe, therefore there is no God, is as common 
n, as any thing I know, and the moſt ot 
d ſource of every crime. Ne, 


1 
| 4 
8 2 | 4 
# * 
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What, my brethren, becauſe Malagrida is 2 
an Aſſaſſin, le Tellier a forger, la Valette a nun 
bankrupt, and the mufti a knave, muſt it of 
follow that there is no ſupfeme being, no ef 

creator and preſerver, no equitable judge, to 4 
puniſh or reward? I knew a Jacobin Bias * 

doctor of the Sorbonne, who turned atheiſt, G 

2 the prior of his convent obliged him Con 


to maintain within the walls of his cloyſter 
that the virgin Mary was born in ſin, Whilſt 
in the Sorbonne he was forced to ſupport the Mey” 
contrary. This man faid very coolly, my hol 

religion is falſe: if my religion, therefore, $i 
which is beyond all diſpute: the beſt in the Cat! 
world, carries with it the marks of falſhood, 


there can be no ſuch thing as des ar nor be 
Bay fu ſuch thing as a God; What a fool Was! cial 


to b berqme a JAP at the age of fifteen. do, 


CIS F. ad 
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1 had compaſſion on this poor man, — 18 
talked to him: My dear ffiend, faid 1, you I 


i were certainly a, great fool for becoming a 
2 Jacobin; but whether the virgin Mary was 
N aculate or immaculate, would God there- 
e loſe his exiſtence? Would he be leſs the * } 
judge: and, father of mankind? Does he not vast 
command the firſt Colar of China, as well as ruptc 
the loweſt. Jacobin, to be juſt, temperate, I ebe 
end ſingere, and do unto every one as he 4 
would wiſh . ſhould be done unto him, and f Mole 
op. love one another in honouri?; Tenets ter 
nge, my friend; but God never changeth. 

The. e. St. Bonaventure and the Ja- 

. cobing, 


F 
AF. 
* 
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cobin St. Thomas, are ſcarce ever of the 
ſome opinion; nevertheleſs they are, with a 
number of other ſaints, encircling the throne 
of glory, and waiting for many more who 


. reaſon no better than themſelves. Never do 


you think like Thomas, or like Bonaven- 
ture. Some books have been miſinterpreted, 
others forged; does that give you concern? 
Comfort yourſelf, my friend ; the great vo- 


lume of nature cannot be: miſinterpreted : 


there it is written, Adore one God; be juſt 
and charitable, kind and benevolent. If the 
holy fathers, the children of Ignatius, had 


given this excellent precept a place in their 


Catholic Catechiſm, they might have filled 
the world with good and valuable men : they 


might have ranked with other ſaints in, the 


circle of God, and we ſhould not, as we now 
do, have congratulated mankind on their de- 
ſtruction. 3 


[ perceived, on concluding, that my ſer- 
mon, though a little too long, had made a 
ſtrong impreſſion on my * Jacobin. 


* Father la Valette, ſo well known amongſt us, 
was three years at London after the famous bank- 
ruptcy of his ſociety. He went by the name of le 


chevalier Duclos, and aſſumed the character of a F _ 


+ This is an excellent and ſenſible letter. — How little 
ſhould we have to complain of with regard to this ingenious 
writer's religious opinions, 


| fic 
Omnia dixiſſet ! : 
* financier 
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financier in that large city, the general reſort of 
foreign adventurers. e ſeemed to be of opinion, that 
having cheated the ſociety of Jeſvs, he might alſo take 
the liberty to cheat ſome of his particular friends. He 
left London very ſuddenly about fifty thouſand crowns 
in debt, to play ſome new part on another ſtage. This 
ſharper was ſeen afterwards at Liege, and decamping 
from thence, now wanders about, ſevying contributi- 
ons in every place on all ſuch fools as judge of men only 
by external appearance. 
= 

N. B. This note is ſubjoined by the Prench editor. 
It is not eaſy to determine what he means by the word 
Financier in this place, as we have no Engliſh word 
properly correſpondent to it, except perhaps that of 
an exciſeman, un office which would hardly have been 
entruſted to this gentlemen. I am rather inclined to 
think ne meant a kind of private banker, broker, or dea- 
ler in money-matters, probably only amongſt thoſe 
of his;own perſuahon. This whole tory of his refi- 
dente in London ſeems to want confirmation, 


- 
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had no great reaſon to value themſelves upon 
it, as ſhe can now boaſt of her alliance with 


difference only, that Ariſtotle accepted the 


Moſcow to a member of the French aca- 


gun. jt | 


Tm 7 
IETER XI. 
To Mr. ' ALEMBERT. © 


HOUGH ſome pedants among us 
have. warmly attacked philoſophy, they have 


the northern powers. The empreſs of Ruf- 
ſia's excellent letter has given you ample re- 
venge. It puts us in mind of the epiſtle 
which Philip wrote to Ariſtotle, with this 


honourable employment, the education of 
Alexander, which you have the glory of re- - 
8 | | 


I remember, when I was young, I had 
no Idea that the time would ever come 
when ſuch a letter ſhould be written from 


demy. I was an eye-witneſs of the riſe of a 
that empire, and behold! four women have 
at length completed what one man had be- 


F 


Surely ſome compliments are due from our 
native gallantry to the fair ſex, on a circum- 


ſtance ſo extraordinary, and of which hiſtory 
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can furniſh us with no example. What a 
charming letter has this Catherine wrote! 
Neither St. Catherine of Bouloghe, nor St. 
Catherine of Sienna ever wrote half ſo good a 
one. If princeſſes apply themſelves to the 


cultivation of their minds, the Salic law 


muſt quickly be aboliſhed. 


Hlave you not obſerved, my deat! friend, 
that all our great examples, and all our moſt 
uſeful. knowledge, comes from the north 
Newton, Locke, Guſtavus, Peter, and the 
reſt of them, were not educated at Rome, in 
the college de Propaganddaa. 


I have read lately a moſt voluminous * apo- 
logy for the Jeſuits, wherein all the great ge- 
To Malte N Ken ius 


4 % 


as 


„Tus Ry the Jeſuits was written by father 


Ceruti, at prelent an abbe. This man, who was 


formerly a ſe 7 patroniſed by the princeſs of Ca- 
 Trignan, Who has given him an appartment in ber own 
palace at Paris. Some Janſeniſts ſcruple not alſo to 
aſſert, that both the apologiſt and his brother Berthiec 
have private penſions from ſeveral ladies about the 
court, ſtrongly attached to the late modeſt and hum- 
ble ſociety of Jeſuits. ) 
|; 12 92 


D' Alembert certainly deſerves, the thenks of his 
countfymen, for his gener ous refuſal of the offer made 
him by the empreſs of Ruſſia. It is noble in a queen 
to invite a philoſopher te her court, to inſtruct her 
ſon, and teac him to promote the happigeſs and glory 
of his country ; but a Frenchman, whofe merit and 
virtues are all that he can boaſt, ſhould never baniſh 
himſelf, but remain devoted to hifconntry, and bis 
30 | 1 : friends. 
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niuſesof our age are enumerated. erat 
all Jeſuits. There is, ſays the author, Pe- 
ruſſau, Neuville, Griffet, Chapelain, Bau- 


dori, Buffer, Debillon, Caſtel, Laborde, 
Briet, Garnier, Pezenas, Sener Hut, and 
to crown all, ſays he, the great Berthier, 
who has ſo long been the oracle of men of 
letters. Now I proteſt (and I have as good 
a-right to be believed as Mr. Chicaneau) 1. 
never heard of any of theſe gentlemen, ex- 
cept brother Berthier, the journaliſt, who I 
thought died on his way to Verſailles, and 
who unfortunately confeſſed himſelf, without 
knowing it, to the eccleſiaſtical gazetteer the 


abbe Poignard, who refuſed him ue 
three times. 


* 1 
2 —— * 
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* 
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Jam very glad to find that France can # 
vr ee 


friends. Perdition on thoſe weak and inconſtant/ 

minds, who fell to foreigners their talents and their 

ſcrvice! A Frenchman ſhould not, cantot,Q indeed, live 

vith any ſatisfaction out of his own country. Of this, - 

Voltaire is a miſerable example, which ſhould be a. 

warning to all men 'of ſenſe and abilities, and teach 

them to avoid the gteat, their moſt cruel and contemp- 
ible enemies. Je be happy with theſe, we muſt, be * 4 
unbitious, mean, and dirty. The man of merit ſhould, © Þ» 
never fo debaſe and proſtitute himſelf, as to offer iu- * 
cenſe to ſuch idols. They are unworthy the regard of 

genius, and only fit bor: bem” "Dr: to flatterers and 

couttezans. 8 n 
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that, amongſt theſe ſublime geniuſes, there is 


one Mr. Le Roi, a famous preacher, whoſe 
eloquence is equal to that of father Garaſſe. 


To ſpeak ſeriouſly, if any thing does honour 
to the age we live in, it is, in my opinion, 


the three memorials of Mariette, Beaumont, 
and VOiſeau, in favour of the unfortunate 
family of Calas. 


the times of Cicero and Hortenſius than thoſe 
of Briet, de Hut, and brother Berthier. I 
have pleaſing expectations of the judgment 
that will be given. Thank heaven, Europe 
has already determined it, and I know of no 
more infallible tribunal than that of all honeſt 
men, in different countries, joining in the 
ſame opinion: they form together a body cor- 
porate, which cannot err, becauſe it has not 
that ſpirit which in other bodies corporate 
doth generally preſide. 


I know nothing of the little libel you men- 
tion, where I am abuſed for my Examen of 
ſome pieces of Crebillon. I am a ſtranger 
both to the Examen, and the abuſe of it. 1 
ſhould have N V to do, if I were to read 
all theſe beggarly ſcraps. Peter the Great 
and Corneille A me ſufficient employment. 
J haye got as far as Pertharite, and intend to 
gut the niece of that noble Writer 

"oy 8 1 under u. which J 
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Thus to employ their time, 
their eloquence, and their credit, and with- 
dut any reward, to ſuccour the oppreſſed; 

ttis is truly great, and brings us nearer to 


expect for it. 
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We ſhall put it into the con- 
tract that ſhe is couſin- german to Chimene, 


and that ſhe is no relation to Grimauld, or 


Mulple. Perhaps ſhe may have had a child 


before the edition is finiſhed. A number of 


people of faſhion have ſubſcribed generouſly. 


The graver ſays their names are not quite (0 
valuable as bank-bills. 


I have ſent the academy my tranſlation of 4 


Heraclius from Calderon. You will fee 

which is the original, Calderon or Corneille. 

You will die with laughing at ſome parts of 
it; you will find, notwithſtanding, in Cal- 
deron, ſome fine ſtrokes of genius. You' 
will receive ſoon my General Hiſtory alſo. 
The picture which I have drawn this time _ 
of human nature is a three-quarters length ; 
in the other editions it was only a profile, 


Old as Iam, I begin to know it better every 


Day. 
Adieu, my dear and illuſtrious philoſopher. 
I am obliged to dictate this; for 1 grow 
blind, like la Motte. When the abbe 
Trublet knows this, perhaps he will have 


a bet. er c pinion of my verſes. 


LETTER 
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LETTER Xl. 


To his Royal Highneſs the ELECTOR 
WP PALATINE, at Manheim. 


Ferady, Aug. 14. 1761. 


\ 7 OU'D gracious heaven hear the pray'r, 
And grant the wiſh of poor Voltaire, f 


Twou'd be to fee the happy day, 
When news moſt welcome ſhall impart 
Joy unfeign'd to ev'ry heart, 
And I with-honeſt rapture ſay, 
*Pve ſeen the lovely babe, my fears are o'er, 
Theſe aged eyes ſhall wiſh to ſee no more. 


Four highneſs will pardon this enthuſiaſm; 
my tranſport muſt plead my excuſe. I know 


not what Iam doing. My letter, I fear, is 


wanting in the etiquette. At the birth of the 
duke of Burgundy, all the boys danced in the 
apartments of Lewis XIV. I ſhould. be a 


great boy at Schwetzingen, if I could have 


the happineſs of throwing myſelf at the feet 
of the father, mother, and child. Peace and 
| an 


9 * The 3 an alluſion to a paſſage of en, 
and 1 a lirtle png the profane, 


a Se ... Aa. Wo 


—— my 
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an heir together are fortunate events indeed. 

I fall at your knees, my lord, and embrace 
them with joy. You and the electreſs will 
pardon, I hope, my bad proſe, my bad 
verſes, my profound reſpect, and the intoxi- 
cation of my heart, and condeſcend to pre- 
ſerve ſome regard for your little Swiſs, ' 


4 
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EFTTER NV. 


To his Royal Highneſs the ELECTOR 
PALAT INE, at Manheim. 


Ferney, Sept. 9, 1761. 


7 

1 ＋. S over then: I give you joy, 
Y My noble friend, or girl or boy, 

Tt matters not ; when Providence 

Thinks fit her bleſſings to diſpenſe, 

She keeps her ſecrets cover'd o'er, 
* Nor lets us know her mind before : 
= And we, poor mortal, good or ill, 
* Wie, foolſſh, great, or little, ſtill a 
"Muſt blind!y her beheſts fulfil. 
8. As we know nothing of her plan, 
Mluſt grope our way out as we can. 
* The machiniſt, you underſtand, 
Who is above, with pow'rful hand 


Diteꝗs the whole; and man, I ween, 
Is nothing but à poor machine. 
| I Perhaps 


The ſame thought is to be met with in one of our 
-. beſt poets: 


a. 


this coercive force 8 a 
* 


. ithout your choice muſt take i its coutſe. 
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Perhaps all is not as it cou'd be; 

But all, no doubt, is as it ſhou'd be. 
We know, of all the worlds at leaſt 
That cou'd have been, this is the beſt; 
And, ſpite of ſickneſs, grief, and pain, 
We have no reaſon to complain. 


To have a fon and heir, tho? late, 

Were doubtleſs beiter for the ſtate; 
_ And if a ſon like you is giv'n, 

It is the nobleſt gift of heav'n. 


If haply 'tis a daughter — well, 

] greet you; for on her ſhall dwell 

Each grace and beauty, that unite 

To catch the gazing lover's ſight, - 
Great kings to wars are pointed forth, 
As loaded needles to the north; 


And thou and I, by pow'r unſeen, 
Are barely paſſive, and ſuck'd in 


To Heinault's vaults, or Celia's chamber, 


As ſtraw and paper are by amber, 
If we fit down to play, or ſet 
(Suppoſe at ombte or baſſet) 

Let people call us cheats or fools, 
Our cards and we are equal tools, 
We ſure in vain the cards condemn, 
Our ſelves both cut and ſhuffle them, 
In vain an fortune's aid rely; 

She only is a ſtander-by. 


oor men! poor papers! we and they 
: Fele impulſi ve force obey, F 
i. $$ 
| 14 


Nate but play'd with — do not play.“ 5 
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And draw admirers to het arms, 
The rival of her mother's charms. 


Iluſtrious pair ! if ever I, 


As poets may, can propheſy, 


The offspring of thy nuptial bed, 

Or ſmiling boy, or beauteous maid, 
Shall be the theme of ev'ry tongue, 

And worthy them rom whom it ſprung. 


And yet, my lord, in ſpite of all I have 
- ſaid, the affair is of conſequence to me, and 
1 would come poſt immediately to know 
which it is, if that fame Providence, which 
does all for/ the beſt, had not treated me 
moſt + roy She has indeed uſed your 
poor little ola Swiſs extremely ill, and made 
me the moſt miſerable, decrepid, and ſhri- 
velled mortal which this beſt of all potblc 
worlds can produce. 


I ſhould really make an excellent figure 


amidſt the rejoicings of your electoral high- 


neſs. It was only, I think, in the Egypt of 
antiquity that ſkeletons were admitted to a 
place in their feſtivals. To ſay the truth, 
my lord, it is all over with me. I laugh 
indeed ſometimes; but am forced to ac- 
knowledge that pain is an evil. It is a com- 
fort to me that your highneſs is well; but I 
am fitter for an extreme unction than a hap- 
. Nerat the Peace frre for an ara 1 
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. 
mark the prince's birth; and may his - au- 
guſt father preſerve his regard for, and ac- 


cept the profound reſpects of, his little 
Swiſs, 


i 


* Mr. Voltaire has praiſed with the greateſt degree 
of jultice this excellent prince and princeſs, who in the 
eaſieſt and politeſt manner take a pleaſure in diſtinguiſh- 
ing all the men of letters and genius who frequent their 
court, which is remarkable for its taſte, magnificence, 
and evety virtue which adorns bumanity. _ 
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To Mr. DIODATI, on his Diſſertation on 
the Italian Language. 


x | 8 I R, | Ferney, Jan. 24, 1761, 


5 1 AM thoroughly ſenfible of the honour 
vou did me, by your kind preſent of a trea- 


tiſe on the excellency of the Italian tongue: 


it was ſending a lover an eulogium on his 
ERP. eels, You will notwithſtandin 3g pardon 
A 


1 hone, a few reflections in favour of 


| Ihe? French language. When a, miſtreſs palls 
upon ug we may ſometimes take the part 
fa wife. | 


* 


No Wan 1 e is inet perfect. 


It happens in this, as in many other. things, 
that the learned receive laws from the igno- 


rant. It is the multitude who have formed 


every language: the workmen have given 


names to their inſtruments: the people got 


together and invented terms to exprels their 


ſeveral wants and neceſſities; and, after a 


number of years, the men of genius who 
roſe up were obliged to make uſe, as Well as 
they could, of ſuch phraſes and exprelſjens 
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as had been eſtabliſhed by mere chance, a 
the caprice of a multitude. 


I think thera are but two languages in 
the world that are truly harmomous, the 
Greek and the Latin. They are indeed the 
only ones whoſe verſe has any true meaſure, - 
the certain rythmus, a proper mixture. of 
dactyls and ſpondees, and a real value in 
the ſyllables. The ignorant people who. 
formed theſe languages had certainly a bet- / 
ter taſte, a finer ear, and ſenſes more deli- 
cate than other nations. 


You have indeed, as. you obſerve, long 


and ſhort ſyllables in Tag beautiful Italian 5 


tongue, and ſo have we: but neither you 


e Ja figlie primogenita del Latino. True, Si 


7 — your birth-right; but let the 17 5 


Giters come in for their part of the patri- 


mony. 


1 


1 have always looked upon the lass as . 


our maſters; but you muſt acknowledge we 


arsgood.diſciples. Almoſt every language in 


3 - 


Eope Ras its beauties and its faults. Lou 


We TY (as. klare 5 


St 2 


. b beautiful Italian language is the eldeſt baute 
0 'of the Latin. 


0: 


nor we, nor any other people have the trug kl # 
dactyl and ſpondee. Our verſes are cha- 
racteriſed by the number, and not by the 


ſyllable. La bella lingua Toſcana, ſay. 2558 


Vour language; and even out 
you muſt take away the laſt: for you have 
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have not thoſe melodious noble terminations 
of the Spaniards, which a happy union of 
vowels and conſonants renders ſo ſonorous; 
las Ombres, las Hiſtorias, los Cotumbres : You 
want likewiſe the dipthongs, which have 
ſo melodious an affect in our language; /es 
row, les empereurs, les exploits, les hiſtoires. 
You find fault with our e mute, which you 
call a harſh and melancholy ſound, which ex- 
pires as it were in the mouth; and yet in the 
e mute principally conſiſts the great harmony 

oth of our proſe and verſe; empire, cou- 
ronne, diadime, flamme, tendreſſe, victoire, all 
theſe happy terminations leave a ſound in 
the ear, after the pronunciation of the word, 
like a harpſichord, that rings after the finger 
is off the keys. | 
Lou muſt allow that the vaſt variety of 
theſe falls muſt have ſome advantage over the 
five ſingle terminations of m_ word in 

0 


not above ſeven or eight words that end in 


u; lo that there are in effect only four 
ſounds, a, e, i, o, that finiſh every Italian 


word. 


Do you really think the ear of a foreigner 
can be charmed, when he reads for the firſt 
time, il capitano ch'el grand ſepolcro libero di 
Crifto, e che molto opro col ſenno, et colla mano? 
Can you imagine all theſe ſounds can he 
agreeable 


theſe five 


Lr 1 
agreeable to an ear unaccuſtomed to them? 


Compare with this dull dry uniformity, ſo 


diſagreeable to a foreigner, theſe two plain 
verſes of Corneille: 


Le deſlin ſe declare, & nous Venons Pentendre 
Ce gu'il a rifolu du beau<pere & du gendre. 


You may obſerve every word has a diffe- 


rent termination. Pronounce now theſe two 
verſes of Homer: 


EZ A dn T Tewra SiacyThy teroayTs 
ATgtidns Te ayaZ ayÞyor, Y Sis ANiNevs. 


Pronounce theſe verſes before any young per- 

8 Engliſh or German, who has any ear, 

oo will certainly prefer the Greek, barely 
er the French, and be ſhocked with 1 


trial repetition of the ſame terminatio 


in the Italian. This I have myſelf en 
times experienced. 


Jou boaſt the extraordinary copiouſneſs of 
your language; you will at the ſame time 
allow we are none of the pooreſt. There is 
in reality no idiom in the world which ex- 
preſſes all the gradations of things: they are 
all poor in this reſpect. None of them, for 
example, can expreſs, in one word, that love 
which is founded on eſteem, or that which 
7 founded on beauty alone; that which 
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ariſes from a conformity of manners, and 
that which ſprings from. the neceſſity of lov- 
ing ſomething. Thus it is with all the paſ- 
tons and qualities of the foul, that which 
we feel the moſt, is what we moſt ſtand in 


need of words to expreſs. n 


But do not imagine, Sir, were are reduced 


4 to the extreme indigence which you reproach 


ns with. You have made out a long cata- 
logue, of two pages, of your ſuperfluities, and 
our poverty. On one ſide, you have placed 


orgoglio, alterigia, ſuperbia, and on the other 
only orguei], but beſides orgueil, Sir, we 


have ſuperbe, hauteur, fierte, elevation, dedain, 
arrogance, inſolence, gloire, gloriole, preſom- 


lion, outre-cuidance; all theſe words expreſs 


the different ſhades and gradations of pride, 
in, the ſame manner as with you orgogho,. 


_ alterigia, Juperbia, are not always ſynoni- 
mous. 


In your alphabet you find fault with us 
for having but one word to ſignify valiant. 
IL Know very well, Sir, that your nation is 
very valiant when it has a mind, or other 
people have a mind that it ſhould be ſo; 
both Germany and France have been ſo hap- 
Py. as to have in their ſervice many brave and 


noble Italian officers. 


Italics okra non # ancor morta, 


But 


C207": 
But if you have valente, prode, animzſo, we 
alſo have vaillant, valeureux, preux, courageux, 
intrepide, hardi, anime, audacieux, brave, &c. 
Courage and bravery have ſeveral different. 
characters, which are expreſſed by ſo many 
different words. We would fay our generals 
are valiant, courageous, brave; but we would 
diſtinguiſh the lively and bold courage of 
that general, who carried ſword in hand all 
the works at Port-mahon, cut out of the 
live rock, from that deliberate, conſtant, ' 
ative firmneſs with which one of our chiefs 
ſaved a whole garriſon from inevitable de- 
ſtruction, and marched thirty leagues in fight 


of the enemy's forces, conſiſting of thirty 
thouſand. 


We would expreſs differently alſo that 
calm intrepidity which ſome pretended con- 
noiſſeurs admired in the youngeſt nephew”: 
of the hero of the Valteline, who ſeeing his 
army routed, occaſioned by the panic of Hur 
allies at Roſbach, which produced our own. 
alſo, having obſerved the regiment of Dieſ- 
bach and one more who ſtood firm and un- 
broken, as if they had been victorious, 
though they were ſurrounded by the cavalry, 
and battered by the cannon, marched up to 
them alone, praiſed their valour, firmneſs, 
latrepidity, patience, boldnets, ſpirit, bravery, 
Se. Lou ſee, Sir, what a number of terms 
we have to expreſs one thing. Afterwards 


by bad the courage to rally theſe two regi- 
| 2 i 2 ments, 4 


&= *- 2 2 
ments, and ſave. them from an imminent 
danger, which their extraordinary bravery 
had led them into, conducted them ſafely in 
the face of a victorious enemy; and ſhewed 
ſtill greater ſtrength of mind, in ſupporting 
the bitter and inexhauſtible reproaches of the 
fooliſh multitude, who are always too oon 


and too well acquainted with every thing, 
be it good or bad. 


You may remark, Sir, that the courage, 
valour, and firmneſs of the men who guarded 
Caſſel and Gottingen, and held out againſt 
ſixty thouſand of the enemy, was a courage 
compoſed. of activity, boldneſs, and fore- 
ſight; as was that alſo of him who ſaved 
Wezel. Believe then, Sir, I intreat you, 
that we have in our language a power P ex- 
preſſing every thing which the defenders of 
 Qur country have the power to perform. 


You inſult us alſo with the word ragout, 
as if it were the only term we had to expreſs 
our ſeveral courſes. I wiſh to God you were 


right; it would be better, I believe, for my 


health; but, unhappily for us, we have a 
while kitchen dictionary full of them. 


You ſeem proud of having two words that 
ſignify glutton; but pray, Sir, call to mind, 
and at the ſame time lament, our gourmands, 
goulus, friands, mangeurs, and gloutons. 


For 


r << <2 
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For the man of knowledge you don't remem- 
ber that we have any word beſides ſcavant; 
but be pleaſed, Sir, to add docte, erudit, in- 
ftrutt, eclairè, you will find, I believe, both 
the name and the thing amongſt us; and 
thus it is with regard to every thing you have 
reproached us for. We have indeed no di- 
minutives, though we had as many as you 
in the time of Marot, Rabelais, and Mon- 
taigne; but this puerile mode of expreſſion 
ſeemed beneath the dignity of a language 

ennobled by ſuch writers as Paſcal, Boſſuet, 
Fenelon, Peliſſon, Corneille, Boileau, Ra- 
cine, Maſſillon, Fontaine, la Bruyere, and 
Rouſſeau. We left the ottes and ettes to 
Ronſard, Marot, and Dubartas, and only 
kept fleurette, amourette, fillette, grandelettie, 
veillotte, nabotte, maiſonette, and villotte; and 
even theſe we never make uſe of When we 
ſpeak or write in the familiar ſtile. Don't 
imitate Matthei therefore, who, in his ſpeech.” 
to the academy of la Cruſca, dwells fo large- 
ly on the vaſt advantage of calling corbells. 
corbellino, forgetting at the ſame time that we 
have corbeil and corbillon. —_ 


You have advantages over us of much 
greater conſequence, that particularly of in- 
verſions. You can make a hundred good 
verſes in Italian with more eaſe than we can- 
make ſix in French, and the reaſon is, be- 
tauſe you allow yourſelves, that Hiatus, thoſe 
gapings of ſyllables which we don't admit of, 

. I becauſe 


1 
becauſe all your. words end in a, e, i, or o, 
becauſe you have at leaſt twenty times 
as many rhimes as we have, and becauſe, 
which is ſtill more deſirable, you can do 
without any rhymes at all. 


But do not reproach our language with 


roughneſs, bad proſody, barrenneſs, or obſcu- 
rity; your own tranſlations * prove the con- 
trary. Read moreover every thing that Meſſ. 
D'Olivet and du Marſais have ſaid concern- 
ing the manner of ſpeaking our language 
with propriety. Read Mr. *Duclos, and 
Douchet; obſerve with what force and per- 
ſpicuity, with what energy and grace, Mr. 
D'Alembert and Mr. Diderot expreſs them- 
ſelves! what pictureſque phraſes are often 
made uſe of by du Buffon, Helvetius, and 


Rouſſeau, even in works that do not appear 


ſuſceptible of them! 


I ſhall put an end to this letter, already 
too long, by one reflection; if to the com- 
mon people we owe the formation of lan- 
guages, to great writers we are indebted for 

the 


-* Diodati tranflated into Italian the Peruvian Let- 


ters, by M. de Gratiighy, and, . them, in 2 vols. 


12 mo. with the Original. His Diſſertation on the Ilalian 
Language was much talked of, probably on account 


of the above letter from Voltaire concerning it. The 
French editor tells us, in a note on this letter, that 


Voltaire only wrote it to make his court to ſome great 


people, and give himſelf an air of importance with men 


-of literature, | 


- "DEPT 


—— * * 
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the perfection of them; and the beſt of all 


languages is that which can boaſt of the beſt 
works in it. | | 


I have the honour to be, with the greateſt 
eſteem, both for yourſelf and the Italian lan- 
guage, 


S IR, 


Your, Sc. Sc. 


ANOTHER 
2 h 


Le 12 J 


ANOTHER ANSWER 


FROM 


Mr. VOLTAIRE to Mr. DIODATI. 


Ferney, Feb. 1, 1761. 
* | 


| ALK not to me of your exalted worth, 


Your wealth, your fame, your honours, and your 
birth; 


"Tis fooliſh pride, my friend; you ſeldom ſee 
Men, highly born, boaſt of their pedigree. 


II. 


Tho” France has long by Italy been taught, 
And till reveres her miſtreſs as ſhe ought; 
Yet keen reproach, like yours, may pay the debt, 


And make the warmeſt gratitude — forget. 


II. 
Beyond our childhood, we have quitted long 


Our ancient nurſe, and now are grown ſo ſtrong, 


We ſcorn the milk which once our weaker frame 


Sulair'd, and proud teturn from x hence we came. 
5 IV. 


= 


* C03 ] 
IV. 


If aught could made us jealous, twere the ſong 
* Of Diodati in his rival's tongue. 

Do not thy own fair image then deface, 

Nor do an inj'ry where thou ow'ſt a grace. 


\ 0 


No longer let us ſquabble for the prize, 
Equality, you know, contents the wiſe: 
Henceforth let this thy happineſs enhance, 
'Tis no diſgraceful lot to rival France. 


* Alluding to his elegant tranſlations from the 


LETTER 


L290; 
LETT ER XVI. 


To Mr. BAILLON, Intendant of Lyons, on 
account of a poor Jew taken up for utter- 
ing contraband Goods. 


Brzs5 mos on the Old Teſtament, 
which gives me this opportunity of telling 
you, that amongſt all thoſe who adore the 
New, there is not one more devoted to your 


ſervice than myſelf, a certain deſcendant of 


- Jaccb, a pedlar, as all theſe gentlemen are, 


whilft he is waiting for the Meſſiah, waits 


alſo for your protection, which at preſent 


he has the moſt need of. Some honeſt men, 
of the firſt trade of St. Matthew, who ga- 
ther together the Jews and Chriſtians at the 
gates of your city, have ſeized ſomething in 
the breeches pocket of an Ifraclitiſh page, 
belonging to the poor circumciſed, who has 
the honour to tender you this billet, with all 
proper ſubmiſſion and humility. I beg leave 
to join my Amen to his at a venture. 


I but juſt ſaw you at Paris * as Moſes faw 
the Deity, and ſhould be very happy in ſee- 
„„ © 24108 
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* See Voltaire's Dictionaite Philoſo phique. 


** 


ing 


any 
me 
var 
ter 
me 


1 | 
ing you face to face. If the word face can 
any ways be applied to me, preſerve ſome re- 
membrance of your old eternal humble ſer- 
vant, who loves you with that chaſte and 
tender affection, which the religious Solo- 
mon had for his three bundra f bammites 


rr XVII, 


To the Count de SERBET TI, on the new 
2 91 Edition of Corneille. 


87 -  # » 1 
7 73 
bad * 


SIR, Ferney, Aug. 13, 1762. 


I AM old, infirm, and overloaded with 
uſeleſs and unneceſſary employments, three 
excuſes for not anſwering your kind letter. 
I find them all three diſagreeable enough; 
1 bear the weakneſs of my own dotage toler- 


ably; but cannot fo well reconcile myſelf 
to that of Corneille, which nevertheleſs 
muſt, it ſeems, be publiſhed; becauſe the 
world, who have not ſo much taſte as cu- 


rioſity, will have all a man's follies, as well 


as his works. I know you are a lover of 


truth, and becauſe you think ſhe is dear to 


q I me alfo, pardon my poor abilities. I flatter 
EF myſelf you will find ſome proofs of my ad- 


erence to her in the hew edition of my Ge- 


neral Hiſtory. I had ſketched human na- 


ture; I hope now I have drawn her at full 


length. 


1 believe Meff. Cramer the bookſellers 
propoſe publiſhing theſe additions in a ſepa- 
-rate volume. I leave the correction of = 

| | pre 


| 


T my. ] 

preſs intirely to them, as I have no * in- 
tereſt in the affair. All I have to do is to 
fearch out the truth as well as I can, and the 


applauſe of men of merit like yourſelf 1 is my 
reward. 


* 
o on a 


I am, with the Sreacel reſpect, 


ou 5 Sc. 7 


+ w* 


* Mr. Voltaire, (fays the French editor) gave away 
all the profits of his Univerſal Hiſtory to the bo6okſel- 
lers of Geneva, and has made preſents of all his pro- 
ductions for theſe fifteen years paſt, either to actors, 
or ſome of his particular friends, Mr. Voltaire's ene- 
mies either do not believe this, or can fee very little 
merit in it. Such inſtances of generoſity are notwith- 


ſtanding very rare. We ſhould praiſe the meritotious 


actions of an enemy, as well as a. friend. Any man 


who, as Voltaire did, could portion out the tiere Bf 
the great Cerneille, would ſurely ceferve to be immor- 5 


talized. 
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AY <8 1 To Mr LA COMBE, an eminent tia. 
2 IR £ on the Letters of Chriſtina Queen of We- 
en, 1 nl at Paris. 


81 R, * Juke” 1 3, 1763. 


ved the ay fore: yeſterday, by 
the dutcheſs D'Anville, the private letters 
of the queen of Sweden, which you did me 
ttte honour to ſend me. I am not ſurpriſed 
FE -tofind how much you are ſhocked at the 
aaſſaſſination of her gentleman- uſher, nor 
gat the indignation which you expreſs agaiaſt 
2 wn. that cruel and ee woman. | 


* 
1 
* 
3 
. 5 IAN 
_ * 4 ** 
* . 


EE”; © You do other Yingdoms too winch EXP] 
ls am afraid, when you ſay that Chriſtina 
would have been puniſhed any where but in 
Prance. Puniſhed ſhe would moſt certainly 
have been, in countries where juſtice and the 
EY laws preſide; but thoſe countries are few in 
Et *® number; and, to ſpeak the real truth, | 
| * 5 know 


1 1 5 4 * mY the: gallery at Fontainbleau, un hen ſhe 
+ ERS 7 commanded to quit the kingdom by Lewis XIV. 
0 held. this act of hers in the VIE IF 

4 tion, 9 5 
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A508 of no place where they are ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved. This woman, wicked as ſhe was. 
might moſt aſſuredly have remained win 
impunity at Rome, Madrid, or Vienna, Au 
and in ſhort in any place where one man 


extinguiſhes all laws, and money is the only bo 
Oo: ve b be i 


: 


I ſhould be greatly obliged to you erung, ! 
intelligence with regard to the authenticity: 80 I | 
of theſe letters. I have publiſhed forte * "= 
Henry IVth's in the new edition of my = — 
neral Hiſtory, which are extremely curious, 
which T did from the love I bear to the me- 
mory of that illuſtrious hero, the only mo- 
narch of France, who was an honour to hu- 
man nature, who 1s intitled to our blefinags, 
our regret, and our everlaſting remembrance > 
of him. I am obliged for theſe divine lettes 
to Mr. La Mothe, who copied them at An- 
douin from the original. I am yet to learn 
whether the letters of Chriſtina were written 
in Italian, and tranflated by you into French; ñ 
and am ſorry to find in them the words . 4 
pompons and culotins, which have been adopt= ke. 
ed into our language within my own | MS: 
mory. x 8 


: 


If the letters are really Chriſtina? 85, it m 
nat. be improper to obſerve, that à perſaß 
who abdicates a crown on purpoſe to,.run 
about, and ſee the world, ougkt at leaſt to 
ve e and even if we ſuppoſe her obliged 
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to wits 0 all that imprudent pride, we 
ſhall be apt more to condemn than to pity 
her. It had been very eaſy for this princeſs 
to have acquired glory whilſt ſhe was on the 
throne: the daughter of Guſtavus might have 


been adored, even if ſhe had done nothing 


but common things, like other princes, the 


reputation of her father was ſo great, that 


the people would readily have made allow- 


ance for all the follies of her ſex, and even 
"for all the miſchief which ſhe might have 
done if ſhe had dared. Thoſe muſt be born 
without the leaſt ſhare either of wit or vir- 
tue who can't ſhine. upon a throne, and 
immortalize themſelves by what are called 


1 actions, which by the way are much 
more eaſily performed than ſuch as are truly 
and noble. 


The book, however, is a valuable re- 
lict, and may ſerve at leaſt as an exam- 
Fle to other princes, who may have the 
ſame fooliſh deſire to abdicate. I thank 
vou for the preſent, and hope you will 


endeavour to clear up my doubts concern- 


ö ing l. 


\ 


J have the honour to be, ; 


Sir, your's, Ce. 
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g To the Sieur FEZ, Bookſeller at Avignon. 4 | 
e 

AK | . | N . | , 1 | 
* Is your letter from Avignon, dated April | 
n 30, you propoſe to ſell me, for a thouſand b 
e crowns, the whole edition of a collection of k 


n Voltaire's miſtakes, both with regard to max- 
[= ims and hiſtorical facts, which you tell me 
d you printed in the pope's dominions. I think 
d myſelf in conſcience obliged to inform you, 
h 
y 


that in compoſing a new edition of my works, 
I have diſcovered, in the firſt, ' above two . 
thouſand crowns worth of errors, and as in 
quality of author, I have probably miſtaken  - - 


_ about one half on my own fide; this ou 
. ſee would amount to at leaſt twelve thouſand 
e livres; ſo. that I ſhould cheat you of nine | 
k thouſand francs. Obſerve moreover What 

I you get on the account of maxims; this is an 

- affair particularly intereſting to all the powers 


engaged in war, from the Baltic to Gibral- 
tar; I am not therefore in the leaſt ſurpriſed © 
when you inform me, that the work is uni- 

verſally ſought after. . 


% 


F General 


[ 122 J 


General Laudon, and the whole Livres. 
imperial army, cannot poſſibly take 
leſs than thirty thouſand copies, 
which you will ſell at forty ſous a 


| piece; that you know is | 60000 voy 

The king of Pruſſia, who is paſ- | N 

ſionately fond of maxims, and more 1 
buſy about them at preſent than 


ever, will help you off with nearly 
the fame quantity, which will be 60000 


Fou may depend alſo on prince 
Ferdinand; for I always obſerved, 
when I had the honour of paying 
my reſpects to him, he was happy 
in finding out my miſtakes of this 
kind; you may therefore put him 
down, for twenty thouſand, - 


* 
MWich regard to the French army, 
” - - where they talk more French than 
by the Auſtrjans and Pruſſians put to- 
gether ; you may ſend them at leaſt N 
a hundred thoukind copies, which, & 
at forty ſous each, will amount to 200000 wi 
360000 wh 
| U 
Brought | | 
f q 
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where theſe iſlanders ſtudy from 


morning till night to find out 


miſtakes, and turn them to their 


own advantage, Ph may hope at 
leaſt to diſpoſe of a n * 
ſand, - 


As to monks and divines, 


who deal particularly in this kind 


of ware, you can't ſet them down 
at leſs, in all parts of Europe, than 
a hundred thouſand, a makes 
in all, - = 


Add to this lift about « hundred 


thouſand lovers of the dogmatic 
amongſt the yk = . 


lion. 


» 


* 


= * 
I ** 4 
. 4 
4 * 
. 4 : 
LS 4 


ieee 
Sum- total one million Fro hundred and 
fixty thouſand livres, which you will touch 
at one ſtroke, from which, ſorne little ex- 
pence being deducted, the net produce re- 
maining for you will be at lea one mile 


1 cannot therefore ſufficiently admire your 
Aiineereſtednel, in 1 ſo 12 58 a _ 
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to me, on paying down only three thouſand 
livres. The only thing which could prevent 
my accepting your propoſal would be the fear 


of offending Mr. Inquiſitor of the faith, or 


for the faith, who no doubt has given you 
his imprimatur, for certain maſſes which he 
will fay for you; that is, if you pay him ho- 
neſtly for them. This ſanction once given, 


- muſt not be given in vain ; the faithful muſt 


Tejoice in it, and I ſhould be afraid of excom- 
munication, were I to ſuppreſs an edition ſo 


uſeful, approved by a Jacobine, and printed 
at Avignon, | | | HOY 


* As to your anonymous author, who 


has dedicated his evening vigils to this im- 
portant work, I admire his modeſty. I beg 
my beſt compliments to him, as well as to 
your ink-merchant. r 


I am, in hopes of becoming better, and 


acknowledging my faults with all humility, 


* Though Mr. Voltaire (fays the French editor) | 


diverts himſelf thus agreeably with his own miſtakes, 
he was not much pleaſed at the diſcovery of ſo many 
| blunders, anachroniſms, and contradicdtions, which 


Mr. Berthier and others found out in his Univerſal 
r i LC or | 
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To th King of PRUSSIA on his 
are | 4 1 


— 


I Pluto's dark abodes, the ſiſters three, 
Who weave too faſt the threads of deſtiny, 
As long the Styx they took their ew'ning walk, 
Had often heard the wand'ring ſpirits talk ” 
Of Pruſſia's gallant deeds, the laws he made, 
The wars he fought, the virtues he diſplay'd. 


As thus they trac'd the hero from his birth, 


They took him for the oldeſt king on earth; 
And as his wond*rous acts they counted o'er, 
Inſtead of forty, wrote him down fourſcore, 
Then Atropos, to kings a hateful name, 
Diſpatch'd by gloomy Dis, to Berlin came; 
Her fatal ſhears prepar'd, expecting there 

To find a poor old man, with filver hair, 


And wrinkled forehead ; — Great was her ſurprize, : 


To fee his auburn locks, and ſparkling eyes; 
To ſee him wield the ſword, to hear him play 
On the ſoft flute, his jovial roundelay. | > 
| 3 | She 


Fn, This very pretty complimentary letter is not to be 
met with in the new edition of Voltaire's works, and 


” y 


was never printed before, though written above fifteen 
e thought is well carried on; but the 


years ago, 
poem ends flatl 


y and abruptly. 
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She call'd to mind how once Alcides great, AER | 
And ſmooth-tongu'd 9 Penny 6 pow'r of — 
e 
She trembled when ihe . in i Pruſſia . 
Tue voice of Orpheus, with Alcides* mind; Te 


Aﬀrighted, threw ber fatal ſhears afide, , >; 
And home returning, to her ſiſters cry'd, ! | 


For Pruths. weave a new and golden thread, . .. 
Laſting as that for god-like Lewis made. 

1 In the ſame cauſe did both the heroes fight z 3 
SGSGainſt the ſame foes with equal zeal unite, 
Boch gain'd by wond'rous acts immortal fame; 

The ſame their valour, and their end the. * 
And both hereafter ſhal} — but ſoftz the muſe 

3 No longer the unequal taſk. purſuesz _ 

Too bing monarchs aptly to deſign, 
Requires an abler pen, and *. pow'rs has 
Ws. mine. + 
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LETTER 


To Mr. ROUSSEAU, of Toulouſe; 
Director of the Encyclopcedian, Journal, 


inted at Bouillin, concernitig a letter 
inſerted. in the St. James's Chrohicle, 
hae * 1 
. 
8 . Ferney, Oct. 10, 1763. | 


TE . to yours of Auguſt 14, for Which 
am greatly obliged to you, I muſt inform 
ou, that the duke of Grafton; who has 
een in my neighbourhood for ſome time 
„ ſhewed me, in the St. James's Chronicle, 
a letter atiributed to me; but apparently 
the produce of Grub-ſtreet, or the charn 


houſe of St. Innocent. I muſt be N " 5M 
out of regard to my character, to contra, 
dict this impertinent ie in all the 


Engliſh papers. Men of ſenſe and candor 
know what credit is to be given to idle re- 


* There were at this time at Paris three Rovſſeaus; 
Mr. Rouſſeau of Toulouſe; the celebrated John Bap? 
tilt Roufſeau, an eminent poet; and the famous John 
James Rouſſeau of Geneva, equally diſtinguiſhed for 
bis extraordinary abilities, his i ingentous paradoxes, and 
the * which de has ſuffered from bigotry | 
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ports of this kind, which the pubhe is over- 
run with, and heartily tired of. 


With regard to man critique on my 

Hiſtory of Peter be Ureat, I ſhall be glad to 

ſee it in your Journal. Thoſe remarks, | 

which are ſenſible and judicious, will be of T 
ſervice to he in the ſecond volume. I may 
very probably be miſtaken in ſome points, 
though have followed as nearly. as I could 
he memoirs ſent me from * Peterſburg. 


"There was a groſs error in the manuſcript 
"concerning religion; the patriarch Nicho- 
las was miſtaken for the patriarch Photius, 

who lived an hundred years before him. This 

has been corrected in ſeveral copies. In an- 
other place, Apraxin is put for Nariſkin. 
As to matters of fact, if they are conteſted, 
the archives of Peterſburg muſt anſwer for 
me. My Hiſtory of Charles XII. was ſe- 

verely cnticiſed ; the criticiſms are forgotten, 
the hiſtory remains. 


» The French editor tells us, in a note on this paſ- 
ſage, that Mr. Voltaire's Hiftory of Peter the Great is 
nothing but a Gazette, and that it was written by him 
merely to conciliate the favour of the court of Ruſſia. 


* 
wad % 
— 
FE ” 4 3 
; <A £% 
© ; 
; * 


* 5 e N K o& * * — 
P * - 9 
7 * - 7 
. q 
. 
s 6 8 
= 
i . 


- 
* k a a * 
1 Nn 
* 19-18 
„ "I * Fg 9 
T aw 3 4 J 5 
* * 2 4 4 , 
n ©. 
* 
Ta * 
l 927 "” 
_ 7 2 8 
"© \ 1.4.6 EPS 
. . k 5 — a ; 3 — 22 5 
4 12 
to : 


of | To. Ms R 0 V8 $84 U. 


1 8 1 R, 
i „ 

Yo U wrote to me ſome time ago com. 
pt cerning a letter, as ridiculous as it was inju- 
8 rious, printed in my name, in the Enghilk Y% 
8 Monthly Review for June ; I then ſignified to 
* you both my reſentment and contempt of this 
1 very viſible impoſture; but as ſome very 
4 reſpectable characters are attacked in this "4 


"TY letter, it is of conſequence that tlie author 
. ſhould be diſcovered : I therefore hereby pro- 


Ir | | 
1 miſe a reward of fifty louis- d ors to any one 
1, who will convict him, c. 9. 099) 
| a 1 "th 
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19 L E TTR XXIII. 
B To Mr. de la FARGU E, a Poet, who Fr 
Mreſſed ſome verſes to him. 


" wk 
2 
— © 8 1 R 
N * 3, 
x 


a} 


: HE leſs I deſerve your elegant verſes, 
- the more Iam pleaſed with them. Beauties 
receive the compliments paid them with in- 
difference; the homely are delighted with 
E them; I:would have anſwered you in ſome 
- verſes of my own, if I had not been (6 
deeply engaged in thoſe of Corneille. Every 
moment that I ſpare from my commentary 
In the works of that great man, is a robbery 
of him. I cannot, however, deny myſc 
2 the pleaſure of thanking you, and ſaying b 
Vuich how much eſteem I have the honour 
do be, 3 
A Sir, yours, Sr. 
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„ Peom Bir. VOLT AIR EI Secretary 


«A 
| to the Secretary of Mr. le FRANC-de 
POMPIGNAN. | 
SIR, 1 % 


OU wrote three letters to Mr. de Vol 
tare, ſigned Ladouz, at the Hotel des 15. 
ries, wherein you inform him that you 
been ſecretary to the famous Mr. le Franc oy : 
Pompignan z but that you have no longer 
the honour to belong to him, being dif- 
miſſed on a ſuſpicion of having furniſhed? 
Mr. de Voltaire with memoirs againſt him. 
The falſity of this you deſired Mr. Voltaire 
to atteſt. His anſwer was, that he knew 
nothing of you, nor you of him; and tha, 
he never received any memoirs againſt MW. 
le Franc de Pompignan but his own Work, 
which being himſelf old, infirm, and almoſt 
blind, he has now commiſſioned me to re- A 


4 0 . - : 


V 


This chen is the ſubſtance of all he Bes * 3 
_ Mr. Fe Franc de F 5 
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1 Law 
1. Some "ay inden verſes. 


men of genius and 


. A methorial to the king, wherein he 
| informs hig majeſty, that he has an excellent 
4 Pompignan. 


1. The deſcription of a fine feaſt, which 
Il e made at Pompignan, and the proceſſion 
* * An which he marched behind a young Jeſuit, 
d4ccompanied by all the ka, in the coun- 
try; with an account of a treat of fix and 
twenty covers, which was u of all over 
= N province. 6 


Where he tells us, that he was with the ſtars 
in the firmament, whilſt the preachers of 
Paris, and all the men of letters, No be- 
ow in the mire. 


6. A fine wife, very kts very devout, 
1 very amiable, Who cries night and 
morning for the loſs of her dear friends the 

faithful Ignatians, who has brought the 
ſignor de Pompignan, her worthy ſpouſe, a 


was made. to believe that ſhe had m 


an A lo Sr. ? 
e My 


* a A 
* * 4 x * 
2 
5 r 182 LY I 
pe 5 N 4 , 
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the academy, in 


. g. A fine fermon of his own compoſing, 


ſon and heir, and who is now very ſorry ſhe. 
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My maſter has likewiſe been Wan! 
that Mr. le Franc de Pompignan (though he 
is drowned) compaq himſelf to Moſes, 
and his brother the Bop te Karon; he 
deſires his compliments to them. 


He has alſo heard talk offa ego 
of the biſhop's, addreſſed to the 


of Puy, in Velai, by Mr. Cortiat, Fcreta 
He is told, that im this paſtoral mentioſ dg 


made of Ariſtophanes, Diogenes, the Ency- g- 


clopœdia, Fontenelle, Ia Motte, Perrault, 
Terraſſon, Boindin, Bacon, Deſcartes, Malle- 
branche, Lock, Newton, Leibnitz, Monteſ- 
quieu, 22 We congratulate the genen 
of Puy in Velai, on having peruſed all theſe 
writers: like maſter, like man; but Mr. Vol- 
taire enters into none of theſe ſcientific 
ſquabbles: he tills his land, and leaves to 
great men the honour of enlightening the + 
age they live in. 


You acquaint him that the biſhop of 
Alais will take you for his ſecretary, pro- 
vided you can get an atteſtation in due 
form that you never betrayed- the ſecrets 


of Mr. le Franc de Pompignan ; this atteſta- 


*- 


tion he readily ſends you, and hopes that 


when you are ſettled at Alais, you will- ex. 3 


be *. the ſecretary Cortiat. 
2 -I am, Sir, 


| Whatever you 9 to ſtile me, Se 6. 


1 


[ 134, ] l Ws” 

P. S. I aſk pardon, Sir; I had forgot to 
mention, amongſt the works of Mr. de Pom- 
pignan, the Deiſt's Prayer, which he has 
- elegantly tranflare@ from the Engliſh into 
excellent French, and in a fine modern 


the collection, I believe in reality to be very 


Encyclopœdian Journa 


I? IR, Paradiſe, near Genen 0 
Nov. 19, 1764. bk. 8 


T is very true, as you obſerve in your WM 
etter of the 4th inſtant, that there is always 
ſomething coming out in my name, as peo- 
* often give you made wines inſtead of 
oreign ones. The venders of this merchan- 
dize deceive themſelves more than the public. 
My wines have always been but indifferent, 
and thoſe who put my name will never make 
a fortune. OY 


- . 


I have been informed moreover, that they 2 | 
have publiſhed in Holland my private letter; 


private; for the public will know nothing 

of it. I cannot indeed help thinking but 

that it is an affront to the public, and a viola 
tion of all the laws of ſociety, to publiſh any + A 
man's letters in his life-time without his con- 
ſent; but to impute to him ſuch as he never 4 
wa: 2 | * 833 _ "wrote, 1 


8 


"te, an abominable piece of forgery * . 
This collection has never yet reached me; 
I am Told! it is bes bad one, and therefore 


7 atis 5 me, not one of them will be⸗ 
e et Tully's, © I ſhall be glad to 

hear are in good health; for myſelf, I 
| en perfectly well“ This would evidently 
I * de a hein _— 


1. whit we have the letters of Henry IV. 
Sede d'Oſſat, and madam de Sevigne. 
Toung Racine publiſhed ſome of his fa- n 
-ther's; they were but trifling, and were only fe 
pardoned out of reſpect to his illuſtrious 
name; but we are not at liberty to publiſh 
dhe correſpondence of obſcure men, unleſs 
2 nn hey 


ae 


MI. Voltaire wrote el letters, N he 
chice the Pucelle and the Didionaire Philofophique. 
| The letter before-us is full of contradiQtions and falle 
mode ſty: he avows and dilavows;at the fame time the 
private letters printed at Atuſterdam, as. is evidently 
proved by Mr. Freron, who was (6 Gut ahd-unjuft- 
1y-treated in the Pucelle, and many other parts of Vol- 
F 7 taire's works, for attacking the inconſiſtency of his con- 
duct, Which Freran. diſcovered and reflected on, per- 
baps with roo mch feverity ; but when authory,quar- 
rel, they generally. treat each otber like pirates. For i; 
Voltaire realiharaRter, fee a book, cv ch hdahired, 5 
— 7 = Oracle * the new 1 Me. 5 


* 


9 2 oy 
* . 


+ 
= 
77 


b 1 Gy e ee. Yo the French ea. 


R 3 


we | 
2 — virorum. What entertainment can 
the public expect from a few uſeleſs inſipid 
letters, written by 4 
world, to people who 


: * 
4 7 of 
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are as agrecable, like the epifole ob- 


an retired from the 
the world know no- 
thing of? It is as ill-adviſed a thing to print 
ſuch ſtuff}, as it is ridiculous to it; for 


Which reaſon all this kind of f pery finks 
into eternal oblivion within a fortnight. Our 


modern publications reſemble the waumem: 
ble quantity of flies, that, after buzzing gg 
few days, periſn, and give place to — ts 

who quickly undergo the ſame fate. .% 


4 
. = 
pk | * 
_— 


Few of our occupations indeed are of 1 
more value or conſequence; and he was no 
fool who firſt ſaid that all was vanity, e r 
cept the peaceable enjoyment of ourſelves. "i 4 


What I have ſaid would deferve a place in 


your journal, if it was adorned by your o Y I 


I am, Sir, G. 


pen. 


| LETTER 4 . 


To Mad a a Lady celebrated 
for 1 Wit and 3 


vw 


EE 10 : 


f 


th, ſo heav'n "decrees, have loſt our 
eyes, | 


1 = Voltaire the weak, and Dufidan the wiſe. 


And where's the mighty loſs? No more we ſee 
'The ſons of folly, pride, and d e 

Who, drunk with power, lord it o'er mankind; 
Nay, in this little world we all are blind. | 
The city and the court, the great, the ſmall, 
Fortune, and Love, and Plutus govern all; 
And all are blind, like us, if, out of ſive, 

One ſenſe alone we loſe; but few alive, 


Wich ages like our own, can boaſt the ſame. 


We live, we think, have honours, friends, and 
; i 
And many a pope have ſeen, and many a king; 
Beſides, you know, for ſo the poets ſing, 

_ Great Epicurus ſaid, The gift of heav'n 

Was a th ſenſe, which wou'd alone be giv'n 

Jo iis choice fav'rites, well wor ih all the reſt ; 
But were the ſoul of perfect light poſſeſt, * 
YEP | l We'd 


\ - 


LN g | F 
Ev'n though we Sad not ſee without our ſpec- 
tacles. A 


Tou ſee, madam, I an a worthy brother, 
xd and buſied in the affairs of our little ancient 
| republic, few of us being leſs that ninety. 
h You tell me people are not ſo. agreeable as, 
they were formerly; yet the partridges have 
ur the ſame flavour as they had in out youth, 
and the flowers the ſame beauty; but it is 
not ſo with mankind: the foundation of 
every thing is the ſame; but talents, are nat 
ſo: the talent of making ourſelves amiable, 
which has always been. an uncommon one, 
degenerates like others. It is not you who. 
are changed, but it is the court, and hs 
city, as I hear by thoſe who know them,. 
The reaſon perhaps is, we have not ſuffici ?,. 
ently ſtudied the art of pleaſing by Moncreifs 
we are employed about nothing but the 
faſhionable follies of the age. 1 
nd | * | | _ : 
Reaſon gains credit ſlowly, and with pan. 
How do you think ſociety can be agreeable: 
LVvVich all that pedantic rubbiſh that perpetually 
ſurrounds it! You certainly deſerve the com- 
pliment of a Pucelle: one of your good 
things is quoted in the notes to that theo- | 
bgical work; but at preſent you muſt know. if 
it ig, impoſſible to bring any printed book 
from fageign parts to Paris. Even the mi- 
niſter whom you mention will not permit me 
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to ſend any thing under his cover, or di ected 


to him. They are frightened, and I don't 
know why, Be contented, and if, in a 
fortnight's time, I don't ſend you my Joan 


by ſome honeſt traveller, tell Mr. Prefident 


Hainault he muſt furniſh you with one by 
muy oF ſome - hawker or other. It * [ 
coſt vou three livres, and is a very cheap 
book of divinit yx. Fo 


- * 8 


- 


lam ſorry your friend ſhould be ſo hunted; 
you muſt have leſs of his company, and it is 
a great loſs to you both. I ſpend my life 


pleaſantly enough in my retreat, and with 
the family I have got about me. Adieu, my 


dear friend; take courage, and let us make 
a virtue of neceſſity. Do you know this is a. 
Proverb taken from Cicero ? 4 
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the Athenians equipped their fleets. 


as he can. 


Kind. If any 
whichH do not behieve, y ton book will con- 
Tux heir impious abſur 
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LETTER XXV. 
To King STANISLAUS, at Luyeville: 


SIR, Paradiſe, April 15, * 


1 Have nothing but thanks to return your : 


majeſty; you are known indeed but by your 
benevolence, which has gained you the no- 
ble title you poſſeſs. You inſtrutꝭ the world; 
you adorn, you relieve, you dies , both 
by precept and by example. I have-endea- 


voured at a diſtance to profit from both as 


much as I could. We ſhould all endeavour... 
to do as much good in proportion, as your 
majeſty does in your kingdom. You have 
built fine royal churches, I raiſe dee 7 
ſteeples: Diogenes removed his tub, when”: 
Whilſt - 
you relieve a thouſand poor diſtreſſed wreths, - 
we little folk muſt reheveten. It is the duty 
of princes and of private men, every one ae 
cording to his condition, to do as much 

Your majeſty's laſt book, Which 
brother Menou tranſmitted to me by your 
order, is a new favour conferred on man- 
atheiſts there be in this world, 


ty. The 2 
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* of our age have 2 1 removed all 
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your majeſty's ſuſpicions on that head, and 
rendered your labours unneceſſary. They 


| bleſs God that, ſince Newton and Deſcartes, 


no atheiſt has ever appeared in Europe. You 
have. likewiſe admirably well -refuted thoſe 
who formerly believed that chance had con- 
tributed towards the formation of the uni- 


verſe. Tour majeſty muſt with the greateſt 
pleaſure obſerve, that there is not a philo- 
- Jopher amongſt us who does not conſider the 


word itſelf as intirely void of all ſenſe and 
meaning. The greater progreſs natural and 


experimental philoſophy have made. amongſt 


us, the more viſibly do we perceive in every 
| ns the hand of the Moſt High. 


The philoſophy of our days is full of re- 
1 & for the deity. It doth not content 


elk with a barren worſhip alone; but ex- 
tends its influence over our manners, and 


makes our philoſophers the beſt of citizens 


. alſo. They love their country and theirking, 
-,_ - Tubmit to the laws, and ſet examples of loy- 


-alty and obedience. They condemn to ſhame 
and infamy thoſe pedantic and furious fac- 
tions, which are equally prejudicial to the 
royal prerogative, and the peace and hap- 


one of them who would not gladly contri- 
bute half his fortune to the ſupport of che 
kingdom. Continue, Sir, to countenance 
and protect them by your Rr, 1] and 


1 tr | by 
1 „ * 8 : s . 


8 # 
| * 


pineſs of the ſubject; nor is there, 1 believes | 


[ 148 1. 
that men cannot be truly happy 


when kings are philoſophers, 4 ave = 


Encourage, by your powerful voice, thoſe 
citizens who teach nothing in their -writings 


— 


by. your eloquence to convinee_ the a 
number of ſubjects who are philoſophers alſo. ; 


and converſation but the love of God, their 


king, and their country. Confound and de- 
ſtroy at the ſame time thoſe mad and factious 
fools, who accuſe every man of atheiſm it 


is not of their opinion in matters the moſt = 
indifferent. ; 


The angelic doctor - aſſerts, than all the » 
Jeſuits are atheiſts, becauſe they won't allow 
the court of Pekin to be idolaters; and 2 
Hardouin the Jeſuit tells us, that Paſcal, ; : 
Arnauld, and Nicole muſt be atheiſts, be- | 


= 


* * 1 
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pw cauſe they would not be Moliniſts. Brother 
x. Berthier ſuſpects the author of the General 
ad Hiſtory of the ſame crime, becauſe he does 
ns not agree that the Neſtorians, conducted hy 
8, | the blue clouds, came from the country of 
* Jacin, in the ſeventh century, to build Ne- 
a torian churches at China. Brother Berthier 
. ought to have known that the clouds conduẽt 
he nobody to Pekin, and that we ought not to 
p- mix old wive's fables with ſacred truths. A. 
de, Briton, ſome years ago, making ſome enqin-" 
17 -ries about the city of Paris, was accuſed H 
A the abbe de Trublet and Co. of itrekgion, 
De 'oraecount of the ſtreet Tireboudin, and 
nd 


— and the Beton was 


"ol a 


* 


1 144 * 5 
obliged t to ſettle the affair with his accuſer at 
* . de Paris. 

— 22 > "Ba 

Kings look down with contempt on theſe 
little diſſentions; they conſult the general 
good, whilſt their ſubjects, enraged one 

"againſt the other, are always doing private 
"wrongs. A great king, Sir, like your ma- 
jeſty, is neither Janſeniſt, nor Moliniſt; he 
makes reaſon reſpectable, and faction ridicu- 
lous. He makes even Jeſuits good at Lor- 
rain, in ſpite of themſelves. When they 
are driven out of Portugal, he gives twelve 

a _ thouſand livres a year, a good houſe, and a 

convenient cave to our dear brother Menou, 

4 that once a | room he may have it in his power 

to ſerve the friends under his protection. He 

. knows that virtue and religion conſiſt 1 in good 

3 morality, and not in contention. He gains 

A bleſſing from all, while calumniators are 

©. univerſally deteſted. 


* 


| —— ' I I call to mind, Sir, with the greateſt and 


3 


bs. moſt reſpectful acknowledgment, the happy 
F * hours which I have paſſed in your palace, 
| and remember well that you condeſcended to 
be the delight of private company, with as 
much eaſe as you create public felicity; and 
chat if it is a happineſs to be your ſubject, it 

is a ſtill greater happineſs to be admitted as 
your friend. I ſincerely wiſh, that a life-ſo 
uQlſeful to the world may be extended beyond 
Wye > at limits. Aureng- Zeb and Muley- 
| | Iſhmae] 


3 
103 
i 
| 


1 


+ 
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at Iſhmael bred 'to above the age of a bundred 
and five. If God graſfited ſuch length of days 
to the infidel princes, "What will he not 

ſe for Staniſlaus the Brenelicent? 


ne lan, Sir withthe moſt profound reſpedd, 
a- N | Fours, 655 Se. 
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- To.Ms, E BRN 8 to bis th 
[3 LE BR Prince of ay who. & © 

had ſent Mr. Voltaire a fine Ode on Cor- Ne 
"its, ald was the firſt who recommended ct 
the niece to, and brought her acquainted i 
Pe 


with him. 


e Nov. 5, 1760. 
W 
. Should haye made you wait at leaſt theſs pt 


ur OG if I had pretended to anſwer m 
6 
| 
Mr. Le Brun was the firſt man of letters who en- Ca 
- tered warmly into the cauſe of Mr. Corneille. My. de 
Voltaire very generouſly Embraced the opportunity of 

beg a family which had been left in great diſ- on 
7 treſs by their relation Mr. de F ontenelle, who entirely pa 
. _ "negleted them. Freron, about this time, not knowing w. 
any thing of Voltaire's intention, applied to the come- wi 
ilans, and got a benefit in favour of Corneille's nephew. <h 
What Voltaire has done ſince, is well known. It was s 
a noble thing i in bim to portion ber out from the profits ap 
of her uncle's works: that edition, with other preſents, - - th 
got in the whole above ſixty thouſand livres. To Vol- pr 

taire in a great meaſure was owing alſo the reverſion of q 
the ſentence, againſt the family of Calas. When the e 
character of Voltaire is canvaſled theſe actions —_— he 
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plain proſe, that I 


therefore content 0 — telling vod in 
admire both your ode and 
your propgſal. It is fit that an ble! ſoldiet bf 


the great Corneille 8. endeavont to be 


ſerviceable to the grand - dau hter of his ge- 


neral; but wh a building caſtles — 
churches, a l. Of 


we can't do all we would wiſh to do for a 


perſon who ought to be aſſiſted by * 1 IF 


. in the en. 


10 old, 'Ar, but have a niece with me 
who is a lover of the arts, and has made a 
proficiency in ſome of them. If the lady you 
mention, and whom I ſuppoſe you are ac- 
quainted with, will accept of ſuch an educa- 


As. « +5 
= 


tion as my niece can afford her, ſhe will take 


care of her as of a daughter, and I will en- 


deavour myſelf to be a father to her: her 


on need not be at any expence, and her 8 * 


paſſage ſhall be paid to Lyons, where ſhe may 


wait on Mr. Tronchuin, who will furniſh her * - "I 


with a carriage up to my houſe, or a ſervant 
ſhall meet her with my equipage. If this is 
agreeable, I am at her ſervice, and hope to 
thank von zo gthe laſt hour of my life, for 
procuring me the honour of doug what Mr, 1 
de Fontenelle ought to have do os of | 
her nen ſhall be to ſee usP N. 
* LY bets = Ah 
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yod in as good godd verſes as 5 your Gn; 1 müſt 4 
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ave felations to provide for, HIP 
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of her grandfather's pieces, and diſcuſs che 
ſubjects of Cinna and | the Cid. | 


WY * p L 4 4 . 
® « Nt g 
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I have the honour to remain, with all due 
- _ eſteem and teſpect, be pn Mes A 


Sir, your, Sc. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


To Mr. LE BRUN. 


81 R, | Due a a, 176 


| Ix conſequence of your laſt letter, on the 


name of Corneille, and the merit of his de- 
ſcendant, as well as on account of another 
which I received from her, I have reſolved * 
to do every thing in my power to ſerve her, 
I flatter myſelf * will not be diſguſted at a 
retreat Fe he ſhe will ſometimes. meet With 
men of merit, who have all the reſpect for 


her great uncle that is due to him. Mr. TA - 


Leu, though an eminent notary of Paris, 
who lives in your neighbourhood, will, © 

ſight of this letter, immediately reimburſe = 
you the money advanced for the journey of 


adem. Corneille. She has no preparations 2 


to make, as linen and Lafer dreſs of eve 
kind will be provided for her on her arrival. 


Mr. Tronchuin, banker, at Lyons, will have 


advice of her coming, and will be ready to 
receive, and conduct her to me. As yo 


are ſo obliging as to enter willingly into this 


little neceſſary buſineſs, I ſhall ſubmit it in- 
2 to your care, and depend on the in- 
G 3 * 


cereſt you take in a 


matter that concarns a 


name ſo dear to every man of letters. 


. 
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I am Sir with the greateſt f iendſhi 
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To Mademoiſelle CORN EILLE. 


- . 1028 
MADAM, Dielices, Nov. 22, 1760. 
8 | _— 


Yo UR name, your merit, and the letter. 
ou honoured me with, increaſe both in Mr 
ennis and myſelf our impatience to receive ⁵ 
you, and we hope to deſerve the preference 
you have been ſo obliging as to favour us 
with. I muſt inform you that we paſs fe-. = 
veral months in the year at our country houſe Xx 
near Geneva, where notwithſtanding o 
will be accommodated with every thing ne -- 
ſary with regard to the duties of religion; 
but our principal reſidence is in France, 
about a league off, in a very tolerable houſe, 
which I am building, and where you will be 
more commodiouſly lodged than in the place 
which I now write * a You will find ſuf- © 3 
ficient amuſements in both, either in work, 
reading, ot nihſic. If you have any inclinas*- = 
tion to learn hiſtory and geography, we will - 2 
ſend for a maſter, who I doubt not will think x 
himſelf highly honoured in teaching any thing | 
G 4 to 


3, © © 


to a niece of the great Corneille, and I ſhall 
be ſtill more ſo in having you with me. 


” 


lam, with the greateſt reſpe&, 
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L ET T E R XXL. 


To! Mr. the Chevilief de XN. at Tou- 
| r ule. L | 


: 


SIR, . Sept. 20, Nen 


Þ AM not well enough at preſent to have, 2 
as much wit as yourſelf; you take me at a 
diſadvantage; as Waller ſaid to St. Evres 
mond, you are very good to read things 
which T-have intirely forgot; but you muſt 
have too much ſeaſe not to ſee that. 
Mr... Mouteſquies received into the academy for 
having el at it, is a piece of drolſery, 
and this g more. Do as the academy did, 
Sir, enter into the joke; and above alf ue 
care never to read the diſcourſes of Mr. N 


let, unleſs Lyon are troubled with a want f 
feed." 


TY Ts kt is Frog 4 
You TER lab! very ney what Mon- 
teſquizn meant by the word virtue in a re- 
public; but if you recollect that the Datch- 
h upon a gridiron the hearts of the two. 
Wits; it you call to mind how. m 


FN 115 ghbours' the. Swils {1X dike Lew) is 
fe 1 for a little ready N ; if you 1%.” 


1 * encber 


b % 
member that the republican John lin, 


that worthy divine, after having maintained 

in his writings that no man ſhould ever be 

perſecuted, not even thoſe who denied the 

Trinity, burned aliye with green fagots a 

=. Spaniard who differed with him in opinion 

[ on that ſubject, you will moſt certainly con- 
clude, that there is no more virtue in a re- 
public than in a monarchy. 


Ubicungue calculum_ponas,:-ibi naufragium 
fere invenies. 


The world, my fend, is one great ſhip- 
wreck; and man's motto, Save. Jour 
Ei you can.“ 4 
_ ay I faid, thi William the Con- 
queror diſpoſed of the lives and fortunes of 


bis LY fo IND like an caſtern monarch. le 
1 ee t being me for it! I p 
”, ſhould 5 1 og he abuſed his victory, | y 
as they always do, both in the eaſt and in 


the weſt; for mo Agdliſputable it is, that 
no monarch upon earth has a right to divert 


bhimſelf with plundering, and killing his ſub-, Þ 
3 jects juſt as he thinks proper. We poor Hit. n 
torians are too often believed, and the great- v 


eſt injury we can do mankind i is to tell them, 

as ſome do, that the princes. of the eaſt ate y 

very e cut off as many heads as 1 
hs pe It might very probably COT 
tnat 
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8 the oriental prinos and 
miglr imagine this noble prerogative was by 
divine igt, I have ſeen many travellers 
who had paſſed through Aſia, who all rus 
gee: up their ſhoulders when youtalke 
them of thiꝭ pretended: deſpotiſm: A 
dent of the laws. It is true, indeed; that: 
in troubleſome times, both the mondtehs 


and miniſters of the eaſt are as wicked as our 


Lewis XI. or Alexander VI. True alſo it 
is that men are every where equally inclined 
to violate the laws, when they are angry, 
and there is no great difference in this reſ- 


pe& from Ireland to Japan. There are, 


notwithſtanding, in every place ſome honeſt. 
men, and virtue, improved by ſcience, turns 
the hell of this world into a paradiſe. 


Your virtue, Sir, as appears by your 
letter, is of this kind; and the illuſtrious 


preſident Monteſquieu would have found in | 


you a friead worthy of him. 


A gentleman, whoſe eſtate lies, 1 believe, 
2 x from you, is now with me, and pro- 
225 ſome time in my little retreat; 


it 8 Fo Marquis d'Argent. He has con- 
vinced me that nothing can be more amiable 


than a man of honour and virtue, who has 
wit and genius. I could wiſh you would do 
me the fame honour, and aſſure you it would 


be 


ad 
1 u conſefibits 


4 


—— 


1 WT 

rote me two or three “ letters in your name. 
Theſe fellows-aze a ſet owretches very un- 
worthy the honour of being ſolicited for to a 
man of your merit and conſequence f. , 


Take this opportunity, to; aſſure. you of 
the great eſteem and relpeck which all al- 
ways have for you. 


2 N * E ak Fly 
1 Phe original is © Deu ov trois lotttes anony- 
es ſous votre nom.” Two ar three-anonympus.lets. 


tors in your name. 


J "+ | This ſeems to be a kind of bull of Mr. Voltaire's, 
*« a one cannat well conceive. how the. letters ſigned 
with Mx, Hallen's name could; be properly called an. 
; mou, . $9 46. | £ | 


I Phis letter, ſays the French ediror, full of te- 


ſihle· anſwer of! the / oelebtated ang ineſtimable ve pub- 
lican Mr, Haller, which, we have therefore with great 
pleafute tranſcribed. It will let us into the flrange 
ald unaccountable character of Mr. de Voltaite. 
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venge and difquietude, called for the elegant and ſen- : 


LETTER X XXII 


Mr. HALLER Anſwer to Mr. de VOI. 
r 


SIR, 


Wikis R 6 3 ien. c — 4 
concern. I ſee and admire à gentleman po- 
ſeſſed of riches and independeney, Who has 

it in his power to chooſe the beſt compan 

equally applauded hy monarchs. and by Sl 8 
public, and immortalized by fame; and "hall — 
L behold, this very man loſing all his pace 7 
and quiet, only in endeavouring to preëẽẽ -. 1 
that one man has ſtolen, from him, and d an 
other is not e een _ i 


or no? 


Deren nge x59 
Providence holds an chal 2 to al | 
N it has ſhowered down rang and 
15 1755 17. T | N 7998 * ' 1 "ON ** 
L (140; WW 1 's | L572 5! 
* In (7M of he: * 15 Ee deres, 
French econ ty which Mer. Voltaire ee from-tl 
ſreur Oral Horhig , could = done; *. b. Nis ene 
ones wEhE.prgblbly Lee adranted Wessel ug · agaipſt / 
hjpjogs ftriftly true: but Mr. Voltaire always ſhewed 
tod keen a reſentment of the trifles Which were written 
agaiaſt bim, as witneſs his affair with Frets 
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[ 160 J 
ory upon you. "You muſt have your miſ- 
glory up alfo, and it has found out the equal 


poiſe againſt your happineſs, by giving you 
too much ſenſibility. © 


The perſon whom you complain of would 
loſe very little by loſing the protection of a 
man, who has long lain hidden in an obſcure 
corner of the world, and who is happy in 
* having no influence or connections. The 
las alone have here power to protect the 


cure of my library. I have ſeen Mr. Lerveche, 
—— mean Laroche) with one Mr. May, an 
exile, whom I have viſited ſometimes ſince 


his diſgrace, and who paſſed the latter part 
"i 95 his time with this miniſter. | 


If either of ths have put my name to 
their letters, and made people believe, that 
we are more intimate than we really are, I 

3 certainly, when I ſee them, reſent it as 
done to me, which frem too great 


= a fricrdhip, for me you ſeem'to have exagge- 
ö £2 ag xd 1 7 


{ 0 ; % ; k Af 
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<8 iiſhes bad any power, * would add 
one to the bleſſings you enjoy. I would 
wiſtr you that tranquillity which flies before 


| gffivus, which perhaps is pot of ſo, regt 
L. value han es a red with relation. 40 {6-- 
ren Sri wy td : 550 Len, 
| 2 tw iin dic e e 501 103 IE. nn 
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citizen and the ſubject. Mr. Graſſet has the 


tO ( 


2 


3 >. 


ciety, but of infinitely more with regard 
_— the moſt celebrated man in 
Europe would then be alſo the moſt happy. 


＋ - % 
* 


Jam, Sir, 


10 1  * Your perfect admirer, 


* 
x 


me with ** aſtoniſhing ſucceſs. 
a heart alſo 
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ET TEN RAW. 
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Te Mr. BEELOY\,, Author of the Siege of 
Calais, a ragedy, repreſented in Fe- 
bruary, 1765. 5. 


* 


SIR, 


AM almoſt blind, but have till my hear- 
ing, and the voice of fame has acquainted 
I have 
alſo that is intereſted in it: permit 
me to join, though at ſo great a diſtance, my 
Hain appiauie, with that of the whole 


kingdom. Long and uninterrupted may de 


ou 
* 


* All Paris, ſays the French editor, crowded with 


rapture to this excellent tragedy, ſo intereſting to every 
lover of his country. The city of Calais fighalized 


themſelves more particularly by the marks of favour 
ſhewa both to the tragedy and the author of it. He 


was crowned for the firſt time, and the applauſe of the 
court equalled that of the city, Nothing leſs than 

Id was given to Mr, Belloy. A medal was ſtruck at 
Nei Louvre; one fide of it repreſents the king, with 
theſes words, Autium parens; on the reverſe, is Apol- 
tor holding a flag, on which is written Corneille, Ra- 


cine, Moliere; and a little below, 


Et 


f 


YT 


+ 7 San PP . 0 0< 0 Ri 


8s ] 
your merit and your — 1 Nothin 
remains to crown 2 Jour glor i he nt 


by Frefop. 1 5 


Lavbrace you withowt.ceremony, which, 
with brother poets, is unneceſſary. I am, 


with great pleaſure and 6 


Tours Se. 


Et qui naſcetur 4 illts. 


An ta ers for the poets, and which at the ſame 
time does honour to the monarch, whoa ſhews ſuch 
taſte and love for genius and abilities. 


The extraordinary, tho' deſeryed ſucceſs of this 
tragedy, excited the malice of ſome little poets, who 
wrote epigrams againſt the author and his piece. 


| Epigram, on the Siege of Cela 


Bombaſt and fuſtian all, a deal 

Of idle prate, and fooliſh zeal ; 

A heap of flattery, great pretence, 

With very little wit or ſenſe: 

Such was the merits join'd to raiſe it, | 
And ſuch ate all the fools who praiſe it. 


Another, on the ſame. 
Rejoice ye knaves and fools, I ſay, rejoice, 


All citizens enroll'd by public voice. 

A glorious honour, which, in Lewis“ reighs 0s 
Who ſav'd their country only cou'd obtain. 
Of old 'twas dearly bought ! — but now-a-days 

7 is to be had for — praiſing Belloy's plays. 


There 


| L 164 J | 
There follows, in this place, an epigram, as it is 
| *ealled; in the original, on the piture of Mr. Belloy ; 
but it is ſo poor a piece, that it is not worth tranſlat- 
ing. And likewiſe another on the word ffege, which, 
in French, ſigiu fies both fege and ſeat; but, as the pun 
does hot anſwer in Engliſh, it could not be tranſlated. 


_— — — — — " hs G« —— 


And talks for ever of thy charming lays, 


TT] 
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LETTER, XXV. 


PARODY of Mr. VOLTAIRE's Letter to 
133 BELLOY. 4 75110 Ada 
B LIND cho' I am, my friend, I ſtill can hear 


The voice of fame, which thunders in my ear, 


Which make ev'n malice ſmile, and envy praise. 
The patriot and the poet all commend ; 

W hoe'er is Belloy's muſt be France's friend. 
Equall'd by few, by fewer ſtill ſurpaſs d, 

Long may thy merit, long thy praiſes laſt, _. 
One honour ſtill remains, and one alone, 5 
To crown thy fame, the cenſure of Freron. 
Whilſt I from envy, pride, and malice free, 
Who look not on thee with baſe jealouſy, 

In brother bards unſeemly, give thee joy; 
Nor ſteal we from le Franc, or poor * Roſoy. 


* Mr Du Roſoy, author of a tragedy called the 
Siege of Calais, printed about two months before the 
Ee of . da Belloy's, was impriſoned at Fort % 
Evigne, for endeavouring to perſuade the public, that 
the players communicated tbat piece in manuſcript to 
Mr. du Belloy. This young man, who is but an in- 
different poet, quatrelled with ſome perſons of the fit 
conſequence. He even went ſo far as to accuſe M. du 
Clairon of having ſtolen the manuſcript of the tragedy 
of Cromwell from the Sicur Morand, who has mo 


1 . 1 


dead theſe ten years. Unhappily the world, and 


par- 


- ticularly Mr. Morand's ſtĩends believed the accuſation. 


N. 8. Fitirhore the Prenth & AY 


lee $4t7thetfgnflaibn, nnd 1 


en Veintes oltair: thou h * i 
among. his letters * e . ; * 


torx. 


The above Food h is a very poor piece of poet 2357 
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To the « Mag 8 5 800 of 
oy da Tears, 


, * 
« * s 
rf ! 


oe. «UA Lol 
Ho ow b w are e thoſe wha teach while they. de- 
.* Tight'Þ GER 64192 o | 

How "7 like thee, who fink s welt us white; 
But reafem with the ſifter graces joit'd 
To give thee perfect empire ver the mind z 
Thus ith his lyre Apollo wins our hearts, r 

nd 13 the ferpent Pyiho-with | his darts... _ 79) . " 
'Tis the ame treat, the lame all: pow?rful goed, 
Who quells the ſavage monſters of the wood, 
Ahe whoſe act ive and enſiꝰ ning ray, s 
Gives waren te nature, and lights bp the day: 1 1 . 


But mob a gad Be ie, when 19 ibe charms ve be 
Of love he yields, and ſports in Daphne's arms. | 


The leſs, Sir, that the owl of Ferney de- 
ſerves your fine verſes, the more ought he 
to thank you for them: he intereſts him- 
ſelf in every thing that concerns you, becauſe 


be a Curl worth. 
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In thee we, as in others, find 

The venial faults of heedleſs youth; 
But pardon foibles, Where the mind 
Is fraught with wiſdom and with ruth. 


I chall retain vou as one of che beſt advo- 
cates for our philoſophy, and. I hereb give 
you notice of it; all will by and by 
nt home Sheets ora. 


To ee d, eaſy, gay, and free, 
Is man's due tribute to ſociety: | - | 
For others this ; z; and to ourſelves remains 
The duty to be—happy for our pains. 


5 4% 


"> 


We have one little new cell, and are. 
4 another. You know how much 
een in our convent *. | 


= The French i in a note to this letter, has 
given us ſome very dull anecdotes concerning the mar- 


quis to whom it is addreſſed,” which, as t ey could 
nd no n 10 the reader, are * | 


1 * 
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We r at: it has, N 


| To Mr. VAMOURBUX® 


1 „ Qs Re 44. 


Mr PEAR Friend, Dail March 15 e 


* Have W over ; "wich the greateſt ic 1 
5 5 the new memoirs of the innocent 
4 Calas, by Mr. Beaumont. Tad. 
— and even tears over it; but. 
learned nothing from thence which I did 
not know before. I have been thorough+ - 
ly convinced with d.to that point x 
ome. time paſt, and had the happineſs: 


rg the firſt nen proo os. # 


C4 4 a — * . AO 2 Lhe” wa 


"Yo ſeem deſirous to ey how "this 


ud 


* 2 
8 


7 This letter, ſays the French editor, has: 3 f 
ready publiſhed ; we have reprinted it here, with 


ditions,” or, more tly ſpeaking, the teſtoration 
n long paſſage, wh . not ſuffered to appear 1 


the Paris etlition; we mean that part of it which con- 
cerns Mr. Rouſſeau of Geneva, It is ſo far pardicy- 
larly valuable, as it gives us a farther inſigbt into the 
chatecter of Mr. Voltaire, and his opinion das. 
lebraled philoſopher. 


170 1 


that all RY, cries out againſt this legal 
murder of poor Calas, broke upon the 
wheel at Toulouſe, and how-it came to paſs 
that the difcovery of this dreadful piece of 
injuſtice ſhould take its riſe in a little un- 
known corner of the world, between the 
Alps and mount Jura, a hundred leagues 
diſtance n the ſcene of this mournful 


"TpgedS- eh OT OY e 


About the 5 of March, By a tra- 
veller, who had paſſed through Languedoc, 
came to ſee me at my little retreat, two 
=o from Geneva, who acquainted me 
with the puniſhment of Calas; and at the 

fame time aſſured me, that he was perfectly 


innocent. I obſerved to him, that it was 


ſcarce probable he could have committed the 
crime; and till leſs probable that the judges, 
who had no private intereſt in the affair, 
could condemn an innocent man to be broke 
en the wheel. 5 
The day ket; [ was informed ihe" one 
fi the children of this unhappy father had 
taken refuge in Switzerland, not far from 
my little cottage. His Aight inclined me to 
think the family guilty. I reflected, not- 
withſtanding, that the father had been con- 
demned for aſſaſſinating, without any ac- 
-complice, his own fon on account of his re- 
Agion, and that this man was fixty-nine 
„en 


3 — ee beg yo oy 


<< 0 De 
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years of age at the time of his death. I ne- 


ver remember to have heard of an old 
man who was fo horrible an enthuſiaſt. 1 
had always remarked, that this kind of reli- 
gious rage ſeldom. attacked any but a young 
man, whoſe. lively, weak, and- tumultuous 


imagination is frequeatly inflamed by ſuper- 


ſtition. The fanatics of the Cevennes were 
all madmen of between twenty and thirty, 
and taught from their infancy to ſtile them- 
ſelves prophets. The convulſioniſts, many 
of whom I ſaw at Paris, were all little girls, 
or young fellows; the old men in our mo- 
naſteries are not ſo ſuſceptible of furious zeal 
as thoſe who are juſt out of their noviciate. 
All the remarkable aſſaſſins, who were armed 
by fanaticiſm, have been young men, as well 
as thoſe who pretended to be poſeſſed, and 
I never heard of an old man's being exor- 
ciſed. This conſideration induced me to 
doubt of his guilt; beſides that, the crime 


was to the tft degree unnatural. 


"x ized hed young man to bs Wen t to | 
me, and expected to find him one of thoſe 
wild 3 aſts whom I have frequently - 
met with in his country; inſtead of which, 
I ſaw before me a ſimple lad, open and in- 

enuous, with a countenance of. the utmoſt 
loftneſs, and which at once intereſted you 
in his favour, and who, whilſt he was 
ſpeaking to me, endeavoured, but in, vain, 
54 H 2 | 10 
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id me he had been apprentive to a mann. 


fa the tears that fell from Kim. He 


Qhirer at Niſthes, where it was the public 


talk that his whoſe family at Toulouſe woul: 

de en is Geek; cher an 4.563 
gueddde believed. them guilty; and that, to 
avoid ſuch dreadful ignominy, he had fled to 
Switzerland. 1 


I afked him if his father and mother ha 


the character of being paſſionate and cruel? 
He aſſured me to the contrary, and that 


they had never beat one of their children 
in their-whole lives; but on the other hand, 
wie the wb, roach eee Fiche 
I muſt own to you this thoroughly convinced 
me of their innocence. . I received more in- 
ae d kidle Shes, BO fob Heads 
at Geneva, men of undoubted probity, who 
had lodged with Calas at Toulouſe; they 
confirmed me in my opinion. Far from 
thinking the family o Cala ſet of particides 
and fanatics, I began to ſee that they had 
been accufed and ruined by ſome vile enthu- 
Ralls. Long ſinee had'T expericictd whit 
the ſpirit of party and calumny were capa- 


1 Lo * 
4 


*p 4 


But what was my aſtoniſiment, When, 


5 
) 
3 


A ans 1] 

he made of Calas's guilt; but I was not yet 
deterred. I took 4 liberty to write to the 
Governors of the province, and all the neigh- 

uring places, and even to the miniſters 
of. ſtate. All unanimoully adviſed me not to 
interfere any._farther.- Eyeryibody condemn- 
ed me, and I We h. Sir, was 


my 4 CONC uct. 


The widow of. 0 5 from VET to 


own. her migfort! es had taken away 
2 daughters, HOP hey ac ſolitude, to 


indulge her griefs, and wait for that death 


which ſhe eyery day expected. I did not in- 


quire whether ſhe was 2 . Proteſtant, but only 
whether ſhe believed i ia a God, the rewarder 
of virtue, and the avenger of guilt, I aſked 
Er, D in the name of that God, ſhe 
112 atteſt, under her own hand, that her 
and died innocent: ſhe nevet heſitated 

e aft; no more did J. I de ſired Mr. 
Marictte. to take her defence to the king's 
council. Mad. Calas was obliged to leave 
her retreat, . and uadertaks her journey to 


Kalt LE 


Me ſee by this, that if there ate ite 


crimes in the world, there are perhaps as 
X vir es; and that if ſuperſtition pro- 


. n e Ld Can repaſr 


4 bd * 65 
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rien 


7 A lady. 
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A lady, whoſe 8 equal to her cu 
Eigh birth, and who had been ſome time at no 
Geneva to moculate her daughters, was the to 
. EKrft that aſſed this unfortunate family. Se- W] 
velal French, who had retired into this un- it 
try, contijbuted alſo. The Engliſh travellers nc 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves more particularly in fo 
this aflair. As Mr. Beaumont obſerves, . 
there was a conteſt of generoſity between 
the two rations, which ſhould be the moſt : 
forward in fuccouring virtue thus cruelly L 
ee CO th 
What followed do one knows better than e\ 
vourlelf; who labonred in the cauſe of bal 
12nccerce, ith more zcal and intrepidity? Us 
How ncbly did yow-c=courage thoſe orators 
| Who ware d bby France and by all Europe a 
with ſo much attention! It recalled to mind 8 
the times when Cicero defended Amerinus, V 
accuſed of parricide, before the ſenate. Some te 
perſors, indeed, who filed themſelves holy 1 
and devour, declared againſt Calas; but, for h 
the fiſt time frice theeftabliſhment of fana- h 
ticiſm, the voice of wiidem put het | 
—_— 7... ps 
Reaſon may now indeed be ſaid to have : 


gained a glonous victory amougf us; but 
would you believe it, my dear friend! the 
family of Calas, ſo nobly aſſiſted, and ſb 


| e 
W 1 revenged, wa not the only one ac- : 
n E cuſed [ 


9 
5 


1 


1 


euſec of parricide on a religi ious pretext; 
not the only one who has Path erjficed 
to the rage of prepudice; there is one 
which is yet more unhappy, becauſe whilſt 
it experienced the ſame misfortunes, it has 
not met with the ſame conſolation, or 
found a Mariette, 4 * n and 4 
Loiſeau. 728. | 


It mould head that 1 ſtill dwells: in 
Le an infernal fury, brought his 
ther in former times by the inquiſitors in 


A. 


the train of Simon de Montfort, and that 


ever ſince thoſe. days ſhe cntinues, every 
now and Foe, to 133 her torch * 


, WS ail he 
_ . i 2 — W 4 1 . 14 
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24A 0 ot Caches ane name 18 
89558 had three dauginers : as the family 
were Proteſtaate, the Yung ſt of the daugh⸗ 
ters was ſtolen away from ber mother," put 
iato a coaveit, and well whipped; to teach 
her her catechiſm: ſhe runs mad, and Oy 
herfell i into a well about a league from It 
BE $22, 8 _" farkes! 
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* Mr. Beanmont, to the honour of WEWTx ſer w 
reſolved to defend the cauſe of the Sitvens, as be has 
already done that of Ca'as, which T remarked to him 
at the tiine when wa wrote me this letter. 1718 

N. B. This note by the French editor, 1 ac- 
cording to the laſt ſentence in it, ſhould ſeem to be 
the perſon to whom this letter is addteſſed, Mr. D'A- 


mouteux. 5 


EW 1 
father's, houſe. ». The zealots immediatel 
gonelude, that the father, mother, and ſiſ- 


ters had drowned the child. It was taken 
For granted amongſt the Catholicks of that 
Province, that the Proteſtants always make 
it a rule for fathers. and mothers to han 

drown; or cut the throats of all thoſe chill 
dren who ſhew any inclination towards 


the Romiſh religion. This was at the very 


time when the family of Calas was in pri- 
ſon, and the ſcaffold prepared for hem. 


£3. i #4 3.4 gf. 11 i 
37s The a aT 


- 


The affair of the drowned child ſoon 
z#eached Toulouſe. Here, faid they, is a 
bew inſtance of a father and mother con- 
Victed of parricide. The rage of the popu- 
lace increaſed; Calas was broke upon the 
- wheel, and a warrant iſſued out againſt Sir- 
ven, tis. wie, and daughter. Sirven had 
Jul time to eſcape with his ſick family, 
they travelled, on foot, and without any 


Proviſions, over cragged mountains covered 


Wich ſnow. One of the daughters was 
brought to: bed in the midſt of all the ice 
and gold, and dying herſelf,  cariicd her 
dying infant in her arms. They bent their 
courſe toward Switzerland. The fame chance 
hich conducted the children of Calas de- 
ereed that theſe alſo ſhould put themſelves 
under my protection. | $70: 
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jj "TO to.yourſelf, .my friend, four ſheep 
whom the Nav accuſe of having ſlain a 
lamb; ſuch was. the. fight J had before me. 
80 much d Y Joined to ſo much mi- 
ſery,.. LY, 11 55 ible .to_deſeribe., What 
could; Lo?” hat would, you haye done in 
my, tuation; Muſt one be content to weep- 
over. human nature? T took the liberty to 
write to. che firſt preſident of Languedoc, 4 
ſenſible and good man; but he was not 
at Toulouſe. By means of a friend of ours 
1 gt a placet. preſented to the ,vice-c 
cellor. During this time the father, ; 
ther, af two daughters were hubg in effigy 
near aſtres, their goods confiſcated,” and , 
"he: a. As fs to Aupport 1 then. 


8 Hete, 5 is a whole honeſt, vita 
| innocent t family given up to beggary and 
Ag, and in a ſtrange country. They meet 
indeed v With e But how hard } it 15 
6 40 5 14 ol heck of _compathon' all our 
iy eg. aſt, am told, that a pardon 
| all 5 Proc -ocured. for them: "7 thong ht at 
| firſt, th I meant. the Judges, naß 925 the 
ardon was or them. You muſt be ſatiſ- 
Hed at at this wretched, family would 17 5 
ö 2 beg 1925 bread from door to door, and 
Mik b Iger, than ſue for the U asd; 0 s 
tine. ey. were never ilty of, and whigh 
"7s too” } vrrivle, were tt EY, ſo, even to de- 
* ſerve it. And yet how are they to obtain 
Gn, i - juſtice? 


4 W 2 


„ . 


* 


1 "7s f 

fuſtice? How. ſurrender themſelves i bei 
Ton in a country where half the people ſtill 
believe the murder of Calas juſtifiable? Muſt 
they gd a ſecond time to demand a new trial? 
Mul they endeayour again to excite. the 


e pity, which the misfortunes of Calas 


dave already exhauſted, and which will grow 


tired of always having accuſations of parri- 


.cide to refute, contre 9 to * 
Ar d [judges to confnte * 


Are not two Rich wack ol 2 W 
ing fo cloſe to each other, my dear friend, 
; proofs of that unavoidable fatality to which 
dur miſerable race is ſubjected? That dread- 
ful truth; ſo often told us by Homer and 
1 Sephocles, an uſeful one indeed, as it 
. teach us er and reſignation. | 


hot 1 WY on this ooch chat whilſt 
5 hel aſtonifhing events touched me in the 
tendereſt manner, and affected me to the laſt 
degree, a man whofe profeſſion you will 
gueſs at by what he ſaid, reproached 0 

m — 


With the intereſt I had taken in two fa 
lies, that were utter ſtrangers to me. Why, 
ig he, do you trouble yourſelf about them? 
Lat the dead bury the dead. To which I 

replied: I have found in my deſart an Iſrae- 
"how bathed in his own blood; permit me to 
pour oil into his wounds. You are A Levite; 
let me be a Samüritan. | 
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They treated me indeed like a Samaritan; 
_ a defamatory libel upon me, whicit 
ey called a Paſtoral Letter; but it was 
| | the Work of a Jeſuit, and ſhould be forgot 
ten. The wretch did not know that I had 
at that time taken a Jeſuit under my pro- 
| tection. Could I give a ſtronger proof” that 


we ſhould look upon our enemies as out. 
brethren? | ws 2; 2 
This We Kata, conan 1 

little petty citizen of Geneva, is eterhalh 
clamouring againſt me, and crying out in 
his convulſions, that 1 perſecute and purſye _ 
him from place to place, and, in the end, 
ſhall force him to hang himſelf; ſo much 
have I ſet the miniſters of the goſpel and the 
magiſtrates of the country againſt both his 2 
writings and bis perſon. He 1 wiites all cheſe 
fine things to à great lady at Paris, who ad- 

t mires His eloquence more than that of Cicero 
or Boſſuet, and loves her John James * like 

. her lap-dog. This good lady ſpreads her 


pretty little ſtories about amongſt other good 

; ladies, who tell them: to the very gaod nes 

5 at cqurt, till all theſe agreeable goſlips are 
, inſenſibly as it were perſuaded into a moſt 

Nrw 8 of me, omg upp the ity aer 
5 t > 20 
. e 

: e Meme Retfteab. the ebenda e 


philoſopher, ſo well known by his New Loi, Pe. 
now in England. 8 1 


y OX 


| » uy 
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of her word, or from mere idleneſs. 9 
5 t.of me, who never ſo much as pro 


noynced the name of John James four. times 


in my life; who never read any of his me- 
tancholy revexies, becauſe, L hotd.it.asan eſta- 
bliſhed-maxim, that he who-would live long 
always laugh; me who, for theſe; ten 
— paſt, did. not know Whether this Allo- 
| be ag Hercules exiſted or not; who thought 
ad been ſhut up in ſome hoſpital, or 
vedged imo the trunk of ſome: old tree in 
* A of ae er 
and.. W 


* 


Ye EFEALS TEE hive of wrath, 


and-.hatred of calumny. Conformit 2 


8 roduced our friendſhip. 1 

ſpem my e in ſearching for and oubliſh. 
ing that truth Which I revere; what other 
modern hiſtorian has defended the memory 
of a great, prince againſt the , ſhameful. im- 


Poſtures. of an * obſcure. writer, whom one 


May propeily ſtile: the calumniator of kings, 
miniſters, and generals, and . Le 


We is no Later ae 
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M Vohatie: TY to the Frengh — 

des to the memoirs of Mad. Maintenôn, by Mr. 
de la Bravme.le, an author who had treated Mr. Vol- 
tajre, in, Seeed, of Wi, eee, N ſe⸗ 
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Uiterature even in the fanchuary, 


we ©} 

I have dane nothing. more therefare with 
regard to the , dreadful calamities of Calas 
and Sirven, than Nhat every other man would 
have done, followed. the Hent of my own in- 
clination. The aim of a philoſopher is 
the to wert 9 ee, but 10 * 


— know. the rage 3 ta x Pee} 
would perſecute oſophy, whoſe . daugh- 
ters, truth and toleration, ſhe.would deſtroy, 
as ſhe did poor Calas; whilſt, Philoſophy 
only. wiſhes to 3 the children of e 
— falſhood and perſeeution. . 2 3 


Thoſe who are not able to 1 80. W 
always endeavoured to diſcredit thoſe who - 
are. They have gonfounde the philoſ pher- 
with the ſophift, and miſerab}; decebe t em- 
ſelves. The true philoſopher will ſometimes. 
indeed ſhew his indignation: againſt chat ca- 
lumny which -purſues him: he may over- 
P in eternal iofaray. the baſe, merce- 
nary, hiceling ſcribler *, Who, twige in the 
month affronts truth, rea ſbn, taſte, and 
virtue. He may, as he goes along, ſacrifiee 
to ridicule and contempt. thoſe my Jule 


. moſt to revere it; hut / at eb 
25 3 «> © + ee * F 4 7 8 


1»; '6 #5 75 


3 » EDN al tudes IF mot pb to. the role ref 


1 kind ot review pub}; ed, in, France, and luppob 8 
* written by Freton. 


; „„ 
time he is a ſtranger to cabals, party- reju- 
dice, and revenge. He ſtudies with the 
wiſe Montbar , and the philoſopher of 


+ Vore, to make the earth more fertile, and 


its inhabitants more happy. He clears the 
lands that are uncultivated, increaſes the 

number of ploughs, and conſequently of men 
_ alſo; employs and feeds the poor, encourages 
matrimony, relieves the orphan, never mur- 
murs againſt neceſſary taxes, but enables the 
huſbandman to pay them with chearfulneſs. 
He expects nothing from the world, but 
does all in his power to ſerve it; abhors the 
hy pocrite, pities the ſuperſtitious, and, in 
fhort, is a friend to all mankind, 

3 I perceive 
3 Author | of an excellent, work, intitled Natural 


. "Hiſtory. 
r 


I The celebrated Helvetius, author of the Livre 
de [Ejprit, or A Treatiſe on the Faculties of the Mind. 
The moſt, humane and generous creature vpdn earth. 
- The inhabitants ot . where he lived, ate conti- 
*pvally bleſſing and praying for him. Hel was perſecut- 
ed and baniſhed on account of his treatife. The hy- 
-pocrites and devotees of tbe court, thoſe cruel and 
yindiftive ſpirits, conſpired to deſtroy him; but the 
es which always does juſtice to virtue ard abilities, 


T ae 


have amply repaid him for the injuries and contempt . 


Which he met with at; court. ._ . | 370 
n | 

Buch, adds the French editor, was alſo the ſate of 
the {ublime _Mirebeau, who fell. a victim to fixty tax- 
'gatherers of France, who'procured an order to impri- 
"fon him in the caſtle of Vincennes. g 


4 


(1830) 


I perceive I am drawing your portrait, 
and that it wants nothing to make it per- 
ectly like, but your being happy enough to 
live in the country *. 


* 


a7 1 « Wor - + 7, 1 1 3 
= After the publication of this letter, Freron; in 
his Aunte, likewife-put out-a letter from a Proteſtant 
philoſopher, which was very ſevere both on Calas and 
Voltaire, which probably gave occaſion to the follow- 
ing letter from Mr. D' Argen. 
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F rom the N | 
mene rigadier Genera 
Wy ; ng 


My Deas Faun, 


2 Have lately read, in a little periodical pa- 
per, called, The Annals of Literature, a ſatire, 
occaſioned by a piece of juſtice done to the 
family of Calas, by the ſupreme tribunal of 
the maſters of requeſts, which has raifed the 
indignation of all honeſt men, as I am told 
moſt of theſe papers do. The author, by 
a very ſtale device, which every body ſees 
through, pretends that he received a letter 
from a Proteſtant philoſopher, who tells him, 
that if the world were to determine concern- 
g that affair from Mr. Voltaire's letter, 
which has circulated over Europe, they 
would entertain but a very ſalſe idea of it. 
The author of the paper does not venture 
directly to attack the maſters of r-queſts; but 
ſeems to hope his cenſure of Voltaire will 
fall upon them, as they all proceeded on the 
ſame evidence. 
Arr. * 
* We are informed by whom, but not to whom, 


this letter was witten; but may conjecture it was 
moſt probably aduiefled io the French editor. 
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He begins by e . deſt roy that 
favourable preſumption which all the lawyers 
went upon, that it was not natural to fup- 
poſe a father ſhould aſſaſſinate his ſon, mere- 
ly on a ſuppoſition of his being inclined 
to change his religion, He oppoſes to this 


argument, the validity of which is fo univer- 


fally acknowledged, the example of Junius 
Brutus, ſuppoſed to have condemned his 
ſon to death, and is ſo blind as not to ſee 
that Junius Brutus was à judge, who with 
the greateſt concern ſacrificed nature to duty. 
What kind of compariſon can there be ber 


tween a ſeyere ſentence and an.execrable a 
ſaſſination! between an act of dux 


and 8 
* 8 


N 
: ih 


parricide, and ſuch a parricide too 


if it had been committed, the father, mother, 


brother, and friend, mult all have been ac 
„„ 2 -- 94n os 
He goes ſo far as to aſſert, that if the forg 
of Calas did actually ſay there never was g 
more tender and indulgent father, and that 
he had never beat one of his children, it is 


rather a proof of the ſimplicity of thoſe who. 


:lieved this depoſition, than any mark of 
innocence in the accuſed. It is true, inde 
that it is not an abſolute legal proof; but 
ſurely it is highly probable: it was a power- 
ful motive for -a further examination, and, 
Mr. Voltaire was only at that time in 1 
of ſuch circumſtances as might determine hit 
to enter thoroughly into this intereſting affain, * 
5 | +, ., Eaneerning 
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Eoncerning? which he afterwards produced 
ſuch convincing proofs, which had been pro- 


cured for him at Toulouſe. 


But there is fomething ſtill more abſurd. 
Mr. Voltaire, with whom he paſſed three 
months near Geneva, at the time when he 
undertook this affair, infiſted on it, before 
he engaged, that Mad. Calas, whorg he 
knew to be a very religious woman, ſhould 
ſwear in the name of that God whom ſhe 
adored, that neither her huſband or ſelf had 
| er This oach had great 
weight, as it was hardly poſhble Mad. Ca- 
las ſhould ſwear falſely, or run the hazard, of 
coming to Paris, and expoſe herſelf to the 
ſeverity of the law. She was intirely out of 
the cauſe; nothing obliged her to take ſo 
dangerous a ſtep as to recommence a crimi- 
nal progeſs,. in which ſhe might have loſt 
her life. This author ſeems not to know 
now much it muſt ſhock a perſon, with any 
«#enſe of religion, to be guilty of perjury; 
bur this he ſays is a falſe method of reaſon- 
ing; © it is juſt as if we were to aſk one of 


the leaſt concern in it. 


_ *© the judges who had condemned 


Calas,” 


But how abſurd'is the compariſon ! The 


judge, no doubt, will make oath, that he 
judged according to his conſcience; but this 
conſcience might have been impoſed on by 


evidence: whereas Mad. Calas could 


Ace- 


ver 
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ver be deceived ot impoſed on with regard t 
the crime imputed to her huſband or herſelf. 
The accuſed muſt know in their own hearts 
whether they were guilty or not; but the 
judge can only know ,it by the evidence, 
which is often equivocal; the writer of th 

paper therefore muſt have argued (for love 
to call things by their names) with as. much 
folly as malignity. | . 
le makes hold to deny it was ever © be, 
«© Heved in Languedoc, that the Proteſtants 
make it a point to deſtroy: thoſe children 

V hom they ſuſpect of any deſign to a | 


„ their religion.“ Theſe are the words of 


this very filly writer. He does not know 
that this accufation was ſo ſerioufly and ſo 
univerſally believed, that Mr. Sudre, the 
famous advocate of Tonlouſe, who gave us 


an excellent memorial in favour..of the Calas 


family, has there refuted this popular error 
in page 59, 60, and 61, of his account. He 
does not perhaps know likewiſe, that the 
church of Geneva was obliged to ſend to 
Toulouſe a ſolemn proteſt againſt this horri» 
ble accuſation. 6: 000 


He makes himſelf merry with this ſerious 
and important affair, and laughs at the 
ſcheme of writing to the governors of Lan- 
guedoc and Provence, to get proper informa- 
tion from them, that they might know how 

* is 


ö 10 
proceed... Whax could. have beg. dong 


r for win Nen poſe? 


3 ſhall fy nothing of the little witticiſms 
ſcattered about in this paper. The 1 5 
C2nce of Calas, and the folemn,decree.made 
— * maſters of requeſts, are things of too 

Aare to be kth * . mix- 


ture 5 ſuch trifl les. 


| aſk. pardon of. * Yoluire for; gining 
name to that of ſuch. a man as Freron; 
Put as theſe poor and miſcrable ſcriblers are 
uffered. at Paris to abuſe genius and. merit, 1 
Thought; a 195 actuated 1 a ſenſe of ho- 
| 7 mg ht be nile to K his ſenti- 
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Uh my father o Was 5 þ Ae 101 
tite, Mews at once the. Pho Thee © Four 
heart, and the excellence your unklet⸗ 
ſtanc ing. You a6 aint 11 t this tirtie 
with the innſolence ahd baſetefs of Freron 
which I was A a ſtranger to, kaving 
never lit of his paper. That chance whi 
Aittifhed you with ne of them, Was feder, 
T'thank her, fo unkind to me; but you have 


extracted gold from his dunghill, W bn. 


fang tiscaluenoies. , . EDS | 2 


If this man had.read the ag which Mad. 
CREE from her retreat, Where ſhe was 
almoſt expiring, and from whence they 
draggelf her with the greateſt difficulty; if 
he Fad ſeen the candour, the grief, the re- 


ſignation, which ſhe expreſſed in her recital + 


of the murder of her ſon and huſband, and 
that irreſiſtible air of truth with which ſhe 
called God to witneſs her innocence, he 
Feng FLA not, I believe, have been touched 
ümſelf, but he muſt have ſeen that every 
honeſt heart would be touched and con- 

vinced alſo. 
But 


1 


0 abo 


„ But tyrants cannot feel the force of nature, 


Nor can a Freion feel the pow ' of virtue. 


As to Rielle, x abs the duke of 
Villars, whoſe protection he ſeems fo much 
to undervalue, and whoſe teſtimony he re- Te 
jects, he does not perhaps know Wat it was 
at my houſe they ſaw young Calas, whom [ 
d the honour to preſent to them, and that 
moſt aſſuredly they di t. protect him till 
they had agen into the affair; after ſuſ- 4 
eg their judgment a long time, which | 
every wiſe man ought to * * his final 
deciſion. | „ | 


As to the maſters of "NEWS 1. is their 
buſineſs to ſee whether, after their loyereign £0 
determination, which had confirmed the in- 
nocence of Calas and his family, a Freron 
ſhould be permitted to call it in ar 4 


. 
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* 1 embrace, love, and e you, | 
__ And . r w 
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LET TIN 
g Ys. 1 
I To the Abbe de VOIS E NON. 
4 | 2 l | 
: 1 Had a little ſtunted vine, 
1 Which brought me neither leaves nor wine, 
4 An honeſt gard'ner came, and dreſt 
h And trimm'd it ſo, that ev'ry gueſt I 
il Who us'd to rail at, honour'd me 
For my high-flavour'd Burgundy. 
ir 1 had a rough unpoliſh'd ſtone, 
zl Which few would deign to look upon; 
21 . An artiſt ſaw the uſeleſs thing, | 
* He cut and form'd it to a ring; 15 
Vou ſee it now a diamond fine, 
And brighter than us maſter ſhine. 
'c. What nature leaves unfiniſh'd, art can mend. 
| Alas! what ſhould we do without a friend? 
15 Jou will eafily gueſs, my lord biſhop of 
15 Montrouge, to whom thoſe bad verſes are 
"I addreſſed. Preſent my compliments to Mr. 


Favart, who is one of thoſe deities who pre- 
R ſide over the genius of French gaiety. As it 


is ten years ſince you wrote to me, I dare not 


cry 


* 
* — 
* 


gotten me. 


\- 


FF. aG! yi. 
(19% ] 


out, Write to me, my friend; but I 
muſt ſay, O my friend, you have for- 
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T HE ANSWER 


== Favart, prais'd by *. 

Aſpires to immortality. 

On ev'ry bard whom you approve, 

Apollo looks with ſmiles of love; 

Conſigns the gardens to his care, 

And to adorn his patron's hair, 

He form'd of flow'rs the choiceſt band . 
That fell from thy all-pleaſing hand; Vs 
As thou art for his maſter known, 

He counts thy treaſures as his own. 

Whilſt thy example thus the poet fires, 

He gives to thee the verſe thy praiſe inſpires. 


"He — not have failed offering his Co- 
medy of Gratitude to you; but he has a ti- 
midity natural to men of genius, and feared 
it was not worthy of your acceptance. You. 
will, hardly believe that, in ſpite of all his 
merit, nr ill- natured world will not allow 
bim to be the author of his own excellent 
viorks ; "but maliciouſly and unanimouſly at- 

| 1 5 I tribute 


| 
| 


| b 46 bi 
tribute half of them to * me. I am ſure you 
will not fall into this miſtake, 1 he — 


your ſtuff to make his holiday cloathꝭ of; you 
don't make it a point to ſtrip him of them. 


He will ſend you immediately his Fairy 


Urgelia, which yt met with fucceſs x 
Fontainbleau, which I am juſt now come 
from. This may be no reaſon why the piece 
ſhould ſucceed at Paris. Fhe court is the 
chatelet of Paris, and Paris is the grand 
chamber, which almoſt always reverſes its 
decrees. You 8 inen him with the 

ſubject 


* The public lee unantinouſſy,” lays the French 


editor, attributed the moſt delicate and agreeable parts 


of Mr. Favart's works to M. de Voiſenon ;. and it muſt 
be acknowledged that there is a great ſimilitude of ſtile 
and manner between the Annette and Lubin, the three 
ſultanas and the Engliſhman at 1 and all 
the new pieces publiſned by Mr, and Mad, Favart, 
with whom Mr. de Voiſenon 526 been a long time con- 
nected. The author of the Queen of Golconda, M * 

pouf, ſo much the worſe for her, 1 2 other very 


_ - agreeable novels, may very poſſibly have compoſed hae: 


ſonnets and ſmart epigrams. It is likewiſe ſaid, that 
Mr. Favart was not the author of La Chercbeuſe 
PEſprit, a charming little piece, and generally attribut- 
to-the marquis-of CY who is f E wat r 
ann. * 


The prediction in the letter concerning the Fai airy. 
Urgelia was fulfilled. This piece, ſo ſtrongly talked 
of, ſo warmly deſired, and ſo highly applauded at 
court, was received very coldly at Paris. In ſpite of all 
the fine habits and decorations beſtowed vpon it it did 
not ſucceed at all. 
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f 199 } 
ſubject of this work, which will be its beſt 
recommendation. Adieu, my beſt and oldeſt 
friend; I ſhall hot Sete to be yours till the 
parliament ſhall recall the Jeſuits, nor ſhall I 
ever forget you till I have forgot to read, 
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a Comedy called the Tu rox pured, 
which met with Succeſs on the French 
Theatre. 


PAY 8 f 


8 I R, n Ferney, Nov. 30, 176g. 


I Am ney obliged to to you for the op- 
2 ou have given me of participating 
hat pleaſure which all Paris has taſted in 
your excellent performance. I am not at 
all ſurprized at the ſucceſs of it: it has 


not 14 in it a variety of pleaſing incidents, 


but is ſet off by eaſy and natural dialogue, 
and is as well written as played. You will 
not, I hope, ſtop here; but go on to enrich 
our ſtage. It is the greateſt comfort of my 
old age to ſee theſe fine arts, which I love, 
adorned and lupe by men of ſuch merit 
and genus, TR 
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10 Nis near the Cateye 
Dublin, 


1 
2 


Ir Able, Coteredts, aj Peel u Mt, 
Churchill. Price 1s. 1d. 

Almoran and Hamet: An Oriental Tale, in two 
Vols. n 

The Hiſtory and een of an Atom, in rods 
Vols. 28. 8 d. 

The Annual Regiſter, or a View of the Hiſtory; 
Politicks, and Literature, for the Year 1767. 6s. 

Belliſatius. By M. Marmontel, Member of the 
French Academy, 28. 8d. | 

Bubue: Or the: World az it Goes. By Monſ. 
Voltaire. To which are added, Letters concerning 
Dis Diſgrace at the Pruſſtian Court: With his Letter 
te bi Niece on that Occafion. Alſo the Force of 
Friendthip, or, Innocence diſtreſſed. A Novel. 64d. 

Barford N a Novel: In a fries of Leners; 
two Vols. | | 
'The Cale, Fl Military Treatiſe. By an Officer. 
8 E on the Lays of England. By Wil- 
liagn Blackſlone, Eſq; „ Profeſſor of wh 

a 


and 


— 
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and Solicitor General- zo her Majeſty, four Books, 


11. 1 od... Auy of the Books may be had to make 
i the <- "4 2 

amal: Or, the Adventures of a Guinea, 
Wherein us _exhibited Views of ſeveral ae 
Scenes, with . rious A 1 
the moſt noted erſons i feu Rank of Life, 
Hands it paſſed through, in America, England, Hol- 
land, Germany and Portugal. By. an Adept, four 
Vols. 8s. 8d. 

The Amours — Aa of Charles Careleſs, 
Eſq; interſperſed with a Variety of curious and en- 
tertaining Abecdotes; Kittel and moral Refleftions ; 
droll and ſurpriſing Scenes; familiar and intereſting 
Deſcriptions; and ſome humorous and importang 

harggters;! drawn from real Life. Written by him- 

elf, two Vols. 48. 4d. 

The Childrens Bible: Or, 4 an Hiſtory of the Holy 


Scriptutes. In which the ſeveral Paſſages of the Old 


and New Teſtament are laid down in a Method . 
before attempted; being reduced. to the tender Ca 
Cities of the little Readers, by a lively nd Rriking 
Abſtract, fo as, under Gov, to make hab excellen 
ee take ſuch a firm hold of their young Minds = 
lemories, and leave ſuch Impreſſions there, both of 
Moral and Religious Virtue, as no Accidents of their 
future Lives will ever be able to blot out. To whic 
are added, the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
adapted to the Minds of Children. By a Divine of 
the Church of England. Adorned with Copper 
| Plates, 18. 1d. 
By the Kix d's Nen 
The Girle of the Sciences. In Eight Volumes. 
Intended io make the Youth of both Sexes univerſally 
beloved and admired, and to make them rich, wiſe, 
and happy. (Being a mot uſeful and 5 Preſent, 
and written for the luſtruction of the Britiſh Princes 
and Princeſſes.) Containing, I. Gxammar made ea- 
ſy ro young Gentlemen, Ladies, and F oreigners. Lo 
which is added, the Art of Writing, illuftrated with 
Copper-plates: Together with a Collection of Letters 
5 rections for addreſſing Perſons of Diſtinction, 
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ret in Writing or Diſcourſe. laſcribed to "the 
Hon. Lord Viſcount Dunluce. 

Ti. ArxrTHmMET1C' made ealy, and adapted to the 

Coins, Weights, and Meaſures, of Ireland. Inſcribed 

to the Right Hon Lord Ophaly. 

III. RaeTorrc made eaſy, and Muftrared with ſe- 
8 beautiful Orations from Demoſthenes, Cicero, 
Saluſt, Homer, Shakeſpear, Milton, &c.  Inſcribed tio 
| the Right Hon. Lord \ ;ſcount Ikerin, 

IV. Porr made . and embelliſhed with 
great Variety of the moſt ſhining Epigrams, Songs, 

des, Paſtorals, &c. from the beſt Authors. In- 
ſcribed to the Hon. Maſter Edmond Boyle, Son | to 
= Ris ht Hon. John Far! of Orrery. 

oft made eaſy. To which is added, a com- 

Mea: Syſtem' of Metaphyſics, or Ontology. In- 
— to the Right Hon. the Earl of Kerry. | 
VI. Geocxarny made eafy, and embelliſhed 
with a new Map of the World. Inſcribed to the Right | 
Hon. Lord Viſcount Netterville. 

VII. CyxonoLocy made eaſy, together "with a 
Table of the moſt memorable Events, from the Be- 
ginning of the World, to the Year 1752.  Inſcribed 
to the 100 Maſter Clotworthy Skeffington, Son to 
the Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Maſſereene. 

vill. An eaſy Spelling Dictionary, on a new Plan, 
6 by — as to take up no more room than a com- 
mon Snuff-box. Inferibed to the Hon. Richard Naſ- 
ſau Moleſworth, Son to the Right. Hon. Lord Viſ- 
count Moleſworth: [Price 85. 8d. neatly bound in red 
Leather, and gilt.] 

The Life and Military Hiftory of the celebrated 
Marſhal Saxe, Generaliſſimo of the Armies of his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty : containing a full and clear Ac- 
count of the moſt important Tranſactions of the late 
War. Together with ſome genuine Anecdotes rela- 
tive to his private Life and Amours ; and the Ceremo- 
nies obſerved at his magnificent Interment. Publiſhed 
for the Improvement and Entertainment of the Iriſh 
Youth of both Sexes. Adotned with Metal Plates, 
* H. * Dilworth, A: M15 445 - © : 
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The Hiſtoy of Charlotte Villars: A Narjative 
founded on Truth. 8 1 


Incidents, inſtructi ve Aa entertaining. 18. 

The Chineſe Spy; or, Emiſſary from the —— of 
Pekin, commiſſioned to examine into the preſent State 
of Europe. Tranſlated ftom the Chineſe, hx | Vols. 
bound i in three, 8s. 12d. 

The Hiſtory, of Miſs Clarinda Cathcart, — Mig 
N ene two Vols. 28. 82d. 

Genuine Memoirs of Mr. Charles Churchill. With 
an Account of, and Obſervations on his Writings : 
Together with ſome Original Letters that paſſed be- 
tween him and the Author, 62d. 

The Cottage, a Novel: By Miſs Minifie, Author 
of Bar ford Abbey, three Vols. in one. 28. 8d. 

The Catley: containing all the Songs and Airs in 
the Beggars Opera, Love in a Village, Maid of the 
Mill, Artaxerxes, Athridates, Daphne and Amintor, 
Summer's Tale, Thomas and Sally, Royal Shepherd, 
Midas, and Comus. As they are ſung at the Theatres. 
To which are added, a Number of favourite Songs, 
ſung at the Theatres and Gardens, by Miſs Catley, 
Mits Brent, Mrs, Vincent, Mr, Tenducei, Mr. Lowe, 
Mr. Raworth, Mr. Vernon, and others 18. 1d. 

The Office and Authority of Sheriffs, Under-Sher 
riffs, Deputies, County-clerks and Coroners in Jre- 
land. Collected from the Books of Common Law; 
and alſo from the Acts of Parliament of Force touch+ 
ing this Subject. Digeſted under Ae Titles. 
By Matt. Dutton. 68. Gd. 

Directions to Church Wardens for che faithful Diſ⸗ 
charge of their Office. Br Hamphey Prideaux, D. D. 
Is. 16, 

The Devout Companion : Containing Prayers and 
Meditations. for every Day in the Week ; and for le- 
veral Occaſions, ordinary and extraordinary. 63d. 

A New Guide to the Engliſh Tongue. In five 
Parts. By Thomas Dilworth, School-maſter in Wap- 
ping. 8d. 

A Guide to the Engliſh Tongue. In two Parts. 
| "7 Thomas Dyobe, School-maſter i in London. 8d. 
Mercantile 
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Mercantile Arithmetic : Or, compendious Methods 
for performing the principal Arithmetical Calculati- 
ons practiſed by Merchants and Exchangers. By Da- 
nie] Dowling, Teacher of the Mathematics. 48, 4d. 
The Exemplary Mother: Or, Letters between Mrs. 
Villars and her Family. Publiſhed by a Lady, from 

the Originals in her Pofſ-fſion. In two Vols. 28. 81d. 
Letters between Emilia and Harriet, on a Variety of 
familiar and intereſting Occaſions. ' 28. 2d. 

Letters from Emerance to Lucy. Tranſlated from 
the French of Madame Le Prince De Beaumont, In 
is THY Oo Rana yu 
The Hiſtory of Eliza. Written by a Friend In 
wwo Vols. 2s. 2d. + 4 
The Hiſtory of Emily Montague. In four Vols. 
By the Author of Lady Julia Mandeville. 5s 5d. 
Fanny: Or, the Happy Repentance. From the 
French of M. D'Arnaud. 6d. | 

Frederick and Pharamond : Or, the Conſolations 
of Human Life. By john Langhorn, D. D. 1s. 1d. 
- Examples of the Interpoſition of Providence in the 
Detection and Puniſhment of Murder. Containing 
above thirty Caſes, in which this dreadful Crime hath 
been brought to Light, in the moſt extraordinary and 
miraculous Manner; collected from various Authors, 
ancient and modern; with an Introduction and Con- 
cluſion. By Henry Fielding, Efq; 63d. | 
The Gardeners New Kalendar : Divided according 
to the twelve Months of the Year. And under cach 
Month into the ſeparate Weeks. Containing the 
Practice of Gardening, under the following Heads. 
I. The Flower Garden. II. The Seminary. III. The 
Fruit Garden IV. The Kitchen Garden. And di- 
fecting what is to be done every Week ; and the Man- 
ner of doing it: With the general Culture of hardy, 
Greenhouſe, and Stove Plants; and the raifitig and 
management of tender Annuals ; adapted to the Cli⸗ 
mate of Ireland. To which are added, Directions 
for managing Auriculas. By an eminent Gardener, 
1. | | 
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_, Health: A Poem. Te which is added, the Doc- 
 _ tor's Decade. . By John Baynard, M. D. 2d. 
e on ſeveral Occafions, By the Earl of Halli- 

An , Eſſay on the Writings and Genius of Shake- 
ſpear, compared with the Greek and French Drama» - | 
tic Poets. With ſome Remarks. upon the Miſrepre- 
ſentations of Monſ. de Voltaire. 2s. 81d. 

Sermons to Young Women. in two Vols. By 
James Fordyce, D. D. 48. 4d. N 22 
Sermons to Young Men. In two Vols. By Jona- 
than Mayhew, D. D. 4s. 4d. e | 

The Farmer's Daughter of Effex. By James Penn, 

Vicar of Clavering cum Langley, in Eſſex, and Lec- 
turer of St. Ann and Agnes, Alderſgate. 28. 2d. IF 

Theron and Aſpaſio: Or, a Series of Dialogues and it 
Letters, upon the moſt Important and Intereſting Sub- V 
jects. To which is prefixed, the Life of the Author, L 
In three Vols. e Hetvey, A. M. 8s. 14d. 

A Treatiſe on Fruit Trees. By Thomas Hite, t! 
Gardener to the Right Hon. Lord Robert Manners, at E 
Bloxholme, in Lincolnſhire. 38. 6d. . 

Eden: Or, a compleat Body gf Gardening. Con- al 
taining plain and familiar Directions for railing the ſe- p 
veral Products of a Garden, Fruits, Roots, and Herb- & 
age; from the Practice of the moſt ſucceſsful Garden- tl 
ers, and the Reſult of a long Experience: Together 
with the Culture of all Kinds of Flowers, according 
to the Methods of the Engliſh, French, and Dutch 
Floriſts ; and the Knowledge of curious Plants, af- 
ter the Syſtem of Linnzus. With Figures and De- is 
ſcriptions of the Flowers and Plants proper for a Gar- { 
den. Including the Care and Culture of the Pleaſure 
Garden. The Buſineſs of the Seminary for every. 
Week in the Year, Catalogues and accurate Deſcrip- 
tions of the Fruits as they come in Seaſon; and new 
and practical Directions for the Management of Fruit 


029 . OMpFS Ta... 


Trees. With the beſt Methods of Culture far the ſe- 
veral Articles of the Kitchen Garden : And the com- 
plete Management of the Ground for raiſing them, in 
the Natural and Artificial Manner. Compiled and 
© | digeſted 
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digeſted from the Papers of the late celebrated Mr. 
Hale, by the Authors of the Complete Body of Hu- 
bandry. And comprehending the Art of conſtructing. 
a Garden for Uſe and Pleafure; the beſt Methods of 
\ keeping it in Order; and the moſt perſect Accounts 
, of its ſeveral Products. By John Hl 11, 148. 14d; 

| A New Companion for the Feſtivals and Faſts of 
the Church of England; with Devotions proper ta 
each Solemnity, Adorned with a Number of Scrip- 
ture Pieces,. elegantly engraved. Reviſed and correQ= 
ed by Leonard Howard, D, D. Chaplain to her Roy- 
al Highneſs the Princeſs Dowager of Wales, and Au- 
thor of the Royal Bible. 5s. 5d. 

The Hiſtory of England, from the Invaſion of Ju- 
lius Cæſar to the Acceſſion of Henry VII. Contain- 
ing the Reigns of the Princes before the Conqueſt, 
William the Conqueror, and William Rufus. By 
David Hume, Eſq; eleven Vols. 21. 10s. 5d. | 

The Roman Hiſtory, from the building of Rome to 
the Ruin of the Commonwealth. By N. Hooke, 
Eſq; fix Vols. 11. 18s. od. Fa 

The Jewiſh Spy: Being a Philoſophical, Hiſtorical 
and Critical Correſpondence, by Letters, which lately 
paſſed between certain Jews in Turkey, Italy, France, 
&c.'| Tranſlated from the Originals into French, by 
the Marquis D'Argens, and now done into Engliſh, ' 
in four Vols, / 10s. tod. | 
The Hiſtory of Miſs Indiana Danby. Four Vols, 

s. 5d. . ; 
1 x Dictionary of the Engliſh Language To which 
is prefixed an Engliſh Grammar. By Samuel John- 
ſon, A. M. 7s. 

Leonidas: A Poem. By R. Glover. 25. 84d. 
The Patriot King diſplayed, in the Life and Reign 
of Henry VIII. King of England: From the time 
of his Quarrel with 3 Pope, to his Death. By Ed- 
ward Lewis, A. M. Rector of Waterſtock and 
Emington, in Oxfordihire“ 28. 82d. | 

Memoirs of a Magdalen: Or, the Hiſtory of Loui- 
fa Mildmay. Now firſt publiſhed from a Series f 
Original Letters. In two Vols. 28. 83d. - 8 
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A 1 Introduction to Engliſh Grammar. With 


Eritical Notes. By the Rev. Dr. Lowth. To which 


are OR Obſervations on Sole. By Joſeph Prieft- 
1 F 

7 The f Hiſtory of Lord Clayton and Miſs Meredith. 
In two Vols. 28. 8;d. 

The Life and Heroic AQions of John Churchill, 
Duke of Marlborough. Containing all the Military 
and other Tranſactions in the Reigns of Queen Anne 
and King George I. Publiſhed for the Improvement 
and Entertainment of the Iriſh Youth of both Sexes. 
Adorned with Metal Plates. By H. W. Dilworth, 
A. M. 18.1d. 

Book-keeping Methodiſed: Or, a Methodical 
Treatiſe of Merchant-Accompts, according to the 
Italian Form. Wherein the Theory of the Art is 
fully explained, and reduced to Practice, by Variety 
of "Ox fi Examples in all the Branches of Trade. 
To which is added, a large Appendix, containing, 
1. Deſcriptions and Specimens of the Subſidiary 
Books uſed by Merchants. 2. Montes and Exchanges, 
the 'Nature of Bills of Exchange, Promiſſory Notes, 
and Bills of Parcels. 55 Precedents of Merchants 
Writings, peculiar to England, Scotland, and com- 
mon to both.” 4. The Commiſſion, Duty, and Pow- 
er of Factors. 5. A ſhort Hiſtory of the Trading 
Companies in Great Britain, with an Account of her 
Exports and - Imports. 6. The Produce and Com- 
merce of the Tobacco Colonies; with a Specimen of 
the Accompts uſually kept by the Store-keepers. 

A Dictionary, explaining abſtruſe Words and 

Terms that m—_ in Merchandiſe. op. John _ 


A.M. 38. 9:d. 


Moral Entertainments on the moſt i important Pradti- 
cal Truths of the Chriftian Religion. By Robert 
Manning, Author of England's Converſion and Reſor- 
mation compared. In two Vols. 28. 81d. f 

The Moral Tales of Marmontel. Tranſlated from 
the French by C. Denis, and R. Wa In three 
Vols: 6s. * | 
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Paradiſe Loſt: A Poem, in; twelve Books. The 
Author John Milton. Printed from the Text of Tho- 
mas Newton, D. D. 3s. 3d. * . 
The Eſſays of Michael Seigneur de Montaigne, 
tranſlated into Engliſh, The Eighth Edition, with ve- 
ry conſiderable Amendments and Improvements, from 
the moſt accurate and elegant French Edition of Peter - 
Coſte; In four Vols. 118. 43d. _ | 
Little Maſters and Miſſes Miſcellany : Or, Divine 
and Moral Eſſays, in Proſe and Verſe. Adapted to 
the Capacities, and deſigned for the Improvement, — 
of the Youth of both Sexes. Adorned with curious 
Cuts, To which are added, Select Fables, Enter- 
taining Stories, Moral Sentences, and Facetious Jeſts. 
By a er of Children. 1s. 1d. 
Magazin des Enfans: The Polite Tutoreſs : Or, 
| Young Lady's Inſtructor. Being a Series of Dia- 
logues between a ſenſible Governeſs, and ſeveral of 
her Pupils. of the firſt Rank. By Madam La Prin- 
ceſſe de Beaumont. "Tranſlated from the French. 
Four Vols. 4s. 4d. | 
Memoirs of a Man of Pleaſure ; Or, the Adventures 
of Verſorand. Two Vols. 5s. 5d. : 
The Univerſal. Gazetteer: Or, a Deſcription of 
the ſeveral Empires, Kingdoms, States, Provinces, 
untries, Cities, Towns, Seas, Lakes, Rivers, 
Mountains, Volcanoes, &c. in the known World. 
With four large and accurate Maps of Europe, Aſia, 
Africa, and America. By B. Martin. 3s. 6d. 
Memoirs of the Hiſtory of Madame de Mainte- 
non, and of the laſt Age. Tranſlated from the French, 
by the Author of the Female Quixote. Three Vols, 
8s. 14d. wh, 
The Hiſtory of the Liſe of Peter the Firſt, Emperor 
of Ruſſia. In three Vols. 8s. 14d. 
An Experimental Hiſtory of the Materia Medica, 
or of the Natural and Artificial Subſtances made nfe 
of in Medicine: Containing a Compendious View of 
their Natural Hiſtory, an Account of their Pharma- 
ceutic Properties, and an Eſtimate of their Medicinal 
Powers, fo far as they can be aſcertained by Expe- 
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. rience, of by rational Induction from their ſenfible 

Qualities. By William Lewis, M. B. F. R. S. In 
two Vols. 108. 10d. 5 ro 


The Governeſs; Or, Little Female Academy. 
Being the Hiſtory of Mrs. Teachum, and her Nine 


Girls. With their Nine Days Amuſement. ' Calcu- 
lated for the Entertainment and Inſtruction of Young 
Ladies, in their Education. By the Author of David 
Simple. '1s8. d. 986 * 
© Newton's Theory of Light and Colours, and his 
Principle of Attraction, made familiar to the La- 
dies in ſeyeral Entertainments. Tranflated from the 
8 Italian of Signor Algorotti Two Vols. 
12 Treatiſe on Virtue and Happineſs. By Mr. 
Nettleton. 1s, g. A'S 
An Eſſay on the Government of Children, under 
three general Heads: Health, Manners, and Educa- 
= 74. — Nelſon, Apothecary. 28. 2d. 
3 e 
Letters to Monſ. de St. Evremond, and to the Mar- 
8 de Sevigne. Collected and tranſlated from the 
rench. By a Lady. 28. 81d. | 4 


Travels through Germany. Containing Obſerva- 


tions on Cuſtoms, Manners, Religion. Government, 
Commerce, Arts, and Antiquities. With a particular 


Account of the Courts of *Mecklenburgh. In a Se- 


ries of Letters to a Friend. By Thomas Nugent, 


L. L. D. Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. 


Two Vols. 5s. 5d. 

The Naval Chronicle: Or, Voyages, Travels, 

. Expeditions, remarkable Exploits and Atchievements, 
of the moſt celebrated Englith Navigators, Travellers, 

and Sea Commanders, from the earlieſt Accounts to 


the End of the Year 1759. With a Deſcription of 


the Religions, Governments, Cuftoms, Manners, 
Commerce, and Natural Hiſtory of the ſeveral Nati- 
ons they viſited, conquer:d, or had'Dealings with. 
Including the Lives of the moſt eminent Britiſh Ad- 
mirals and Seamen, who have diftinguiſhed e 


Z 


emoirs of Ninon de L' Enclos, with her 
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by their Bravery and Love - Liberty. In three Vols | 
adorned with Cuts. 16s. 

A Companion for the "ſts of the Church of En- 
gland: With Collects and Prayers, for each Solemni- 

By Robert Nelſon, Eſq. 58. 5d. 
Ovid de Triſtibus Delphini. 28. 64, | 7 
The Oecononiy of Human Life. In two Parts. 

Tranſlated from an Indian Manuſcript written by an 
ancient Bramin. To which is prefixed, an Account 
of the Manner in which ſaid Manuſcript was diſco- 
vered. In two Letters from an Englith Gentleman 
now reſiding in China, to the Earl of # . To 
which is added, an Appendix to the true Oeconomy 
of Human Life. In a tter to the Earl of Cheſter- 
Held. 18. 74d. 

The Adventures of Peregrine e Pickle: a which 
are included, Memoirs of a dy of Quality. Four x 
Vols. 6s. 64. | 

The Polite Lady: Or; a Courſe of Female Educh- 
tion. In a Series of- Letters, from a Mother to A 
Daughter. 25; 81d; 

Poems on ſeveral- Occaſions. Written by Dr. Thes 
mas Parnell, late Archdeacon of Clogher: And pub- 

liſhed by Mr Pope. 28. 2d. | 
The Works of Alexander Pope, Eſq. In ten 
Vols. complete. With his laſt Corrections, Additi- 
ons, and Improvements. Together with all his Notes, 
as they were delivered to the Editor a little before his 
Death. Printed verbatim from the Octavo Edition. 
Adorned with curious Frontiſpieces. I. 1s. 8d. 
The Life of Alexander Pope, Eſq. Compiled 
from Original Manuſcripts ; with a critical Effay on 
his Writings and Genius. By Owen Ruff head, Eſq. 
To which are added, Mr. Pope's Letters to a Lady, 
(never before publiſhed.) Two Vols. 5. 5d. 
Plutarch's Lives. Tranſlated from the Greek. 
With Notes, explanatory and critical, from Dacier 
and others. To which is prefixed the Life of Plu- 
tarch, written by Dryden. Six Vols. 11. 6s. od. 
| Miſcellaneous Works of his late Excellency Ma- 
x thew Prior, Eq. In wo o Vols. 58. 5d. 

5 . Letters 
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© Letters from a Perſian in England to his Friend at 
1 han. 0 28. 82d. : a | 0 
The Perſian Tales. A new Tranſlation, from an 
Original Verſion of the Indian Comedies of Moclos. 
Wherein all the Stories, formerly printed in three 
Vols: are now reduced into one. By Edward Button, 
Gent. 28. 8:9. | 


Tales tranſlated from the Perſian of Inatulla of 


Delhi. Two Vols. 28. 81d. | 
+ The Paraſite: Or, Adventures of Dick Swallow. 
Two Vols. 2s. $4. A ; = 
Memoirs of * * * *, commonly known by the 
Name of George Pſalmanazar, a reputed Native of 
Formoſa. Written by himſelf, in 6rder to be publiſh- 
2 after his Death, Containing an Account of his 
Education, Travels, Adventures, Connections, Lite- 
rary Productions, and pretended Converſion from 
Heatheniſm to Chriſtianity ; which laſt proved the 
| Occaſion of his being brought over into this King- 
dom, and paſſing for a Profelyte, and a Member of 
the Church of England. 2s. 8:d. _ +0 
_ The Hiſtory of Paraguay. Containing among ma- 
ny other, New, Curious and Intereſting Particulars of 
that Country, a full and authentic Account of the 
Eſtabliſhment formed there by the Jeſuits, from 
among the 7 Natives, in the very Centre of Bar- 
bariſm: Eſtabliſhments allowed to have realized the 
ſublime Ideas of Fenelon, Sir Thomas More, and 
Plato. Written originally in French, by the cele- 
brated Father Charlevoix Two Vols. 108. 10d. 
The Adventures of Roderick Random. In two 


Vols. 5s. 5d. 
Kue Fifory of the Marquis de Roſelle, in a Series 
of Letters. By Madam Elie de Beaumont. Tran- 


ſlated from the French. TWO Vols. 38. 3d. 
. The Hiſtory of Scotland during the Reigns of 
Queen Mary, and of King James VI. till his Acceſſi- 


on to the Crown of England. With a Review of 
the Scotiſh Hiſtory previous to that Period; and an 


Appendix, contaiuing original Papers. In two 
Vols. By William Robertſon, D. D. 108. nn 


* - 
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„ The Works of Francis Rabelais, M. D. Four 
Vols. 10s; 10d. 

The Hiſtory of Louiſa giroud, and the Honourable 
Miſs Caroline Stretton. TW o Vols. 28. 82d. 

The Hiſtory of the Reign of -the Emperor Charles 
V. with a View. of the Progreſs of Society in woah: 
from the Subverſion of the Roman Empire, to the 
gin ning of-the ſixteenth Century. In three Vols, * 

illiam Robertſon, D. D 16s. 3d. 

The N Miſcellany: Or, a Collection of 


| Son Allan Ramſay. 8:d. 
"Phe por Ale Coquet : 525 Memoirs of Amoran: 4 


A ſurpriſing Navel By Mrs. Davys. 6d. 
i Hiltory of Miſs Jenny RP addreſſed to 


the Counteſs of Roſcommond. Tranſlated from the 


French of the celebrated Madame Riccoboni, twa- 


Vols. 2s. 84d. 
| A Spelling Dictionat of the "Fog! liſh PALEY on 
a new Plan, for the Uſe of oung E and La- 
dies; and Foreigners. Fable ed by the King's, Au- 
thority. 18. x 

The Works of Haves, {4 lterall/? FRY Ey 
gliſh Proſe ; for the Uſe of thoſe who are deſirous of 
acquiring or recovering a competent Knowledge of 
the Latin Language. By C. Smart, A. M. of Pem- 
broke College, Cambridge. Two Vols 


The Stage Coach: Containing the Ber of 
Mr. Manly, and the Hiſtory of his fellow Fe 


28. 81d. * 

The Spectator Nine Vols. beſt aides. 105 

The Siſters: Or, the Hiſtory ef Lucy and Caroline 
nes entruſted to a falſe Friend. Two Vols. 
28. 8: 5 

Letters from . deſcribing 12 Cuſtoms and 


Manners of that Country, inthe Year 1765, and 
1766. To which is added, an Admonition to Gen- 


tlemen who paſs the Alps in their Tour through Italy. 
By Samuel Sharp, Eſq; 25. 8d. 
The Works of the late Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of 


St. Patrick's, Dublin, Accurately corrected by the beſt 
Editions. With the Author's Life and Character; 
B 


Notes 


4 
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Notes hiſtorical, critical, and explanatory; Tables of 
Contents and Ipdexes, more complete than any pre- 
ceding Edition. Nine Vols. 1. 58. of, © 
Letters Witten by the late Jonathan Swift, D. D. 
Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin, and feyeral of his 
Friends, from the Year 1703 to 1740. Publiſhed 
- from the Originals; with Notes explanatory and hi- 
ſtorical. By John Hawkeſworth, L. L. D. Three 
. 150d; - 70 . | 
6 Letters conceryin us preſent State of the French 
. Nation. Compninin? a comprehenhive View of its po- 
; " Hitical State, Agricultyre, Trade and Commerce, 
Reyenues, Military Power, Government, Ranks of 
. the People, Manners, Laws, ' Fine Arts rtiſts, 
Theatre, Literature and Writers: With a complete t 
Compariſon between France and Great Britain, ig c 
reſpeQ of Extent, Fertility, Situation, Populoyſneſs, | 
Capitals, Goyernment, 4 Agriculture, Manu- 
fiQures, Commerce, general Wealth, publick Cre- ( 
dit, Revenues, Army, Navy, Colonies, general Pro- a 
: 
| 


—_— . 


ſperity and Power, Architecture, Painting, Sculp- 
ture, . Muſic, Literature, Academies, 


Societies, &c. &c. &c. 58. 5d. 

The Life and Opinions of Triſtram Shandy, 
Gentleman. Nine Vols. in two. 6s. Gd. Odd Vols : 
way be had to make up Sets. Loni rhe | 

„ Tbe Sermons of Mr. Yorick. Six Vols. gs. 99. 


A Sentimental Journey through France and Ita- ; 
ly. By Mr. Yorick. Two, Vols. 28. 8 d. | 
#27 Fs arr Journey continued, To which is | 
- .- prefixed, ſome Account of the Life and Writings of 
Y Mr Sterne Two Vols. 28. 82d. | | 
A new Geographical and Hiſtorical Grammar: | 
Wherein the Geographical Part is truly Modern; and 
| the preſent State of the [ſeveral Kingdoms of the | 
1 World is ſo interſperſed, as to render the Study of 
1 Geography both Entertaining and Inſtructive. By 4 
2 Mr. Salmon. 6s. * - 
*% The Adventures of Telemachus, the Son of Ulyſ- N 
ſes. Tranſlated from the French of Meſſire Francois 
i | 4 | 5 Salignac 


E: 
* 
* 
1 
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Salignac de la Mothe-Fenelon, Archbiſhop of Cam- 
wr Wo John Hawkeſworth, L. L. 8 . 91d. 
The complete Works, of Mr. Sterne. Containings 
The Life and Opinions of Triſtram Shandy, Gent. 
The Sermons of Mr. Yorick. And à Sentimental 
Journey through France and Italy. Adorned with a 
ſtriking Likeneſs of the Author, elegantly engraved. 
In ſ Vols. 168. 3d. _ ' „ 
Turkiſh Spy, who lived five and forty Years un- 
diſcovered at 2 Eight Vols. 11. 18. Bt. 
The Tattler. By Iſaac Bickerſtaff; Eſq, Four 
Vols. 108 od. 0 8 * 
The Guardian, Two Vols. 58. 5d. | 
The Hiſtory of Tom Jones, a Foundling. With 
the Life of the Author. By Arthur Murphy of Lin- 
Os Eſq. Three Vols. By Henry Fielding, 
+ Bs. 13d. . | 
| The Tell-tale : Or, Anecdotes expreſſive of the 
Characters of Perſons eminent for Rank, Learning, 
Wit, or Humour, collected from the Beſt: Authors 
and beſt Companions ; For the Improvement of Youth. 
in Converſation. 28. 82d. : 7; 
'Two Novels in Letters, by the Authors of ay 
and Frances. Four Vols. viz. the Delicate Diſtreſs 
and Gordian Knot. 58. d. | 
Te Univerſal Adgerdter.” Containing: à Collecti- 
on of Eſſays, Moral, Political, and Entertafning: 
Together with Audreſſes from feyeral Corporate and 
other Bodies in Ireland, to their ee in 
Parliament, in relation to their Conduct on the 23d 
gf November and 17th of December, 1753: 28. ad. 
- Arithmetic in Whole and Broken Numbers, digeſt- 
ed after a neẽ Method, and chiefly adapted to the 
Trade of Ireland. To-which are added, (never before- 
a Inſtructions for Book - keeping. By Elias 
oſter. 28. 2d. „ : 
The Univerſal Songſter Being a Collection of the 
ne weſt Love, Drinking, Humorous, Martial, and 
Hunting Songs, lately fung at the Public Gardens and 
Theatres. Fo which are added, ſome ſelect Free- 
maſon. Songs. 18. id. . 8 
| k . Ba Plays, 
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Plays, written by Sir John Vanbrugh. Two Vols- 


Containing the Relapſe : Or, Virtue in Danger, the 
Provoked Wife, with a new Scene, Æſop, in two 
Parts, The Falſe Friend, the Confederacy, the Mi- 
ſtake, the Country-houſe, a Journey to London, and 
the Provok'd Huſband. "Two Vols. 5s. 5d. 
The Vicar of Wakefield: A Tale. duppoſed to 
be written by himſelf. Two Vols 38. 3d. 
e Wedding, in a Series of Letters 
82 


The Wife. Alſo the Huſband, in . to "ths 


Wife. By Mira, one of the Authors of- the Female 
: Spectator, and Betſy Two Vols. 
25. 82d. 


The Hiſtory: of Will Ramble, u Libertine. Com- 


piled from genuine Materials, and the feveral Inciz 
dents taken from Real Life. Two Vols. 28. 81 d. 
Matts's complete Spelling Book + In three Parts, 
1s. 8d. 

The Wanderer: Or, Memoirs of Charles Searle, 
Eſq; containing his Adventures by Sea and Land; 
with many other remarkable Characters, and intereſt 
ing Situations in Real Life; and a Variety of ſur- 
priſing Incident. Two Vols. 28. 83d. + 
{The Foght, Expoſitor improved: Y Being a com- 

ete 
moſt Difficult Words in the 1 Tongue. By R 
Brown, Author of the Eng] i Schoof reformed. 


. 18. 1 
Some rants to the Art of Teaching, eſpe- 


cially in the firſt grounding of a Young Seholar in 
Grammar Learning: Shewing a thort, ſure, and eaſy 
way to bring a Scholar to Variety and Flegancy in 
Writing Latin. Written for the Help and Eaſe of all 

choolmaſters, and Uſhers of Schools, and for the 


Uſe and Profit of all young Scholars. By William 


Walker, B. D. Author of the Treatiſe whine En- 

glifh Examples, Rhetorick and Lo "= Is. * 2 
Ihe Complaint: Or, Night Mn on Us, 
Death, and Immortality. By band owe L. * B, 
28, 5, $20. 


wet containing an Interpretation of the 


The 


* 
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The Works of the Author of the Night Thoughts. 
Four Vols. 108. 10d. * ae 
The Hiſtory of Lady Julia Mandeville. By the 
Tranſlator! of Lady Cateſby's Letters: Two Vols. 
28. 84d. | | 

Sailor's Letters. Written to his ſelect Friends in 
England, during his Voyages and Travels in Europe, 
Aſia, Africa, and America, from the Year 1754, to 
1959. By Edward Thompſon, Lieutenant of the 
Navy. 28. 2d. | | * 
Every. Man his own Gardener; being a new and 
much more "avid By Ma Kalendar than any- 


one hitherto publiſh By Mr. Mawe, Gardener- 
to his Grace the Duke of Leeds, and other Garden- 
ers. 38 3d. | | 
The Practical Gardener, and Gentleman's DireQo-- 
ry, for every Month in the: Year. Adapted to the 
New Stile. An entire new Work. Containing the 
latefl and moſt approved Methods of Cultivating and 
Improving the Kitchen, Flower, Fruit, and. Phyſic 
Garden; and for Managing the Vineyard and Pine - 
apple, the Nurſery, Shrubbery, Green-houſe, and 
Hot-houſe; with proper Directions for raiſing Malik - 
rooms To which is prefixed, an Eſſay upon Vege- 
tation, Soil, Manure, and the Nature and Form of 
Stoves, . Hot-beds, &c. With a Copper-plate, exhi- 
biting at one View the ſeveral Aſpects for planting a 
Fruit Garden. By James Garton. 38. 34. 
The Country Couſins: Or, a Journey to London. 
A Novel. Two Vols. 28. 82d. F 
A Poetical Tranftation of the Works of Horace: 
With the Original Text, and critical Notes collected 
from the beſt Latin and French Commentatots. By 
the Rev. Mr. Philip Francis. Four Vols. 10s. 10d. 
The Complete Giazier: Or, Gentleman and: 
Farmer's Directory. 28. 8d. 
The Narrative of the hon. John Byron, Commo- 
dore in a late Expedition round the W orld. Contain- 
ing an Account of the great Diſtreſſes ſuffered by him- 
ſelf and his Companions on the Coaſt of Patagonia, 
from the Year 1740, till their Arrival in England. 
B 3 1746. 
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1746. With a Deſcription of St. Jago de Chili, and: 
the Manners and Cuſtoms of the Inhabitants, alſo a 
Relation of the Loſs of the Wager Man of War, one 


of Admiral Anſon's Squadron. Written by himſelf. 
28. 82d. 


The Art of Drawing and Painting in Water-colours. | 
Illustrated with Copper- plates. 2s. 82d. 


Felicia to Charlotte: Being Letters from a young 
Lady i in the Country, to her Friend in Town, Two 
Vols. 28. 82d. 
| "Letters from Altimont in the vin to bis F riends 

in the Country. 2s. 2d. 

An Account of Corſica, te Journal of a Tour to 


that Iſland; and Memoirs of Paſchal Paoli. By 


James Boſwell, Eſq; ornamented with a ſtriking 
ikeneſs of that Great General. 28. 84d. 
The Hiſtory of | Harriot Fitzroy and Miſs Emilia 
Spencer: "Two Vols. 28. 82d. 
Ihe Virtuous Widow: Or, Memoirs of the Baro- 
neſs de Batteville. 28.-84d. 
Abbaſſai: An Eaſtern Tale. Two Vols. 28. 819. 
The Fortunate Country Maid. Two Vols. 5s. 5d. 
Poems. By Charles Churchill. Three Vols. 88. 12d. 
Ihe Citizen of the World: Or, Letters from a 
Chineſe Philoſopher, reſiding in London, to his 
Friends in the Eaſt. Two Voß. 58. 5d. 
The Babbler, conſiſting of Original Effays, on the 
moſt intereſting and „ en Topics. Two Vols. 
8. 5d. 
; Fi ColleQion of new comic Songs. To which is 
added, the Swadler's Harangue to à crowded Audi- 
ence at Marlborough 1 By George * 
Stevens, Lecturer on Heads, &c. 64d. 
he Clerk's Magazine, or Law Repoſi itory. 23. 81d. 
I be Adopted Daughter: Or, the Hiſtory of Miſs 
Cliriſh Beaumont. Two Vols: 28. 84d. 
The Idler. Two Vols. 2s. 82d. 


The Modern Elements of Numerical Arithmetic, | 


Natural and Artificial ; with the Application to ſelect 
Parts of Science and Commerce. By James Kennedy. 
25. can 


Hudibras 
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Hudibras. In three Parts. Written in che Time 
of the late Wars. By Samuel Butler. With Anno- 
tations, and a complete Index. 38. 3d, - .- + 
Ihe Hiſtory. of the Iſland r Morea. IIluſtrated 
with a correct Map of the Iſland. By George Arm- 
ſtrong, Eſq; Engineer in ordinary to his Majefty. 
28. 8d. ä | | | 8 
be Adventures of David Simple. Containing an 
Account of his Travels through the. Cities of London 
and Weſtminſter, in the ſeatch of a real Friend. By 
a Lady. TWO Vols. 28. 8d. ag ba yd 
The Works of: Offian, the Son of Fingat. -Tran- 
lated from the Galic Language. By James Macpher- 
ſon. Iwo Vols. 5s. c. l 
A new and complete Law. Dictionary: Or, general 
Abridgement of the Law; on a more extenſive. Plan 
than any Law Dictionary hitherto publiſhed. |Contain- 
ing not only the Explanation of the Terms, but alſo 
the Law itſelf, both with regard to Theory and 
Practice, very uſeful to Bariſtets, Juſtices of the 
Peace, Attornies, Solicitors, &c. By T. Cunning- 
ham, Eſq. Two Vols, 11. 14s. od. | 

Travels through France and Italy. Containing Ob- 
ſervations on Character, Cuſtoms, Religion, Go- 
vernment. Police, Commerce, Arts, go. Antiqui- 
ties, with a particular Deſcription of the Town, 
Territory, and Climate of Nice. To which is added, 
a Regiſter of the Weather, kept during a Reſidence 
of eighteen Months in that City. By T. Smollet, 
M. D. Two Vols. 58. fd. ö | 

The Art of ſpeaking French: Or, the French 
Language methodifed, for the Uſe of the Engliſh, 
By — Chambaud. 38. 6d. 

- Gauging unmaſked. By John Ballard, Exciſe Offi- 
cer. 38. 3d. | Mice | 

The new Spelling Dictionary. By the Rev. John 
.Entick, A. M. 2s. 2d. | 
The Hiſtory and Antiquities of the City of Dub- 
lin, from the earlieſt Accounts. By Walter Harris, 
Eſq; printed on Royal Paper. 88. 14d. ' 76 


- 
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The Hiſtory of the Rebellion and Civil War in 
Ireland. By Ferd. Warner, L. L. D. Two Vols. 


9 ke Political Conſtitutions of Great Britain and 
Ireland, aſſetted and vindicated; and the Connecti- 
on and common Intereſt of both Kingdoms, demon- 
ſtrated, ſet forth in ſeveral Addreſſes and Letters to 
the Free Citizens of Dublin, By C. Lucas, Mͤ. D. 
x Fables fo the Female Sex. IIluſtrated with a. 
Number of curious Copper Plates. 58. 50. 12 

The Travels of Cyrus. To which 1s annexed, a 
Diſcourſe upon the "Theology and Mythology of the 

pes. By the Chevalier Ramſay 28. 84d. 
8 h 


e Complete Art of Writing Love-letters: Or., 


8 


the Lover's beſt Inſtructor. 18. 1d. 
The Death of Abel In five Books. 28. 2d. 


Poems. By William Maſon, M. A. containing 


Odes, Elegies, Dramatic Pieces, &c, To which are 
added, Iſis: An Elegy. 2s. 8 fd. 
Friendſlip in Death: In twenty Letters from the 


Dead to the Living. To which are added, Letters 


Moral and Entertaining, in Proſe and Verſe. By 
Elizabeth Rowe. 28. 84d. | CY | 
Letters of the Right Hon. Lady M—y W—y. 


M=—e, written during her Travels in Europe, Aſia, 


and Africa, to Perſons of Diſtindtion, Men of Let- 


ters, &c. To which is added an additional Vol. 


id. 

The Force of Education. Illuſtrated in. the Me- 
moirs of Mademoifelle de St. Eugene, and the Baron 
de Cramftad.” 2s. 24. | 

The Female Adventurers. Two Vols. 2s. 2d. 

The Adventures of Patrick O'Donnell, in bis Tra- 
vels through England and Ireland. Written by. him- 
ſelf. 28. 82d. 


A Treatiſe on Agriculture, entitled, the. York- 


- thire Farmer. With ſeveral Cuts of Machines, 
Tools, &c. By Charles Varley. Two Vols. 


The Captain in Love. A Tragi-comical Novel. 


Two Vols. 28. 2d. 


Amelia 


2 „e. 
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Amelia. By Henry Fielding, Eſq. Four Vols. 
S, d. | 07 - ff bot] ! C1 1 ; YA 
, 1 from the Marchioneſs de Sevigne, to her 
Daughter the Counteſs de Grignan. Tranflated from 
the eech of the laſt Paris Edition. Five Vols. 
1 be Hiſtory of the Adventures of Arthur 
O' Bradley. TWO Vols. 28. ad. n 
The Farmer's Letters to the People of England, 
Containing the Sentiments of a Practical Huſbandman, 
on various Subjects of great Importance. 38. 3d. 

A ſix Weeks Tour through the Southern Coun- 
ties of England and Wales. Deſcribing particularly 
the preſent State of Agriculture and Manufactutes. 
The different Methods of cultivating the Soil. The 
Succeſs attending ſome late Experiments on various 
Graſſes, &c. ' Ihe various Prices of Labour and Pro- 
viſions. The State of the Working Poor in thoſe 
Counties, wherein the Riots were moſt remarkable: 
With Deſcriptions and Models of ſuch new invented 
Implements of Huſbandry as deſerve to be generally 
known. Interſperſed with Accounts of the Seats of 
the Nobility and Gentry, and other Objects worthy 
of Notice. In ſeveral Letters to a Frierd. By the 
Author of the Farmer's Letters. 2s. 8 [c. 
The Hiſtory of Eliza Muſgrove: Two Vols. 
26: 830... | . K. fs 
A conciſe Account of North America. Contain- 
ing a Deſcription of the ſeveral Britiſh Colonies on 
that Continent, including the Iſlands of Newfound- 
land, Cape Breton, &c. as to their Situation, Extent, 
Climate, Soil, Produce, Riſe, Government, Religi- 
on; preſent Boundaries, and the Number of Inhabi- 
tants ſuppoſed to be in each; alſo of the interior or 
Weſterly. Parts of the Country, upon the River St. 
Laurence, the Miſſiffipi, Chriſtino, and the 718 
Lakes. To which is fubjoined, an Account of the 
ſeveral Nations and Tribes of Indians refiding in thoſe 
Parts, as to 'their Cuſtoms, Manners, Government, 
Numbers, &c. By Major Robert Rogers. 25. = | 
. 24 4 
1 | | 
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Iournal jor Robert Rogers. Containing an 
Account of . e Parſons he made under the 
Generals. who commanded upon the Continent 'of | 
North America, during the late War. From which 
may be collected the moſt material Circumſtances of 93 14" 
every Campaign upon that Continent from the Com- * 
mencement to the Concluſion of the War. To 
which is added an Hiſtorical Account of the Expediti- 
on againſt the Ohio Indians in the Year 1764, under 
| the ommand . of Colonel Bouquet, including his 
_- FranſaQtions with the Indians, relative to the Delive- 
_ the Priſoners, and the Preliminaries of Peace. 
ith.an Introductory Account of the preceding Cam- 
paign, and Battle at Buſhy-run. 28. 84d. "EE 
iteratura Græca. Containing the phy of 
ancient Greece and its Iſlands. * The Hiſtory of 
Greece, from the earlieſt Accounts to the pteſent 
Time ; with Memoirs of its greateſt Stateſmen, Ge- lp; 
nerals,, Orators, Hiſtorians, Poets and Artiſts. ' Pot- 
ter's Antiquities of Greece abridged; or, a View of 
the civil Government, Religion, Laws, and Cuſtoms 
of the ancient Greeks, laid down in a conciſe and in- 
telligible Manner. To which is prefixed; an Eſſay 
on the Study of the Greek Language; wherein the 
Doctrine of the Tenſes is conſidered and explained; 
the Utility and Energy of the Particles ſhewn, and 
many Things relating to Greek Learning illuſtrated. 
25 gned for the Uſe of Schools. By Richard Jack- 
, M. A. 28. 82d. | A 
The Merchants Lawyer: Or, the Law of Trade 
5 in general. By T. Cuningham, Eſq. Two Vok. 
: | 138. : | | | 
Th . Polite Literature. Five Vols. 138. 6d. 
Travels of a Philoſopher: Or, Obſervations on: 
the Manners and Arts of various Nations in Africa 
and Aſia. 28. 2d. : "In ; 
Letters to particular Friends, by William Shen+ - 
ſtone, Eſq; from the Year 1739 to 1763. 28 Bid. 
The Exemplary Mother: Or, ** between 
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Mrs. Villars and her Family. Publiſhed by a Lady. 
TR A. 


Two Vols. 58. 5d. 


Coriolanus. 
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Arden'6f Ferattam 
Athelſtan 
Ambitious e 
is | 
Boithinent of Cicero 
Boadicia 
_ Counteſs of a 
Cyrus 
Cymbeline | 

By -Shake- 
ſpear £ 


Ditto. By Thompſon 
Diſtreſt Mother | 
Elvira | 

Earl of Warwick 
Fatal Curioſity 

Fatal Diſcover 

Henry the Eighth 


OPERAS, 


Accompliſhed Maid 


Capricious Lovers 
Gentleman Gardener 
Love in a Village 


MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENTS, at 3d. ech. 


Acis and Galatea 
Almena 

Cunning Man 5 
Daphne and Amintor 
Enchanter 


. SAUNDE R 8, Cromur Spar. 


Oracle 


_ Summer's 


» 
» 


TRAGEDIES at 67d euch. 


Hecuba 8 


Jane Shore Re 4 
ane Grey | 


ing Lear 
Love and Duty 
Loyal Subject 
Mariamne 
Mourning Bride 
Othello | 
Orphan of China 
Oroonoko - - 
Phædra and Wii 


Romeo and Juliet 


Siege of Calais 
Tamerlane 


Venice preferv'd 
Zenobia 


Zingis 


at 61d. each. 
\ 


Lionel and Clariſſa 
Midas 


Maid of the Mill 


* . 


Mel. oats 


Royal Shepherd 
ale 


* 


% 
= 4 
* 
” 


BOOKS SOLD/BY, &. . 


COMEDIES, at 64d. each, 


All in the Wrong 
Amorous Widow 
- Confederacy 
Conſtant Couple 
-> Clandeſtine Marriage 
Careleſs Huſband | 
Cuttewot Coleman-ſtreet 


Cymon Ji . 


Commiſſary 
Conſcious Lovers 
Country Girl 
Diſcovery 

Deſert Iſland 
Dupe | | 
Every Man in his Humour 
Englith unt 6 i 
Aſop r 
Falſe Delicacy' 

Gameſter 

Gil Blass 
 Good-natured Man 
Hypocrite 

Jealous Wife 

Love in the Ciry 
** A-la- mode 


' FARCES, 


Abſent Man 

Cheats of Scapin | 

Deuce is in Him 
Doctor Laſt in his Chariot 
Damon and Philida' © 
Mayor of Garrat _ 

Neck or Nothing 

Old Maid 


Polly HoneycontStoul: | 
What we muſt all come to. 
5 1 — | " 


Patron 
Padlock 


| Rela pſe: 


M.iſtake 


Nonjuror 

No One's Enemy boy 1. 
Own 

Old Bachelor 


- Provok'd Wife 


Provok'd Huſband. 
Perplexities 1 5 
Platonic Wife 
Rehearſal 4 
Or, Virtue in 
Danger 5 x92: 
School for Lovers 
School for Guardians | 
School for Rakes Gy 
She. wou'd and ſhe wou'd 
nor" 2943 
Siſter 


N F . 
Twin Ravals 
Tender Huſband 

Tom Jones 
Volpone: Or, the Fox 
UnexpeCted ns, 
Widow'd WII" 


at 3d. euch, 


Peep behind the Cam 

Reprifal; Or, Tars of 
Old England 

Regiſter Office 

Rival Miltiners © 

| Virgin unmaſk'd 

Walking Statue: Or, 12 
Devilin the Wine Cellar 

Wit's Laſt Stake 


